Townsend 
Harris, first 
American 

envoy in Japan 




William Elliot 
Griffis 





GIFT OF 
JANE K.5ATHER 



j 



I 




< 



Digitized by Google 



I 



Digitized by Google 



THE LILY AMONG THORNS. A Study of the Biblical 
Drama entitled The Song of bongs. i6mo, $i.iSi white 
doUif gUt tap» f 1.90. 

MATTHEW CALBRAITH PERRY. A Typical Amokn 

Naval Officer. lUustFated. Crown 8vo, gUt top, ^2.00. 

JAPAN: IN HISTORY, FOLK-LORE, AND ART. In 
Riverside Library for Young People. New Edition. Small 
16010, 75 cents. 

BRAVE LITTLE HOLLAND, AND WHAT SHE TAUGHT 
US. Illustrated. i6mo, ^1.25. in Riverside Library 
for Yomig People. SmU iComh 75 crats. 

TOWNSEND HARRIS, Fint AmetkaB Envoy to Japoa. 
With portrait. Crown 8vo, |a.oo. 

HOUGHTON. MIFFLIN AND COMPANY. 
Boston and Nsw York. 



• • * • ' • 



Digitized by Google 



I 

I 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



TOWNSEND HARRIS 

FIRST AMERICAN ENVOY 

JAPAN 



BY ... 

• • • . • 

• • • • • • 

WILLIAM ELLIOT GRIFFTS"" 




BOSTON AND NEW YORK 
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN AND COMPANY 

1895 



.3 



••• • • • • . , . 



Ooj^yrigbt, 1895, 
Bt WILLIAM SLLIOT GBIFFia. 



The JStoertide Prets, CanUtridge, Mais., U. 8. A. 
ElactiolTped and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Co. 



Uiyiiized by Google 



9 



TO 

loss BESSnS HABBIB 

THX BSLOWD inXOB AXD XXXCDTOB OF THB WILL 
'«» BIITB!AOn»" 



72,7716 



Digitized by Google 



* 



FBEFAOE. 



Japai^b te-bitih, ia tliis ovr day, ehaUengiM 

ihe attention of the liistorian and philosopher. In 
the stoiy as told from the outside by foreigners, 
there is a gseat Uamk between Commodore Perry 
and Lord Elgin. Espedally in the works of Eng- 
lish writers are there profound ignorance and mis- 
apprehension of what Mr. Townsend Harris did. 
This Tolnme aims to fill a gap in history. 

The opening of the long-sealed Empue of Japan 
to foreign trade and commerce was a decisive event 
in the history of Eastern Asia and of the world. 
For Boeh a work, the Ameriean envoy was prepared 
as few men oould have been. After fourteen years 
in a village in the Empire State, thirty-two in 
the metropolis of the continent, six on the Pacifio 
Ocean and in fai4)riental lands, Townsend Harris, 
when fifty-two years of age, became, like the great 
Yoritomo, a lonely dweller in roc^ Idzu. There 
both were exiles, and thence both emerged victo- 
rions to re-make Japan. This they did, in eadh 
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oaae, by drawing the oentre of goYemmeiit from 

Kioto to the region of Yedo Bay. Here, however, 
in the perspective of history, the parallel ends, and 
diasolves into oontrasts. The lord of Eouniikiua^ 
becoming the first Sbogun, gradually bnt surely 
degraded the Emperor. He made his camp the 
substance, and the throne a shadow. Tlie Amer- 
ican envoy, on the contraiy, may in a lazge sense 
be ealled the real overHhrower of ^ Tjrooonism," the 
feudal system, and military rule, and the restorer 
of national muty. He ushered in Dai Nippon's 
new eaxeer. Of the powerful influenoe of his 
actions upon the development of the representa- 
tive institutions now established in Japan, there can 
be no donbt whatever. In the makmg of that 
new kind of Asiatic state and man that have sms 
prised Europe, Townsend Harris was a potency 
acknowbdged by none more than the Japanese 
themselves. He was the greatest of the foreign 
diplomatists. He was the recognised teacher of 
a sensitive people, who call him ^'the nation's 
friend." 

Besides living for nearly four 3^r8 either on the 
spot or in the region of Mr. Harris's labors, I had 
the honor of knowing him personally, and of en- 
joying his friendships from 1874 to 1878. Once, 
slioitLy after the time of the German Count Von 
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Amhem's sewe treatment at the hancb of Bis- 
marck, I asked him whether he had kept a record 
of his experiences in Japan, and would give it to 
the world. His answer, after referemoe to the 
danger of prematarely exposing state seerets, was, 
•*Not while I am living." He told his intimate 
friends, Judge C. P. Daly and General George W. 
Cullnm, that he should publish nothing daring his 
lifetime, bat that he had a joomal which he shoold 
deposit in either the Geographical or the Historical 
Society of New York, that might be referred to 
after his death. Fonr years ago, this joamal, con- 
tained in fire small Tolnmes, his priyato letter- 
books and letters, were placed for editing and pub- 
lication in the hands of the writer by his niece, 
Miss Bessie Hsxris, who also administered wpan. 
his estate. 

This journal bears all the marks of records 
made day by day and hoar by hoar, oontemporar 
neons with the scenes and feelings described, bat 
none whatever of any afterthought. Erasures, al- 
teration, or interlineation in the text are absent. 
.All the more, on this aoconnt, has the editor been 
sornpnloasly careful to omit or suppress nothing of 
any political or historical value. Even the italics 
made by Mr. Harris are reproduced, but the modem 
standard system of transliterating Japanese names 
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and words has been used. What have been omitted 
aie obserratioiis on ihe weatiher and upon health, 

purely private and domestic references, repetitions, 
oorreotions, guesses at size, meaanrements, and soeli 
minor matters. The main naxfatiTe, which onhni- 
nated in the treaty already made and signed before 
a man-of-war appeared on the scene, has not been 
modified. 

The biographical sketch and oonolnding chaptcfs 

are based on matter furnished in Mr. Harris's let- 
ters or by his friends, and upon the carefully sifted 
data in Japanese and foreign books and documents. 
I wish to mention with thanks the names of all 
those who have aided me, — Judge C. P. Daly, 
president of the American Geographical Society; 
General George W. GuUum, U. S. A.; Dr. W. A. 
P. Martin, of Peking, China ; Dr. J. C. Hepburn 
and Rev. S. R. Brown, D. D. ; Mr. Tsuda Sen, 
of Tokid; Bey. J. Takasugi; Professor Brander 
Matthews, of Columbia College, New York ; Mrs. 
James Sherrill and Mr. John Dwyer, of Sandy 
Hill, N. Y. ; and last and most of all. Miss Bessie 
Harris, the custodian of Mr. Harris's papers. 

In tiie foot-notes, iliere are scTcral abbreviadons. 
The letters T. A. S. J. signify " Transactions of the 
Asiatic Society of Japan ; " T. J., Professor Cham- 
berhdn's ^^Things Japanese;" M. E., «<The Mi- 
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kftdo'B Empire;" M.G. P. (Life of Gominodofe) 

Matthew Calbraith Peny," etc. 

In this year following tJie xeTiston of onr tieaty 
with Japan (ezpeeted at the time of its signatnie 
by Mr. Harris to take place in 1872), when justice 
has been meted out to a friendly nation after 
more than twenty years of wrong done her, the 
pnUieation of this journal seems appvopriale and 
auspicious. 

Ithaca, Y., May 24, 1886. 
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PART L 

JP&EPAEAXXON FOB WO&K IN JAPAN. 



nam dib vindow I look <« Ihiji S«B, 

Wliite with the snows of a thousand yean ; 
To my gates ships will oooM iiona the fir Btlk 
Ten thousand miles. 
Stamta attribated to Ota do Kuak, founder of Yedo, tl487. 

It was the whalo Aat emancipated fishermen and led tlieiii 
afar. It led them onward and onward still, until they found it, 
after having almoft nnoonsciomly passed itom one world to the 
other. MiCHKUET. 

The nazrow deft in tibe sealed door ol Japan, into whSeh Perry 
diqye liieiro4g> <rf dlgloiiMi^, was the leeeoe of Amerieii ■lilon. ' 

Themiwhwi of Pony -was tiiat of a pioneer; that of Biniiiiof 
»Mmer. The datjof <»eiraBtofocee«lMafeddooroiMn; tiist 
of the other -wae to keep it eo. KisoB^ 

In the work of yoxmg Bonald McDonald, born at Astoria, Ore- 
gon, a seaman from an American whaler, the Plymouth, who 
bk 1848 wm let to mk hy the Japaaeee at Nagasaki to teaeh 
Wngliiih, ** no teee a ptonlM of Amwrieen edwmtininel ue^mltj m 
J^ea.*' KetobA. 

McDonald, before his release, was re<iue8ted by the Japanese 
to deeerihe the rslalne nak of the (wmmander of liie PlraUe, by 
oonntfaig down in the order of enoooerion from the highest ohief 
ia the Unifted States. . . . He hegaa vith 1^ people. 

HXU>BXTB. 

K the tutorship of the United States in Japan is to be sno* 
eessfnl, it must be based on deeper and broader prineiplee of pki- 
UmlJiropy than have heretof cae been practiced in tke interoourse 
of nations — a philanthropy which shall recognize not merely the 

distinction of strength and power between natioiiei but the duties 
of magnanimity, moderation, and humanity. Sswabd. 
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CHAPTEE L 



ANCESTRY, BOYHOOD, AND LIFE IN NEW YOBK. 

Ik the composite American stock, irliieli has 

made the United States a new and better Europe, 
the Welsh element is not the least potent. The 
BDcestors of Townsend Hams were Welshmen who 
oame to Amerioa witii Boger WilliamB, and settled 
in Massachusetts. Later generations emigrated to 
Ulster County, in the State of New York. Both 
of the grandfathers of Townsend Harris, Gilbert 
Harris and John Watson, served as officers in the 
Continental Army under Gates. John Watson, 
his mother's father, was in the battle of Saratoga, 
in whieh his British cousin, Greneral Fraser, fell. 

Gilbert Harris married Thankful Townsend, 
whose maiden name the future envoy to Japan 
bore, and who was a woman of strong character. 
Her home was in a village near Ticonderoga, and 
here she reared her seven children, in the midst of 
the alarms and uncertainties of the Kevolutionary 
War. When John Burgoyne, general and drama- 
tist, with a large British, Indian, and Hessian army, 
made his descent horn Canada to eq^eeted victory 
but to actual snrrender, he captnred Ticonderoga. 
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» •••••• 

•%n tli&* s^(k)dd- 4^ar with Great Britain, this same 
'dlstdcftrbf obr*eouittry was ravaged. Some of the 
*Bnt&ii forces, whether red or white is not known, 
set fire to the Harris home. This act of barbar- 
ity was never forgotten or forgiven by Thankful, 
whose three sons were Eraser, Jonathan, and 
Townsend. 

Jonathan Harris married and settled at Sandy 
Hill, Washin^n County, N. Y. He was a hatter, 

and the magistrate of the village. He introduced 
the grafting of fruit-trees into his neighborhood. 
He had six children. Of his five sons, Townsend, 
the future treaty^naker, was the youngest, and was 
bom October 8, 1804. The house in which he 
was bom, and to which his memory fondly reverted 
during his lonely days in Japan, was burned down 
in 1876. Both his parents were persons of intelli- 
gence and vigor, and they fostered his early love of 
books and his taste for reading and study. From 
infancy to mature life his mother was his chief 
educator. All the regular schooling which Town- 
send Harris ever received was at the village pri- 
mary school and academy. All his life Mr. Harris 
regretted his lack of a university training. His 
grandmother Thankful, whose home had been re- 
duced to ashes, taught him to tell the truth, fear 
God, and hate the British," and all three things he 
did all his life. As hoy and as man, Townsend 
Harris would never use a Shefi&eld knife or wear 
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English doUi. Fastidiously neat as he always was 
in his diess, he was oarefnl that his gacineDts were 
Blade of Ereneh doth. 

When hut thirteen years old, in 1817, Townscnd 
was taken by his father to New York, to begin his 
business career in a dry-goods store. Living in the 
home of his employer and his father's friend, the 
bright, qniok-witted, and obliging boy soon beoame 
a faToirite with all the family. A few years later, his 
father and older brother having come to New York, 
Townsend joined with them in the business of 
importiDg ehina and earthenware. At this Town- 
send Harris oontinned imtil leaving the United 
States in 1849. In the great fire of 1885, the 
crockery store had to be blown up with gunpowder 
to stop the advance of the flames. In the reorgani- 
sation of business the new firm was that of John 
and Townsend Harris. 

Trade, howeyer, was not the law of Townsend 
Harris's life, but its necessity only, and the chosen 
means to a higher end. Culture was his dominant 
purpose* He read constantly, critically, and wisely 
in the best literatures, and observed and studied 
men and things. He learned the French, Spanish, 
and Italian languages. He had access to the best 
libraries, and his memory, naturally retentive, was 
trained to system. Ilis power of prompt recollec- 
tion was noteworthy. Living for several years 
with his mother in one home with his orphaned 
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nieces, be guided their reading and studies and 
taught them Spanish phnwes. 

Onoe, Mr. Harris, ''like a Dutch uncle,'* scolded 
the young ladies for reading novels, which he uncer- 
emoniously seized and threw into the fire. Scarcely, 
however, were the tears of his sorrowful nieces 
dried, than their Undo Townsend presented them 
with sevenly handsome Tolumes of histoiy, biogra- 
phy, travels, and standard works hy well-known 
women authors, such as Hannah More, Mrs. Opie, 
Maria Edgeworth, and others. 

The mother of Townsend Harris was a stately 
lady of keen intelleet and engaging manners. She 
was the teacher and insfurer of her youngest son 
from his cradle days even until her death. The 
sitting and dining rooms were well furnished with 
the best books of reference. Conversation at the 
dinner-table was bright and suggestive, and Town- 
send Harris made it his pleasurable habit of talk- 
ing with his mother about the books he had read. 

The son delighted to engage thi^ mother in argu- 
ment, for in her clear views and strong convictions 
she was of the Federalist or Whig school, while he 
was an ardent Democrat. She believed in a strong 
central government, and in wise restraint of pop- 
ular sentiment, while he emphasized local freedom 
and the easily expressed will of the ]>eople. She 
looked with no favor but rather with dread upon 
the theories of democracry. Much of her honor had 
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been caused by the dreadful Boenes of the French 
BeWutioii, which wm an abnae of liberty. De* 
mooratic ideas, in her opnion, tended to license. 

Often did she warn her son of what niight be the 
result should democratic rule gain the ascendancy 
in our country. She saw into the century ahead. 
She would often say, '^My son, yon do not look 
far enongh into the fntoie." Opposed to the idea 
of a property qualification for voters, Mr. Harris 
labored to change tlie laws upon this point. His 
mother vigorously opposed him, warning him that 
he might Hire to see the day when he would regret 
the freedom given to ignorant emigrants. Hold- 
ing closely to her convictions, she never allowed 
her son's witticisms to upset her sober reasonings. 

Townsend Harris's love and honor to his mother 
were dominant passions. He was extremely sensi- 
tive to her regard and love. She was his greatest 
teacher. So strong was this feeling that his bio> 
ther John could never prevail upon him to take 
his place and go to England on business. He 
never left his mother but once, for a trip to Ohio, 
to make which was in those days considered a great 
enterprise. She lived to be eighty4ihree years old* 
She kept her wonderfal memory and reasoning 

powers undimmed until within three weeks of her 
death. 

Townsend Harris never married. Why he did 
not was a secret looked in his own breasti which 



8 PBEPABATTON FOB WOBK m JAPAK. 

has perished with him. It may be that seeing in 
his mother so exalted an ideal, and finding in her 
80 noble a lealitgr of womanhood, he felt nnable to 
search long and far enough to find her equal. In 

chivalry and courtesy to woman the average man 
was no peer to Mr. Harris. Being a trustee of the 
Northern Dispensary and serving often on commit, 
tees, he opposed with vigor and ebquenily pleaded 
against the introduetion of olinioal lectures. His 
arguments, whether right or wrong, were based on 
the ground of th^i painful publicity to which ladies 
in poverty but of reiined feelings would be thus 
sabject. 

Townsend Harris was from the first a pdblio- 
spirited main. He was keenly interested in human 

progress both at home and abroad. Having many 
customers from the West Indies and from South 
America, he spoke their language, the Spanish, 
fluently. He took a hearty interest in republican- 
ism, and was a great admirer of Bolivar. Though 
in politics he was an enthusiastic partisan, he 
gained all the more influence with his fellow 
Democrats because he refused to accept office. 

He had wonderful patience and powers of pei^ 
suasion, and often made it a point to win over to 
good words and works men of vicious ways or tur- 
bulent character. His ward was the famous and 
sometimes infamous Ninth." In those days, now 
happily long past, of volunteer fire oompanies, the 
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fights between rival gangs of rowdies were fearful 
and often bloody. One of the leading spirits in 
a leading company, a young Irishman, seemed the 
inoamation of lawlessness, with apparently no de» 
siie to become a decent member of sooiely. Mr. 
Ebunris on inquiry found that this promising anar- 
chist was the son of an Irish gentleman who had 
lost position in life through admiration of the 
beauty o£ his £ather*s cook, who drew him away 
horn home. Manying her and coming to America, 
he by degrees drifted to the level of his ignorant 
wife, who added drunkenness to her illiteracy, — a 
combination which Mr. Harris all his life detested 
and fought against. The man learned blacksmith- 
ing. His children giew np without any moral 
training. Finally, at his own forge, he was killed 
by the bnrsting of a bombshell which, it was said, 
had been picked up on some old battlefield on 
Long Island. 

Here was Townsend Harris's opportDnity. He 
went to the funeral, and to the astonishment of his 
friends rode with the boy in a carriage to the 
grave, and after a kindly talk invited him to come 
and see him. He kept his word. Kindness cap- 
tured the ringleader in bloody riots. A lifelong 
influence was gained, and a complete change of life 
ensued. Besides p<»nting out a better way, Mr. 
Harris lent him books, and studied the bent of his 
mind. In later years when ^Ii*. Harris was in 
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Asia, this reformed man represented in Congreaa 
the Stftte in which he was then living, 

Begietting his own lack of Bnperior ednoational 
trahung, 'Mr, Harris was from the first eagerly- 
interested in the public school system. Elected a 
member of the Board of Education of the city of 
New York, he served during a number of years, 
and in 1846 and 1847 was its president. Later, 
he agitated the question of founding the New York 
Free Academy. In spite of all opposition, by 
answering objections and using freely his tongue, 
his pen, and his money, Mr. Harris won the day. 
The Free Academy became afixed fact The idea 
of tibe founder was to haye a public institution 
which should continue and carry higher the educar 
tion of poor boys. In later years when Mr. Har- 
ris's purpose was perverted, and the Free Academy 
became the Col^ge of the City of New York," 
he grieved sincerely over the change of idea as well 
as of name. 

Strong and fearless in his ideas of unselfish duty, 
Mr. Harris was, withal, a true devotee of science. 
When the cholera broke out in 1882, he sent his 
motiier, sister, brother, and four motiierless nieces 
to the Catflkill Moontsin region for SIX weeks, 
while he in company with a physician remained in 
the city and visited the sick. He nursed his bro- 
ther's pai*tner when attacked by this disease, and 
had the satisfaction of seeing his patient recover. 
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Of national and international afihiis lllr. Hap- 
n8 was more than an obsenrer : lie was a student* 

He rea<l regularly some of the leading French and 
English papers, and kept himself well inlormed as 
to the moTement in European politics. He was 
especially interested in the repeal of the oomJaws, 
During the ministry of Robert Peel ho read the 
parliamentary debates in detail. He also wrote 
several articles in discussion of the subject in the 
New York newspapers. On all mercantile subjects 
and those prominent in oongressional discussion 
he took a hearty interest. In a knowledge of 
certain phases of political economy this untitled 
man might well be called a past master. 

Personally interested in fire and military compa> 
nies, this handsome and healthy young man enjoyed 
witii his comrades the exmtement of subduing 
^ dear old inflammable New York." He also de- 
lighted in the exercise of drill and the parade down 
Broadway. The great social and public holidays 
were gokl-lettered days in his calendar. On rainy 
days and in quiet hours chess was his time-beguil- 
ing recreation. 

In his religious life Mr. Harris had at first been 
trained in the Presbyterian form of Christianity, 
and for some time taught a class in the Sunday- 
school of the Christopher Street Church In New 
York. Later, he felt a preference for the ritual 
and communion of the Episcopal fraternity of 
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Christians, and for a number of years held a pew 
and worsbiped in the ChurdL of the Asoension^ 
then under the oharge of Rector and later Bishop 
Gregory T. BedelL 

Thus passed the life of a typical gentleman of 
old New York, as it existed chiefly below Four- 
teenth Street. He was a genuine product of the 
American Ghrietian home. So dearly did he en- 
joy his environnient, that thongh often urged by 
his brother to take the latter's place in England, 
he steadily refused to leave home and mother. 
Laughingly he would say that when he did expa- 
triate himself he would go to the Far East which 
was so shut ont firom ^the world." Wilk books, 
with his favorite chess, with his mother and nieces, 
an active and public-spirited citizen, a true Ameri- 
can to the very iron in his blood, life seemed over- 
flowing in richness and radiant with promise. 

Suddenly night fell upon this home, and a 

cloudy and dark day*' of grief followed. In 
November, 1847, his mother died. Six months 
later the old home was broken up. Added to his 
personal sorrow came a depression in business 
which gave Townsend Harris his opportonily. 
Settling up his commercial affairs, he left New 
York, resolved to see Ghilden California and the 
Mysteiious East. 

He purchased a half-interest in a vessel bound 
for California, and sailing around Cape Horn he 
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learned, during the six months' voyage, to know 
the ocean. He also caught ^impses of life in 
Sonth America. In San Francisco he pnrchased 

the other half of the vessel. He now resolved to 
do what is no longer possible to do profitably in 
these days of steamers. He projected a trading 
voyage to China and the Dutch and English 
Indies. His plan was to stop at various islands 
and ports, loading and unloading at each place. 

Such an experience, if successful, was admir- 
ably calculated to increase his knowledge of 
Malay, insular, and Oriental human nature, and to 
give him a wide practical knowledge of the laws 
of nations and of i3a» conditions of trade and ex- 
chuiige. Above all, it would fit him to take part 
in the solution of that supreme world-problem of 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, — the 
hannony of Christendom with Buddhadom and the 
reconciliatkm of Occidental and Oriental civilisa- 
tions. 



CHAPTER II. 
RXPBRTEKCEB IN OBIENTAL LANDS AND 8BAB. 

The materialB axe not acoesaible for iUnitrft- 
ting in full the life of Mr. Harris during the fi^e 

years in which he was engaged in commercial 
Yoyaging. His "Journal No. 1," begun after a 
journey through India, and with his ituoe set home- 
ward, is dated at Penang. 

In Journal No. 8," written at Shimoda, Japan, 
December 25, 1856, he writes: "I will here note 
where I have been on Christmas Day for the last 
eight years. 

^^Christmas, 1849, at sea in the North Faeifio 
Ocean. 

« Christmas, 1850, at Manila. 

• *« 1851, at Pulo-Penang. 
" 1852, at Singapore. 
1853, at Hong-Kong. 
1864, at Calcutta. 
» 1855, at Ceylon. 
«* 1856, in Japan." 
From his personal conversations and reminis- 
cences shared with his friends in New York after 
his return from Japan late in 1862, it is oertain 
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that lie made extensive trading voyages ia the 
Malayan archipelago, the Dutch East Indies, 
probably to Australia, and even farther afield 

among the cannibal islands. On one occasion 
lie spent the night with the chief of a man-eating 
tribe. The smoke-blackened and soot-festooned 
hntwas decorated with a dado of homan skulls. 
The American's host not only eiqmtiated upon tiie 
merits of man-meat, but even touched with his 
fingers Mr. Harris's body at those parts where he 
declared the choicest bits were to be found. ' 

In his journals, began after he ceased to be a 
commerdal and became a diplomatio traveler, he 
occasionally refers to former experiences in F^icifio 
and Indian waters. He remembers especially the 
flowers, perfiunes, stars, and wonders in natural 
history. His favorite region appears to have 
been the Grolden Chersonese. He visited Penang 
eight times, and seemed never weary of describing 
its delights and wonders. 

Mr. Harris resided in China during many 
months, and was for a short time, we believe, 
acting vice-consul of the United States at Ningpo. 
On conclusion of the treaty with Japan by Com- 
modore Matthew C. Perry, Mr. Harris wrote to 
him in terms of warm congratulation. The com- 
modore at Hong-Kong replied January 7, 1854, 
in terms of hearty gratification. 

While in tiie Middle Kingdom, Mr. Harris's 
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addve mind was applied to the extension of Ameri- 
can eommeicial enterprise, and espeoially to the 
acquisition by purchase of the island of Formosa. 

This fair island, misgoverued and only partially 
settled by the Chinese, and a terror to navigators 
because of its savage and cannibal inhabitants, 
equals in area the two States of New Hampshire 
and Vermont. Mr. Ebrris made a careful study 
from many authorities in English, French, Portu- 
guese, and Dutch, writing out his excerpts and im- 
pressions. The manuscript, covering one hundred 
and nineteen pages of a laige notebook, shows the 
reader's critical powers and sound mental diges- 
tion. Struck witii the capabilities and importance 
to the United States of Formosa as a coaling-sta- 
tion and depot, and for political and commercial 
advantages^ Mr. Harris £com Macao, on the 24th 
of March, 1854, wrote concerning it to the Secre- 
tary of State. The long letter tersely summarizes 
the whole situation. He proposed the characteris- 
tic American method of gaining territory by pur- . 
chase instead of by conquest 

Throughout tiiese years, the merehant navigator 
was learning diplomacy at first hand, and studying 
especially the artifices to which men who are weak 
in moral courage habitually resort. Oriental and 
insular human nature relies more on cimning than . 
on frankness. Mr. Harris continually proved the 
advantage ol truth-speaking. He believed thi^t an 
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honest man was more than a match for ten thou* 
sand liars. One of the oonrtHest of men, he hated 
with everdeepening hatred both the Bar and the 

politeness that cloaked the deception. He thought 
that fine manners were a fine art, but that by 
deceit art was degraded and its beauly turned to 
ashes. 

Townsend Harris and WiUiam L. Maroy, Presi- 
dent Piercers able Secretary of State, were personal 
friends. When these high officers looked about to 
find the man to develop American relations with 
Japan, tibey oast their eyes upon one supremely 
fitted for the task. .It is probable that Maiey 
wrote to China, summoning Mr. Harris on the plea 
of personal friendship to assume the responsible 
task. To get into the Country Behind the Looking- 
Glass was Townsend Harris's ambition. He quickly 
left China, and turned his isMe westward. On his 
way home, he yisited India, made a summer voyage 
up the sultry Red Sea, looked at Egj^t's antiqui- 
ties, and saw the Pyramids in morning sunlight. 
Traveling by the new railway from Cairo to Alex- 
andria, he took tiie steamer £uxine to Gibraltar. 
There, as he writes, he richly enjoyed the rolling 
sounds of the majestic Castilian language. He 
was in London July 7. lie had intended to visit 
Paris, but letters trom the United States were so 
urgent that he took passage on the 16th at Liver- 
pool for home. We quote now from his journal : 
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July 27, 1855. At lour p. h. we passed the 
buoy on the bar ci New York, whiob oompleted my 

voyage round the world. I expressed a hope to 
some of the passengers that I should never ])0 
required to leave New York for two hundred and 
Bhj miles in any direction.*' 

The summer and early autumn o£ 1855 form a 
blank in Mr. Harris's journal, but evidently about 
the middle of October, he writes : — 

I omit the details of what I did while in the 
United States, merely noting that on the 4th of 
August I was appointed Consnl-General for Japan. 
During the same month the President was pleased 
to intrust me with the making [of] a commercial 
treaty with the kingdom of Siam, a matter in 
which Mr. Balestier was unsuccessful in 1851." 

Apart from the personal friendship of Secretary 
Maroy and the esteem of Commodore M. C. Perry, 
Mr. B[arris probably did not himself know the 
forces which moved President Franklin Pierce to 
appoint him. To intrust two such difficult tasks 
as the making of treaties with Siam and Japan to 
an untried envoy who held rank below that of 
minister was at least a noteworthy proceeding. 
On October 21, 1861, Mr. William II. Seward, 
President Lincoln's Secretary of State, and a Ke- 
publican, wrote to Town send Harris, the successful 
minister of the United States in Japan, and a 
Democrat : — 
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'^You perhaps aie infonned now for the first 
time that your appointment as the first oommis^ 
sioner to Japan was made by President Pieroe 

upon the joint recommendation of Commodore 
Perry and myself." 

The three months on his native soil were spent 
bj. Mr. Hams (as his private letter-books, finance 
accounts, and other data we have read show) 
in selecting and purchasing presents for the two 
kings of Siam and the " Tycoon " of Yedo, and 
in preparing his personal outfit for life in Japan. 
He was to live at Shimoda, — a pretty place, but 
for oommercial development a cheat and a sham. 
Apparently promising at its entrance from the sea, 
it was landlocked. It resembled what the Japanese 
call a '^>^ukuro machi," or bag street. It had ter- 
minal facilities only in one direction, and that the 
wrong one, <— .as you went in. The name means 
Low Field. 

Presents for the whole pair of the two-headed 
government of Siam and for one half of the 
duarchy of Japan were purchased by Mr. Harris 
in person. At that time the peculiarities of Siam- 
ese royalty were known, but the reality of things in 
Nippon was not. Then, in Western eyes, the meat 
in Yedo was more than the life in Kioto, and the 
raiment of feudalism more than the national body. 
Henoe, the presents selected were for the Tycoon," 
then Tef erxed to as His Majesty the Emperor of 
Japan." 
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The tongue q£ Holland was the only European 
language which the Japanese knew anything ahont, 

it being the basis of their extra-Asiatic culture. 
Aloreover, the kindly offices and recommendation 
of the Dutch government had been powerful factors 
in the snoeess of Peny'a mission. Mr. Harris's 
first need, therefore, was an intelligent young Ikil* 
lander to act as secretary and interpreter. This 
person, through the aid of the Kevereud Thomas 
De Witt, of the Collegiate Reformed Church of 
New York, he found in Mr. Henry C J. Heusken, 
whose widowed mother lived in Amsterdam. He 
was brave, capable, enthnsiastie, and scholarly. 
He acted as interpreter to the British and Prussian 
embassies during the treaty-making epoch follow- 
ing the success of his chieL He also found it 
neoessaiy to instruct the Japanese, who called them- 
selves interpreters, in modem and genuine Dutch : 
those tyros having made up th^r mind that a local 
mercantile patois, two hundred years old, and 
steadily flowing in Japanese moulds of thought, 
was the only proper form of speech. Moreover, as 
they insbted that every word in the Dutch versions 
of treaties, etc., should stand in the same order as 
the equivalent in the Japanese, they had to be 
taught not only a new language, but a new cycle of 
ideas. As an indispensable element in Mr. Harris's 
diplomatic suooess the name of Henry Heusken 
deserves permanent remembrance. He was assas- 
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sinated by cowardly BwaahbuekLera in Yedo Jan^ 
nary 14, 1861.^ His iomb^ in a Buddhist oemeteiy 

in Tokio, is but one of many monmful proofs of 
the great sacrifice of life attending the change of 
oiyilization in Japan. 

In Mr. Harris's journal we lead : — 

^'It was axianged between Hie State and Navy 
departments that the steam frigate San Jacinto 
would call at Penang, to whicli place I wished to 
proceed overland, and then take me to Siam and 
afterwards to Japan, I soon made the acquaint- 
ance of Cknnmodore Armstrong, whose flag is in 
the San Jacnnto, and Captain Bell of the frigate. 
I put on board of her the presents for the kings 
of Siam, with my heavy baggage for Japan, with 
some few stores. I found the commodore and 
Captain BeU yery kind, and I hope we shall prove 
to be good messmates." 

Mr. Hensken embarked on board the United 
States Steamship San Jacinto, later meeting Mr. 
Harris at Penang. His active duties as secretary 
began in Siam. 

The San Jadnto was naived after the famous 
battle of April, 1836, by which Texas ceased to 
be Spanish and Mexican and became American. 
The man-of-war was built and took her name after 

* His diary was published in the Proceedings of the German 
Asiatic Society of Japan, June, 1883, and in an English trausla^ 
tion ill The Japan Mail of January, 1884. See Alcock's Capital 
^ the Tycoon, yoL iL pp. 39-55 ; The Tokid Timet, toL iiL p. 242. 
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tihe Lone Star State, which, hy jomiDg the oon- 
stellatiQii of Ihe Union, had added the twenty- 
eighth light to its azure field. While bearing our 
new envoy to the lands of the White Elephant 
and of Fuji-Yama, the San Jacinto's flag bore 
thirty-one stan. This war steamer was a pro- 
peller, bnt her motion waa disagreeable, her speed 
low, and her machinery uncertain. She was one 
hundred and forty-nine days out from New York 
to Penang. The story of her long cruise has been 
told by the surgeon W. M. Wood, in his interest- 
ing book, ^'Fankwei: The San Jadnto in the 
Seas of India, China, and Japan.'* Commodore 
James Armstrong captured the Barrier Forts at 
Canton Kiver in 1857. He was commandant of the 
Pensacola Navy Yard in 1861, and died in the year 
1868, when New Japan was born. Captain Henry 
H. BeU afterwards served as Farragut's fleet captain 
on the Mississippi. Later, while in command of 
the East India squadron, he attempted to pass in 
his barge the rough waves (whieh even in early 
ages were called Naniwa) o£E the bar in Osaika 
Biver. Where hundreds of Japanese have lost 
their lives this gaUant officer was drowned April 
12, 1867. 

Leaving New York October 17, 1865, Consul- 
General Harris arrived in London on the 29th. 
He made his financial arrangements with the 
Baring Brothers, and then called on the American 
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Mmister, James Buchanan. In Paris he saw tibe 

great Exposition, the bright and beautiful city, 
and the treasures of art. He then left by way of 
. Marseilles for Egypt. During his agreeable jour- 
ney down the Bed Sea he became acquainted 
with Colonel Chester and Miss De Qninoey, a 
daughter of the most ^htle master of English 
prose. Mr. Harris wrote : " She is going out to 
India to meet her betrothed. She has a sweet 
voice and sings charmingly. I shall long remem- 
ber her intelligent face.*' 

In Ceylon at Galle, Mr. Harris studied Bud- 
dhist relics and remains, examined Pali manu- 
scripts, and made comparison of his various obser- 
vations in other countries of the Buddhist world. 
He dined with Judge Clarke, of whom he writes 
in his diary : — 

"Mr. Clarke is a Teetotaller — of which class 
the number is increasing in the East. While in 
France, I drank the delightful mild wine of the 
South, and, after leaving Marseilles, I came back 
to my old Asiatic habit — tea and cold water.*' 
. Waiting amid the " spicy breezes " from Christ- 
mas Eve to January 7, Mr. Harris read Thack- 
eray and studied the story of the foreigners in 
India. He also made critical survey of Grreat 
Britain's policy in India and the administration of 
her agents. His matured desire and resolve seem 
to have been ?iot to imitate either or have his 
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eoimtrymeii do so. His journals aie full oi keen 
obsenmtioiis and faseinatmg detail, some parte of 
winch we shall ntilue in annotating his Japan 
journal. 

On January 19, at eight P. M., he reached 
Penang. This made his seventh visit. He re- 
eeived the heartiest wdoome from manj men, in 
several languages. He was kept waiting here in 
spice-land for the San Jacinto no fewer than 
seventy-six days. He spent the time in enjoying 
social hospitalities, in reading, in studying natme 
and man, both being in rather a mixed and con- 
centrated form. His daily records are those of a 
close and wide observer, a student of the stars, 
birds, fish, niammals, reptiles, all forms of vege- 
table and animal life, as well as of minerals and 
producto for commerce. He seems espeoiaUy 
anzions to explode and banish the sensational 
stories about the comparatively harmless and use- 
ful boa-constrictor. Mr. Harris delighted in ex- 
posing shams and bullies, in tearing lions' skins 
frmn jaekassesi in proving that Tycoons " were 
frauds. In the boa-constrictor he saw a scavenger 
rather than a terror, much more dangenms in 
rhetoric than in fact. 

All Fools' Day came, and the San Jacinto, 
though signaled, was not evident until next day, 
when her engines, as usual, needed repair. Em- 
barking April 4, the run to Siam was made in 
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nine dayB. The San Jacinto cast anchor o£E the 
Menan bar April 18. Townaend Harria was to 

follow up the work of Edmund Roberts in 1833, 
and to make a treaty where Mr. Balestier only six 
years before had failed. Mr. Parkes, the English 
oonanl at Amoy, afterwards Sir Hany Parkea, 
H. B. M« Minister in Japan and China, was al> 
ready in Bangkok busy at negotiation. Between 
the apparent inability of the Siamese to enter- 
tain two ideas at one time " and their natural sup- 
position that the Knglish must necessarily be the 
basis of the Ameriean treaty, Mr. Harris expected 
to ha^ a severe strain put upon his patience. 

He was not disappointed. They who had lived 
long in this sub-tropical " Land of the Free " had 
already coined a proverb that one must come to 
Siam with three ships ; one loaded with presents, 
another with patience, and a third ready for things 
to be carried away." After due formalities, tedi- 
ous, dramatic, necessary, or exhausting, the treaty 
was won. 

Mr. Harris was convinced afresh that truth 
does not lie at the basis of the Aoatio civHim- 
tions. A series of disagreeable and personal epi- 
sodes, also, — in the form of Job's comforters," 
— neither added to the happiness nor improved 
the temper of the envoy who at times despaired 
of success. The instrument, together with that 
of Edmund Boberts and the later modifioations of 
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the Harris tieaty» is to be found in the led-book 
entailed Treaties and Conyentions between the 
United States and CNiher Powers, 1776-1887." 

[Eight chapters on Siam and the Siamese in Dr. 
Wood's " Faukwei " give copious descriptions of 
the pageants, presents, and outward phases of Mr. 
Harris's triumph. 

Leaving Bangkok May 81, die San Jacinto 
anchored off Hong-Kong June 12, where the ship 
suffered from her machinery and Mr. Harris had 
further discipline in patience until August 12. 
Here, also, he bad the first of many experiences 
wiib bis rascally Chinese tailor. He learned anew 
tiie horrors of that system of shive trade, euphemis- 
tically called the coolie traffic," which Japan, in 
1874, improved off the face of the earth. He saw 
in the harbor the bulk of the old 74-gun ship, 
Minden, on wbioh Key the prisoner composed 
^The Star-Spangled Banner" which we stiU sing 
to the old English air, " Anacreon in Heaven." 

Again Mr. Harris exercised his power of detect- 
ing and exposing shams. A Chinaman had brought 
on board a wild cat " to selL It was loaded with 
ropes and cords for the protection of tiie sons of 
Mars and Neptune, some of whom, nevertheless, 
exhibited signs of nervousness when the civilian 
envoy proceeded to unwind the living spool. The 
poor animal, nearly paralyzed with fright and 
cramped with the tight lacing, was actually unable 
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for some minittes to stand. By noting the absence 
from the tip of the ear of the tuft of hair always 

found on the wild species, Mr. Harris recognized 
at once the harmless " roof -scrambler " of domestic 
life. A prompt and hearty roar of laughter 
greeted the most fearful of the epauletted speetap 
tors as the artificially spotted puss lapped up her 
milk and purred vith mingled gratitude and satis- 
faction. 

On his greater work of exposing the " Tycoon,** 
the tiger of Yedo, and proving that beneath the 
painted skin there was only a cat, Mr. Harris pro- 
ceeded August 12. It was an apt criticism upon 

the work of a Japanese artist at the World's Colum- 
bian Exposition in Chicago, 1893, that he had 
painted the skin but not the tiger inside the skin ; 
bat in 1856 all the world thought the teetii and 
daws were in Yedo and nothing but the stripes 
at Kioto. 

On the way up the Formosa Channel he read in 
Von Siebold of oo&l in Kiushiu. Several disabled 
Chinese junks were passed ; two were assisted, and 
the crew of one to save the lives of the waifs was 
taken on board. 

On the 18th of August, the first view of Japan- 
land was caught when Tokura,^ one of the islands 

* Since lighthouses have been erected, ships to or from Yoko- 
hma and Hong-Kong take tha route more than a hundred milea 
nocdiwaidfy, mmiiiig under tiie eztveme loiillieiii point of Kin- 
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of the LanBohoten groap, became yisible. The 
Dutchmen who at the end of the sixteenth cen- 
tury were enabled, by means of charts copied 

at Lisbon by Linschoten from the l*ortuguese 
archives, to penetrate the marine mysteries of the 
Far East, gratefully named their first 1an«1fall in 
Japan after their enterprising oonntiyman. Later 
in the day, as Mr. Harris looked at Akaishi Island, 
be tims recorded his impressions : — 

"Conflicting emotions caused by the sight of 
these Japanese possessions. My future brought 
vividly to mind. Mental and social isolation on 
the one hand; and cm the other one, important 
public duties, which, if properly discharged, will 
redoimd to my credit. A people ahnost llnkuo^vn 
to the world is to be examined and reported on 
in its social, moral, and political state ; the prodno- 
tions of the oomitxy, animal, vegetable, and mineral, 
to be ascertained ; the products of the industry of 
the country found out, and its capacity for com- 
mercial intercourse, what are its wants, and what 
has it to give in exchange. A new and difficult 
language to be learned, a histoiy which may 
ihrow some light on that of China and Korea to be 
examined, and finally the various religious creeds 
of Japan are to be looked at. These various mat- 
ters oif er abundant occupation for my mind, and 

ddQ, lutTing Sato no MiaaU light foradayand ]iiglit]aBd> 
mitrit, 
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will snidy pTe^ent anytiimg like ennui being felt, 
if I only give myself heartily to the work, and if 

that sine qua non of all earthly occupation, healthy 
be vouchsafed to me by the Great Giver of all good.*' 

The excitement proved too much, and Morpheas 
was baniahed that night Nert day he wrote 

Bested badly — conld not driTO Japan and my 
duties, on which I am so soon to enter, from my 
mind. Tried every plan to induce sleep, not for- 
getting Dr. Franklin's air bath, but I did not sleep 
until after four A. iL, and was ealled at six o'ckxsk, 
as we breakfast at seven. 

^ The ship has been going on well dnring the 
night, averaging about ten knots per hour. Morn- 
ing bright and beautiful ; wind continues fair, but 
is not so strong as last night. Saw an albatross, 
the first I have seen since I last left the coast of 
California in the month of October, 1850. The 
bird looked almost like a friend, certainly like an 
old acquaintance. We are to-day about seventy 
miles east of the coast of Kiushiu, but the water is 
like a desert so &r as man is concerned ; not a 
ship, junk, boat> or craft of any kind isyiBible,and 
'this, too, when near the coast of an empire more 
populous than the United States ! What a con- 
trast to the whirl of life on the opposite side of the 
Pacific I I shall be the first recognized agent from 
a civilised power to rende in Japan. This forms 
an epoch in my life, and may be the beginning of 
a new order of things in Japan. I hope I may so 
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condiiot myself that I may Bare lumorable men* 
tion m tlie histories wliioh will be written mi 

Japan and its future destiny.'* 

Mr. Hams had not yet emancipated his pen 
from the nncouth Dutch speUing, inaeconite Euro- 
pean notions, and the provincialism of suoh oaoo- 
graphy as **Siri Jama*' for Sliiroyama (Haknsan 
or white mountain), " Foosi Jama " for Fuji- Yam a 
or San, and " Nippon " for Hondo. The scholars 
of the British Legation, who were to lay the fom^ 
dations of critical soholarslup, ref onn translitera- 
tion, and prick the bubble of Japan*s mythical 
cbronology, Messrs. 8atow, Aston, Chamberlain, 
et aL, were still at home. It is not known that 
Fuji-San had ever been ascended by a white man. 
Tbougb Siebold Japanese pupils had measured 
the beight of Hakuzan, the writer was the first 
foreigner wbo ever reached its top.^ 

Approaching Cape Idzu, many jimks were in 
sight. Towards evening they increased in sucb 
numbers that it was difficult to avoid collision. 
The engines wero stopped and the ship lay to 
during the night, which was one of rain squalls. 
During this day, August 20, Dr. Wood taught 
both Mr. Harris and Mr. Heusken the use of a 
tourniquet in case of accident, and gave bints as to 
the right use of quinine. 

From this point, Mr. Harris teUa his own stoiy 
in his journals. 

1 The Mikado's Empire^ p. 530; Rein's J«span, p. 78. 
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If " an ambassador," aooording to Wotton's definition, " is an 
hoiiMfe man wat to Be dbnMul for UsoonuiioiiweaUli,*' HMik was 
no ^fdonuit. H, on the ooubctajf an AmerioaB Minwliw to an 
Oriental Court is a representative of the moral prfneiples of the 
gieat CSnisfeiaa Ropnblioy Hania deaerrea the name in its beat 
seiaa» Nixoni. 

^Rie moat trholeoome Inflwimm that can be emrtad upon a 

young indiTidnal or nation is to awaken in him or it self-respect 
and a manly sense of independence. ISuoh it has always been the 
policy of United States diplomacy to do in Japan. Wliatever else 
changed at each change of the administration, this never changed. 

NrrOBi. 

Des]^ the admiration lor military mrploits which Hkb Amer- 
icans have sometimes shown, no country is at bottom more per- 
vaded by a hatred of war, and a sense that national honor standa 
rooted in national fair dealing. Jaiucs Bkycs. 

However great in number and variety be the nationa of the 
earth, the God who rules over them all (or binds them together) 
can never be move than one. Okvbo IohiO. 
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HOU8£iLEEPING IN 8HIMODA. 

Thursday, August 21, 1856, six a. m. Find 
ourselves in sight of land, which proves to be Cape 
Oma^eaki.^ Large numbers of fishing-boats, near 
sevenly. Like the appearance of the Japanese, 
clean and well dad. Cheerful looking; pretty 
fish-boats. At half past seven A. M. under way. 
Showery. Write letters announcine^ my arrival to 
the Governor of Shimoda and Minister of Foreign 
AfiEairs, sending to the latter a letter from Mr. 
Secretary Maroy. Mr. Heusken makes Dutch 
translations of these various letters. When at the 
mouth of the harbor, a boat with the American 
flag at the bow, and Japanese flags, — stripes, white, 
black, white, horizontal, — came o£E, bringing a 
pilot, who soon took us into the petite harbor of 
Shimoda. It is rather a bight than a harbor, and 
not more than three vessels like the San Jacinto 

^ In Totomi, the seat of a lighthouse, a few miles southeast of 
the great naval station of Yokosfika ; near which is tlie grave of 
Will Adams, the Englishman, pilot and shiphuilder, who lived in 
Japan 1600-1620, and where are built the wooden and steel ves- 
sels of the Imperial navy, such as won the battle off the Yala 
River, September 17, 16^ 
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can moor at the same time in the inner harbor. 
The outer harbor is nothing more thap an open 
roadstead. Soon after we anchored, three officials 

and two Dutch interpreters ^ came ofiF from the 
Governor with his compliments on my arrival, ask- 
ing after my health, how long a passage I had, 
eto., offering to supply water and food to the ship. 
They also asked when I proposed to land ; in reply 
I said that as the weather was wet I would not 
land to-day, but if the weather was fair should do 
so on the morrow, asking what hour it would suit 
the Croyemor to teoehe my visit. In reply to this 
they said they would ask the Grovemor and make 
known his answer to-day. When asked what pro- 
visions could be furnished, thej said, " The Gov- 
ernor would answer." I asked if a house had been 
prepared for me. They said again, The Governor 
would answer," adding that Shimoda was a very 
poor place ; that it had not yet recovered from the 
effects of the earthquake of December, 1854, when 
every house in the place except fourteen were 
destroyed. These persons soon after left. 

Some of the offioers went on shore this after- 
noon, and were much pleased with the appearance 
of the little place and the people. The houses are 
all new and fresh looking. They found quite a lot 
of coal here for us, say some two hundred tons. 

At five p. M., the officials again came off, and 
^ HaitiTV Ji^aiiMn aUt to apaA Dntoh. 
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said that the letter I had given them for the Gov- 
ernor was then bein^ translated, and that the two 

for Yedo had been already sent oli', and tliat it 
would take five days for them to reach Yedo, that 
the Grovemor would he ready to receive my visit at 
one P. M. to-morrow. 

The interpreters were in constant trepidation 
and fear, and large drops of perspiration stood on 
their foreheads, while every word of question and 
answer was written down hy two of the party. The 
Commodore is quite unwell this evening. 
^ Friday, August 22, 1856. The officers off again 
this morning to inquire after the Commodore's 
health, and finding he was too unwell to go on 
shore to^ay, they said the Governor hegged to 
he excused from seeing me to-day, as he was 
unwell, etc. I said to-morrow would do as welL 
They asked if the Commodore would he well enough 
to go with me to-morrow, I answered I could not 
say, but that my \4sit was entirely independent of 
the Commodore ; that when he was well enough he 
would himself call on the Governor. 

I found tiiat it was their plan to delay my 
visit until the Conuiiodore w^as well enough, so 
that they mi^ht aftc rwards deny having received 
me on my individual account, but solely as one 
of the Commodore's suite ;^ and this was proved 

^ Tliose who think that. Mr. Harris wius too susjni ions may re- 
member tbat Commodore Perry, despite bis abruwdneiis, wau sev- 
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by their saying that when the Governor was 
wen enough to see me, he would send me word. 
I then said this was a matter concerning the dig- 
nity of my government, that the Governor should 
write to me excusing himself on account of illness, 
and that I would send that letter to my govem- 
ment, and leave it for its adjustment. 

This proposition greatly embarrassed them. 
The GoTomor was sick, therefore no letter was 
required. I insisted. They then offered to write 
to that effect themselves ; this I declined. 

I finally dosed the discussion by saying that if 
the Governor wrote his excuse to me before noon 
of to-morrow, I should be satisfied; but that other- 
wise, I should come on shore to-morrow at one 
o'clock to visit him. 

The Governor sent off ten Bonito and some 
small cray-fish as a present to the Commodore. 
Captain Bell gave them some seeds of a creeper 
and a large sort of squash, which they at fii*st 
accepted, but when they were just leaving tlie 
ship, they brought them back to the cabin, their 
courage having failed them. They went ashore, 
promising to let me know to^y about the visit to 
the Governor, etc. 

Visited the village of Kakizaki,^ oppodte Shi- 

enl times dMuved, in om Imtanoe reoeiiriiig a " ooipond," who 
pretended to be the "Pkinoe of Idni.*' See Life and Lmen qf 
8. WeU$ Willianu, p. 296. 
^ OTator Point 
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moda. The temple of this place, Yokashen, of the 
Shinto sect, is set apart for the aooommodation of 

Americans. The rooms are spacious and very 
neat and clean, and a person might stay here for 
a few weeks in tolerable oomfort. Near this 
temple is the Americaii oemeteiy, which contains 
four neat tombs, prettily fenced in. It is veiy 
small, only about fifteen by ten feet. 

Kakizaki is a small and poor fishing-village, but 
the people are clean in person and civil in manner. 
Ton see none of the squalor which nsnally attends 
poverty in all parts of the world. Their houses 
are as clean as need be, every inch of ground is 
cultivated, as the ground is very rolling, rising up 
in pinnacles of lava or indurated clay ejected from 
volcanoes, ancL so steep as not to be arable. It is 
ft pity goats are not introduced here. The pinna- 
cles afford fine grazing for goats, and their habits 
of climbing would make them at home on them ; 
their milk would be a nutritious food, and cheese 
might be made from it also, and this would be an 
object to the Japanese even though they might not 
eat the flesh.^ 

The views from the ship present a series of ser- 
rated hills rising up to fifteen hundred feet high, 

^ The first Dutch shipg coming' to Japan in 1600 wore laden 
with butter and cheese, for which tlic Japanese cared nothing 
then and but little now. The Dutchmen soon changed their 
cargoes to salt the Japanese taste and demand. 



38 MB. HABBISra JOURNAL, 



moBt of which axe ooYered with fir, sproce, and 
oedar trees. 

The Temple Bioehen, at Shimoda, is also set 

apart for the use of Americans. Perhaps I may 
have to reside in it until a house can he prepared 
for me. 

Late this afternoon, the officers again came ofiE, 
bnt I declined to see them, so Mr. Heusken heard 
irhat they had to say and reported it to me. The 

purport was that the Governor was really unable 
to see me to-morrow, and they offered to hring a 
doctor's certificate to that effect, and earnestly 
h^ged me to postpone my visit nntil another 
day. I caused them to be told that I was most 
anxious to do all I could to oblige the Governor, 
and that I wished to be on friendly terms with 
him; I should therefore consent to postpone my 
visit nntil Monday; that no visits could be paid on 
Sunday or any business transacted on that day. 
They were also told that Commodore Armstrong 
would not visit the Governor until after I had seen 
the Governor, and that we should not come to- 
gether to pay a visit to the Governor. The offi- 
cers were most urgent to see me, and their anxiety 
on this point appeared to increase with my refu- 
sals, but I persisted, and at last they left quite 
chap-fallen. It is now understood that I am to 
visit the Governor on Monday at ten A. M. Some 
of the officers have been on shore, and report a 
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very pretty bazar lias been opened, with great dis- 
play of lacquered ware, etc., etc. 

Saturday, August 23, 1856. Go on shore with 
CaptaiiL Bell and Mr. Heuaken; visit the Temple 
Bioshen. It is badly placed for hot weather, 
being at the foot of a steep hill that shuts out 
the southwest wind entirely, and is surrounded by 
stagnant pools and other disagreeables. 

We afterwards visited six or seven other tem- 
ples. They are all built after one pattern, some a 
little larger and in better order than the others, 
and having more agreeable situations, but be- 
yond this they are exactly alike. We afterwards 
walked up the valley some two miles. Saw a 
large indosure containing some twenty detached 
buildings, all new, and in fact some were not yet 
completed. I learn this is the residence of the 
Governor. In the afternoon I went again to Kaki- 
zaki. I find the temple there has been deaned out^ 
apparently to prepare it for my reception. I have 
thought much about my accepting this temple for 
my residence. The Luilding is as good, if not 
better than any of the others, but it is isolated, 
and the approach is through the narrow and 
crooked alleys of a very jpaov fishing-village. I 
should here be unseen and unknown to the people^ 
and to go to market my servants, in bad weather, 
could not cross in a boat, and the road to go and 
return would be nearly five miles. Again, the 
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treaty says, and my oommission says, I am to xe> 
side at Shimoda. Now Kalnzaki is not Sbimoda. 

I therefore think I shall refuse this temple as my 
place of residence. 

Weather delightful. Barometer 30.10. The 
air is like that of the United States, fall of oxy- 

Sunday, Augnst 24, 1856. Do not leave the 
ship. In the afternoon the Japanese come off and 
desire to see me. I decline either to see them or 
to hear their messages, for the reason that it is 
Sunday. They uige me at least to hear their 
message, saying that it is very important, and 
from the Governor. They also say that when 
Commodore Perry was here, he made no differ- 
ence for Sunday,^ etc., etc. I adhere to iny pre- 
vious determination, telling them through Mr. 
Heusken, that they oan oome off to-morrow morn- 
ing as early as they please, and then state their 
message. 

Monday, August 25, 1856. The officers come 
€& at eight ▲. M. with a message that the Governor 
will be ready to receive me at ten o'clock. At 
that hour go on shore accompanied by Captain 

Bell and some ten others. 1 go in the Commo- 
dore's boat, having my Secretary with me. The 
three boats preceded me so that the officers could 

1 Compwe PerryV Eiqtedition, p. 276 ; Life and LUUn 8, 
WdU WiUianu, pp. 216, 254. 
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land and form in order before I landed. Wlien 
my boat had polled well off from Hie ship a salute 

of thirteen gims was fired, waking up the grandest 
echoes among tlic hills. On landing I found the 
atreets thronged with persons collected to see us 
pass. I was conducted to a new building, nearly 
in the centre of the town. 

I was politely received by the Governor and 
vice-governor. Asked after my health, when I 
left the United States, etc., etc. They asked in 
whose honor the salute was fired, and were told 
that it was in mine, when I peiceiTed lhat I in- 
stantly rose in their estimation. The Grovemor 
said he should like to see such guns fired, where- 
upon Captain Bell invited him to visit the ship on 
Saturday next, as they are now painting on board, 
and he feared they might soil their dothes. Be- 
fireshments were served up in Japanese style. The 
cooking was excellent and served up with extreme 
neatness and cleanliness. I am mueh pre])ossessed 
in favor of tlieir cookery. I asked the Governor 
when I could see him on business. He said I 
could enter on business then if I pleased. I replied 
that it would not be good breeding to enter on 
business on a visit of ceremony. He then said the 
vice-governor would attend me the next day, at 
the same hour and place, and that the vice-goy- 
emor could act as himselE, etc, etc 

Our visit lasted nearly two hours, and we were 



Digitized by Google 



42 MB. HARRW8 JOUBITAZ, 



all much pleased with the appearance and manners 
of the Japanese. I repeat they are superior to 
any people east of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Tuesday, August 26, 1856. I omitted yester- 
day to state that a su2)orior interpreter appeared 
at my interview. He is attached to the office of 
the Minister for Foreign AfEairs; a good inter- 
preter, of most agreeable manners, and a true 
eourtier. Seven scribes recorded our sayings and 
doings yesterday. To-tlav ashore at ten with Mr. 
Heusken. Met the vice-governor and the person 
from Yedo, who evidently has come down since 
our arrival was reported there, although they say 
the journey cannot be made under five days from 
here to Tedo. 

My interview was long and far from satisfac- 
tory. They did not expect the arrival of a consul. 
A consul was only to be sent when some difficulty 
arose, and no such thing had taken place. Shi- 
moda was a poor place, and had been recently 
desolated by an earthquake. They had no resi- 
dence prepared for me. I had better go away and 
return in about a year, when they hoped to have 
a house ready. The treaty said that a consul was 
to come if both nations wished it,^ that it was 
not left to the simple will of the United States 

1 "There shall he a^ppoiated by the sovenaxmA of the United 
States, oonsols or agents, to reside in Shimoda . . . prorided that 
either of the two goyemmentB deem anoh aixaiigeaiBiife naeoroiiry." 
Ferrjf^s Treat]f, art. zL 
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gOTemment. Would I land at Kakizald and take 
np my residence at tbe temple there, and leave the 

question of my official residence to be settled by 
future negotiations ? Yedo was also in a ruinous 
condition from an earthquake ten months sinoe,^ 
therefore they oonld not offer me a house there 
while building one here. 

The foregoing is the substance of their remarks 
and propositions, made and renewed and changed 
in every possilde form and manner during three 
mortal hours. I need hardly write that I courte- 
ously but firmly negatived all their propositions. 
They eatliestly protested against the idea that 
they refused to receive me, or that they meant in 
any way to break the treaty. They at last begged 
to adjourn the business until to-morrow at the 
same hour, to give them time to consult. 

The sales in the bazaar cannot be much under 
two thousand dollars ; tlie prices are most exorbi- 
tant. They appear to raise them at each new 
arrival of a ship here. Ordered spars to make 
my flagstaff, one of 50 f eet» 12 inches by 8, and 
the other, 30 feet long, 7 inches by 4 inches, and 
four small pieces. 

1 This great earthquake is graphically described in a well- 
illustrated book, entitlf'd The Tribulations of Ans^i (year period, 

18.'34-1859). Most of the dead, allej^ed to nuiiibor 104.(XH), w(?re 
buried in or crcniatiMl near the one enlai'j^ed ttiinple-yanl of E' Ko 
•In, where also tlie alleg-ed ir)*),()yO victims of the seisuxic disturb- 
ances of 105G had beeu interred or inurned. 
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Wednesday, August 27, 1856. On shore at ten 
A. M. by appointment to meet the Governor or viee- 
goyernor, but neither of them made his appeap- 
ance. Ten persons were present, including the 
Yedo ofi&ciaL They said the Governor was very 
ill the piCYious night with a violent headache, so 
they were unable to consult with him. They then 
said that the treaty provided for a consul, but not 
a consul-general : that the additional articles had 
not been sent out as ratified ; that they expected 
the goyemment of the United States would send 
out an ambassador with the rati£»d articles, and 
then enter on negotiations about sending a consuL 

I told them I was surprised the vice-governor 
should not .appear after making an appointment 
with me ; that I considered it as want of respect^ 
and that I must decline entering into any conver- 
sation about my affiurs with any one but the Gov- 
ernor or vice-governor ; that I would go on board 
the steamer and consult with Commodore Arm- 
strong, and then he would determine whether he 
would take me up to Yedo, and there get satisfac- 
tion. 

The officer from Tedo said he was of higher 

rank than the Governor, and asked why I should 
object to negotiate with him. I replied that I 
could only know the official authorities of the 
place, and with them only have any official inter- 
course; that for himself I had a high esteem. 
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based on whaJb I liad seen of him, but that peraonal 

feeling could not ghre him that statns which my 
official business reijiiired. They urged nie to pro- 
ceed in the matter, but to some questions they put 
I said I had no answer to give them. They con- 
stantly renewed and urgently the request that I 
would proceed with them. I as constantly de- 
clined. They then said they would report on what 
had occurred to the Governor, and requested me to 
meet them to-morrow at the same hour to meet the 
Tioe-govemor. I told them that, as the Tioe-gor- 
emor had broken his appointment with me, I ooaM 
not consent to make another appointment until 
I had some explanation or apology for his absence 
of this morning ; that I wished the Governor or 
irioe-gOYemor to write me a letter and send it to 
me on board the steamer, stating whether they 
would receive me in Shimoda or not, and whether 
they would assign me a house to reside in ; that I 
desired this letter to be sent to me either to-day or 
to-morrow morning. 

They were anxious to know whether I was re- 
solved to go to Yedo, if not received here. I said 
that would be settled after oonsidtation with the 
Commodore. They were greatly agitated when I 
mentioned the going up to Yedo. 

Thursday, August 28, 1856. The vice-governor, 
the high person from Yedo, and a large suite 
came off this morning. The vice-governor ex- 
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plained his absenoe yesterday by saying ihe indi- 
vidual from Tedo was of higher rank than himself, 

and had full powers from the government to act 
in my matters. He then said that he was ready to 
receive me with all the honors due to my high 
place, and to assign me the only place that was 
habitable for my residence, the Temple of Yoka- 
shen at Kakizaki ; that Kakizaki was in point of 
fact a part of Shimoda, subject to the same gov- 
ernor, magistrates, police, etc., etc. ; that the name 
was only local to distinguish it as a part ol Shi- 
moda, as the suburbs of Western cities receive dis- 
tinctive local names ; that the Gro-yosho was as its 
name indicated an " Imperial seat " built solely 
for the reception of strangers of distinction who 
came to Shimoda ; that the Governor had no power 
to use it for liimaAlf or to authorize its use by 
others ; that I must see how deplorably the place 
had been injured by the earthquake ; that as to 
the temples in Shimoda they were all actually occu- 
pied as places of worship and for cemeteries ; that 
it would be an outrage on the feelings of the peo- 
ple who worshiped there, or who frequently went 
there to offer prayers at the graves of their ances- 
tors, to find the place used for secular purposes ; 
that the temple at Kakizaki was not of this char- 
acter; that its purpose was the accommodation 
of parties who went out to make a religious holi- 
day ; that its occupation by me would be inconven- 
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ient, bnt would not be a deaecratiQn ; ^ that the 
govemment at Yedo could not give me any other 

answer, even if I went up there in the steamer ; 
that my residence was to be eonsiderctl as only 
temporary and until they coidd erect a proper 
building for me, and that they would adapt the 
building as much as they could to my wants ; 
finally^ that they had offered me the best they had, 
and if I did not at'ce})t it, I could not say tliey had 
refused to receive nie, or to furnish me with quar- 
ters. I told them I would send my answer on 
shore in two bonrs by my secretary. 

Accordingly I instructed Mr. Heusken to say to 
the Governor that I was most anxious to avoid 
any difficulties, and although I feared my govern- 
ment might blame me for accepting a residence at 
Kakisaki, instead of Shimoda, I would accept it 
with the f uU understanding that a suitable house 
was to be prepared for me as soon as possible, and 
that I must have a boat and men constantly at my 
command for my use while there. 

I also gave notice that I should want two large 
boats on Saturday to take my things on shore, and 
men to take them from the landing to the house, 
with proper persons to watch them until I came on 
shore, etc., etc. 

^ The Japaiipse woro then rij^lit, .ind in being m, in iJ^.'d, sliowtj J 
the utt^r oc'C'ult.ilion of the ancient Shinto faith (until 1670) 
by BaddhUm. bee The Religions of Japan^ chapter vii. 
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Friday, August 29, 1856. Ms, Hensken goes 
on shore ^th the carpenter to aid him in selecting 
a spar, etc., and afterwards to go over to Kaki- 

zaki to indicate wliat alterations, etc., are required 
in the temple to fit it for my residence, etc. 

The Grovemor informs me that three rooms in 
my house will be required for Japanese offioers 
who are to be with me night and day **to await my 
pleasure." I return a message that I require all 
the rooms, and that under no circumstances would 
I permit any Japanese, except servants, to be in 
my house, or even to enter it without my permis- 
sion. 

The carpenter comes off at three P. M. saying he 
cannot find a stick that will answer for my flag- 
sta£E. Mr. Heusken at six p. M. informs me that 
the Japanese say they have cnt three trees that 
will answer, but they cannot be got to the ship 
before Monday morning. The authorities have 
s^eed to f^ive me all my rooms, and to withdraw 
their threatened police force. 

Dr. Wood, fleet surgeon, teUs me a story which 
strongly illustrates the determination of the author- 
ities to prevent the people from having any inters 
course with us, except what is unayoidable. 

While in the bazaar a man came to him for 
medical advice for a cutaneous affection; after 
examination, the doctor wrote a prescription and 
gave it to the man telling him (through the inter* 
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preter) to take the paper on board tlie San Ja- 
cinto, where medicine would be given to him which 
would cure him. The man, with many thanks, took 
the paper and went away. An hour afterwards Jie 
retamed, lookiiig mueh alanned. He came to the 
doctor, and gave him a paper, which he foimd to 
be the prescription. . The doctor made signs that 
he should take tlie paper to the ship. The man 
shook his head and again forced the paper into the 
doctor's hands, making significaDt motions with his 
finger that his head would be cat off if he took the 
paper to the ship 1 1 ! 

Saturday, August 30, 185G. Busy writing let- 
ters until one p. m. After diimer the Yedo officer 
came off with five others. The Govemor sent his 
compliments to me and requested me to visit him 
at the Go-yosho at ton A. M. of Monday. I ac- 
cepted. They then asked if the Commodore would 
come olf with me. I said I presumed he would if 
well enough, and, as he was better to-day, I had 
no donbt he would come. They then asked when 
the Govemor could visit the ship, and Tuesday 
was suggested. I discovered that the invitation to 
me was a ruse to get the Commodore to visit the 
Governor Jimf, and then the Govemor could visit 
the ship. I told them frankly that, by the rule of 
our country and aU Western etiquette, the Commo- 
dore of a ship or squadron makes the first visit, 
and the reason the Commodore had not already 
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visited the Governor was the illness of the Commo- 
dore in the first place, and then afterwards the ill- 
ness of the GoTemor ; this gave them great satis- 
faction. The Commodore came in afterwards, and 
he accepted the invitation for Monday, and at the 
same time told them that he should have gone with 
me at my first visit. This startled and pleased 
them, for they evidently had not forgotten that he 
had told some of them that he would not visit the 
Governor luitil after T had heen received. Then 
it was settled that tlie Governor would visit the 
ship on Tuesday at eleven li. 

I was requested not to land until as late a day 
as possible, in order to give them the utmost time 
to j)repare the temple for niy reception. AVednes- 
day morning was named, and they then told me 
that they would be there to reoeive me in due form. 

I am compelled to pay seventy-eight dollars for 
a spar to make my flag-staff — an enormous price I 

lieam that some great personage lias arrived at 
the residence of the Governor, as a long procession 
was seen by some of our officers, preceded by her- 
alds bearing the coat of arms, then a number of 
norunono, one very laxge,^ a led horse, servants 
bearing luggage, etc., etc. 

^ Aeeoidiqg to llie etiquette and eamfnlly gradwited honon 
•nd paraphemaliA of feudalism. The hoge nofimono or palan- 
qnin of offioen of lank had the needleaaly laige and heavy bear, 
oz'a beam emed oa top. 
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Sunday, August 31, 1856. A lovely day. Write 
many letters. Japanese come off to see me. I 
refuse to see any one on Sunday. I am resolved 
to set an example of a proper observanoe of ihe 
Sabbalih by abstaming from all business or plea- 
sures on tbat day. I do not mean I should not take 
a quiet walk, or any such auiusemcnt. I do not 
mean to set an example of Puritanism, but I will 
try to make it what I believe it was intended to be, 
a day of rest. 

Monday, September 1, 1856. At ten A. H. go 
on shore with Conmiodore Armstrong and a suite 
of officers. At the Go-yosho meet the new Gov- 
ernor, vice-governor, and the other Governor. It 
appears there are two Governors and two vice- 
governors for this place ; they pass six months in 
ihimoda, then six fn Ye^o. ^ new one arrives 
in pursuance of this rule. The conversation began 
with complimentary inquiries about health, etc., 
etc ; then I was asked what was the secret object of 
my government in sending me to Japan. I an- 
swered that I knew nothing beyond the fact of my 
appointment and our treaty rights. I was asked 
if I should go to Hakodate ? I replied, that would 
depend on circumstances. If I was wanted there I 
should go. 

They then ran over all the old objections, and 

civilly asked me to go away ; and on my declining 
to do so, they asked the Commodore if he had no 
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power to take me away. That was answered by 
saying that he was a militaiy man. His oiders 
were to bring the oonsnl - general to Shimoda 
and land him there, and then his part was done. 

They asked would he take a letter from the Japan- 
ese government to the American government ex- 
plaining their rabamsaed position, and asking for 
my removaL The Commodore answered that all 
communications for his goyemment ^mm the Jap- 
an ese would of necessity come through the consul- 
general. Next, would the Commodore write to his 
government exphuning the reasons why the Jap- 
anese refused to receive the consul-general This 
question, covering as it did a positive intention to 
refuse me, excited much surprise, and received a 
positive negative. I was then asked would I for- 
ward a letter from the Japanese government to 
the American government. I answered I would 
if it was written by the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs. Would not the Governor of Shimoda do as 
well ? He had full powers to treat with me, there- 
fore it was the same thing. I replied that it might 
be the same thing to them, but it was not in our 
eyes. Would I write to my government asking 
for my own removal? This was declined. 

It was now twelve o'clock, two mortal hours 
having been frittered away in renewing and twist- 
ing the foregoing mto all possible forms. Refresh- 
mento were served. The Govemors retired for a 
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short time, and after their return, and the ti£&n 
being over, tlie Commodoie and his snite, except 
fleet Smgeon Wood, retired, leaving me with tiie 
doctor and my interpreter. 

They now took another turn, apologized for de- 
laying and wasting so much time in trivial ques- 
tions, but their excuse was their want of knowledge 
of sooh matters — that it was a new thing, ete^ etc 
They asked me if I had any new n^otiations to 
propose. I answered none at that time. Did I 
intend to make new regidations about sailors who 
were shipwrecked, or should I change the place of 
the consulate without giving notice to tiiem? I 
answered no. 

They inquired what were my powers and privi- 
leges as a consul. To which I gave a short synop- 
sis of both. They then begged me again to write 
.my govenmient the strong objections they had to 
leoeiving a oonsol at this time, stating that they 
had opened SMmoda to tiie Dutch and Bnssians, 
and that they would send a consul here as soon as 
they knew 1 was received here. (This was news.) 
I replied that I could not write any formal letter ; 
that if I did, it would not be attended to on such a 
point; that I should, as a matter of course, give 
my government an account of all that had occurred 
here, but they might be sure it would not elicit any 
reply ; that if they wanted to communicate with 
llie government of the United States, let their 
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Minister of Foreign Affairs write a letter, and Jbe 
might depend on leoeiving a speedy answer. 

Thegr said their laws f orhade it. Here, for the 
third or fourth time, they hegged me not to be 
offended with them. They were acting under 
orders. The matter was new to them, and from 
their ignorance it appeared the more alarming. It 
being now near two, I prepared to leave them. I 
should remark that at tiffin-time I was told the 
boats were ready to go to the frigate to bring 
oif my baggage, and asked if they should go. I 
answered in the aiHrmative. Now this fact took 
place during a disenssion in which they had, in 
fact, declared they would not receive me, and it 
convinced me they were acting a part in which 
they did not even liope to succeed. 

The people are of a genial disposition, and are 
evidentiy inclined towards intercourse with foreign- 
ers, but the despotic rule of the country, and the 
terror they have of their so-caDed if^exiih laws, 
forbid them to express their wishes. 

I do not like the look of the new Governor. He 
has a dark, sullen look, and I fear I shall have 
trouble with him ; I much regret the change. Got 
on board near three p. h., and commenced at once 
sending off my traps; all of the supplies, furni- 
ture, and some heavy luggage were sent ofP, and all 
in pretty good order, except a hat in a leather box, 
which was destroyed. 
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Tuesday, September 2, 1856. The new Gov- 
ernor and the old and Tioe^veinior, oar Yedo 
friend, and a large suite came on board at ten a. h. 

Men were exercised at the guns, and went through 
all the manoeuvres of an action, marines were put 
through the manual and marching, etc., and a 
salute was fired. Then to table, and their pei^orm- 
anoes in the way of eating and drinking were note- 
worthy. What was not eaten was earned away.^ 
Ham, tongue, salt beef, and such preserved food 
as is found on board a ship, seemed, all of it, to 
suit their appetites. The new Governor was cold 
and rude ; not even the raw brandy, which he and 
others drank, seemed to warm his heart, or thaw 
him towards us. 

They asked when I should land, and were told 
to-morrow at five p. m. I was informed that two 
ofiloers of rank would be sent to escort me to my 
new residence. The spar for my lower flag-staff 
only reached the ship at one p. m. The carpenter 
says it shall be done to-morrow. 

Wednesday, September 3, 1856. Go on shore 
and select spot for flagstaff to stand. Betum and 
write letter to Secretaiyof State, — twelve fools- 
cap pages. 

Four p. M. Instead of the flag-sta£E's being 

1 This was in good f onn. Leavings are Inoky " is a Japanese 
ptorerb, and tiie eqpaeioiiaa]MT« of tiieold-faahkiied haoii aemd 
<3ie polite purpose well. 
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ready at noou, it is not yet completed, and there 
is a fair chance it will not be sent ashore to-night. 
Mr. Hensken was taken ashore to interpret about 
the bills, etc., with a positiye promise he shotild be 
brought back at half past twelve. At lialf past 
two P. M. he procured a shore boat and came off. 
So much for promises. I decide to land to-day, so 
I send off all my remaining traps, and attended 
by two officials leave the ship at five P. H., having 
taken a kind leave of all. 

As I left the ship the men manned the rigging 
and gave mc three hearty cheers. The men in my 
boat reaponded, and a oounter-oheer of two more 
came from the ship. Through snrf , and then the 
band on the quarter-deck struck up ^ Hail Colum- 
bia." I was both flattered and touclied by this 
mark of attention. It showed at least that I had 
80 oonducted myself while on board the San Jaeinto 
(off and on, five months) that I had secured the 
good will of all on board, and so I came on shore 
for my final landing in J apan. On reaching my 
temple, I found the vice-governor and a suite 
of officials awaiting my arrival to welcome me, 
whidi they did in veiy good terms, at the same 
time showing me a present of fowls, eggs, and lob- 
sters from the Governor. 

Two things I must note which caused me some 
regret in the San Jacinto : the first, that Commo- 
dore Armstrong was again quite unwell, with con- 
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ddmUe fever, and the other that he and Captain 
BeU lef used to permit me to pay anything for my 
mess while I was on board, saying I had not cost 
the mess one cent extra ; that I never tlrank any 
wine, nor had called for any different cookery ; that 
I had not given any trouble, nor added to their 
eaq^aea. They therefore declined receiving any- 
thing from me. This was contrary to agreement, 
as before I left New York I agreed with the Com- 
modore and Captain Bell that I should be allowed 
to pay my share of the mess. 

We were up till after midnight getting copies 
made of my dispatohes. The spar came ashore 
just at dusk, too late to put up my staff. 
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AUTUMN EXPERIENCES IN JAPAN. 

Thubsdat, September 4, 1856. Slept yery little, 
from excitement and mosquitoes ; ^ the latter are 
enormous in size. Men on shore to put up my flag- 
staff. Heavy lot. Slow work. Spar falls, breaks 
oross-trees ; f ortonatelj no one hurt. At last get 
a reinf oroement from the sbip ; flag-staff erected. 
Men form a ring round it, and at half past two 
p. M. of this day I hoist the " First Consular Flag " 
ever seen in this empire. Grave reflections. Om- 
inous of change. Undoubted beginning of the 
end. Qneiy, — if for the real good of Japan? 

The San Jacanto left at five o*olock, saluting me 
by dipping her flag, which was answered by me, 
and then she left me " alone in my glory," not 
feeling very sad, for, in fact, I was too busy in 
opening boxes, searohing out eatables and mosquito- 
nets, to think of being down-hearted. Go to bed 
at eight p. m., and sleep welL 

1 One of the pests of Ji^mui. The native KaHdio,(nuMiqiiito- 
house ae net) is made of eahieal shape and fills the vhole room, 
hdiv Itnoir ^ ^ 9aatm hj tiagii and hooks hi the anppoctuif 
thnbem of die dweUup. On the other hand, honse.dies an few, 
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Friday, September 5, 1856. Busy all day in 
openiDg pai&ages, araanging contents, ordering 
▼arious articles from the Japanese. Got an old 

belfry made into a nice pigeon-house, in which I 
installed my four pairs of pigeons. Clear all 
day. 

Saturday, September 6, 1856. Same employ- 
ment as yesterday. Am getting things to look a 
little comfortable. ¥1nd that the Ichi-bu is equal 

to sixteen hundred sen or " cash." This takes two 
thirds o£E the price of eveiything I buy, as the 
Japanese have only allowed us sixteen hundred 
sen for the dollar, although the dollar weighs three 
times 88 much as the Ichi-bu, consequently is worth 
forty-eight hundred sen.^ 

Moriyama, the Yedo official, visited me to-day 
on a mere visit of friendships as he said. Qt^re 
him cakes and champagne. 

Hear a curious insect of the cricket tribe to- 
night ; sound w^as precisely like a miniature loco- 
motive at great speed. Bats in rooms. See enor- 
mous tete du mort spider, the legs extended five 
and a half inches as the insect stood. Unpleasant 

and ants are not numerous. Fleas, or noiui (deTOorers), are 
abundant, but the bedbug is unknown. 

' Ichi-bu, one bu or part. Zcni, or sen, vcii/A the general name 
for the copper or iron cash," or cast coin -with a square hole in 
Am eortM for stringing. Hie modem mdt of JaipoatM numey is 
the sen or oent and the yen or dollar, both atmek in a die, one 
boodred of the former melriiy one of the latter. 
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discovery of large rats in numbers running about 
the house. Light showers in the night. 

Sunday, September 7, 1856. No work to-day. 
Hcnst my flag, which is to be flown on Sundays, 
holidays, Japanese ditto, and when foreign ships 
are here. The Japanese were much pleased when 
I told them I should hoist my flag in honor of 
their holidays, and gave me list for six months. 

Monday, September 8, 1856. Weather same as 
yesterday. Get on very slowly in fitting up the 
house with shelves, closets, tables, etc., etc. Every 
carpenter that comes to do anything is attended 
1^ an officer. It may be to keep him from steal- . 
ing, but more likely to prevent any communication 
between us. 

I have required ray poultry to be all hens or 
pullets. They inform me that in Japan fowls are 
always hatched in pairs, one cock and one hen, 
therefore they must give them to me in tiie same 
manner. Send to each of the first Governors five 
pints of champagne, one quart brandy, two quarts 
whiskey, one anizette. This afternoon we discover 
a Bussian cemetery, with three tombs of the same 
patterns as the Americans. They are of persons 
who belonged to the Russian frigate Diana,^ and 
died in 1854 and 1855. One tomb is evidently 

^ WUdikadbemMiiglitaiiddeslnyjedinflMgiMtlidaliraTO 
ind wurtihqiiakm of Deoomber 22, 1866, b7 wbiab Shimoda wm 
Bisriy rained and dcpopnkttd. 
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that of an officer, but I cannot read tiie letters to 
make out his name or rank. 

This tomb is decorated with two crosses deeply 
cut in the stone ; one is four inches, the other about 
sixteen inches long. The presence of these crosses 
serves to prove that the Japanese of the present 
day haTB not that ezoeBsiye hatred of the cross ^ 
that was said to animate them formerly. On Sat- 
urday last I showed Moriyama my "Miteliell's 
Atlas," the frontispiece of which contains a col- 
ored engraving of the Landing of Cdmnbus," 
in which a large cross is prominently engraved. 
Moriyama paid no attention to it, or rather said 
nothing. Spaulding^ says that he asked a Japan- 
ese for his autograph, which he was about to write 
in his (Spaulding's) prayer-book, but, discovering 
a cross in the frontispiece, be with great trapidi^ 
tion refused to write. 

Tuesday, September 9, 1856. I applied on Fri- 
day last (6th) for two boys as house-servants. 
Am told to-day that they must write to Yedo 
about them. Grot measures of distance from Jap- 
anese. I am anxious to get my boose arranged, 
so that I may begin to wander about the country 
and see how it looks. Moriyama and suite visited 
me this afternoon. He said he came from the 

A feeliug wliicli was locally intense, and resulted in violent 
numifMrtalMmi abaort wholly in Kiuahiu and BouthweBtem Hondo, 
s J. W. Spoalding'* Urn Jt^mn Si^UUm, p. 286. N. Y.18S6. 
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Governor to inquire if I waa frightened by the 
thunder of last night — n Japanese ruse. 

He qaiedy changed to the sabjeet of Japanese 
servants, which I had asked for last week. Eb 
said there were none at Shimoda, must write to 
other places ; that they had to reflect on every new 
proposition a h>ng time ; that they could not de- 
cide as qnicUy as the men of the West, etc., etc 
I replied that I belieyed that servants could at 
once be procured for me in Shimoda ; that it waa 
treating me improperly to leave me to wait on 
myself. I showed him my blistered hands which 
had 80 become by my being compelled to do work 
in fault of proper servants. He then b^ged me 
to give them some more time to procure them 
(i. e., to invent lies to deny them, if they should 
think best to do so). I said I did not wish to 
appear impatient, and would wait for the remain- 
der of the week. I complained of the veiy great 
delay there was in executing my orders. I had 
for many days been expecting a number of slight 
things to be done, naming some of them, and al- 
though time enough to do them four times over 
bad elapeed, yet none of them had been done; 
that I felt that I was neglected, and eqiected it 
would be remedied. 

He at once began blowing up the officers who 
were with him, and gave me some of their excuses 
—a greater tissue of libs was never heard. The 



AXTTUm BXPERIENCEa BT JAPAN. 63 



matter was closed by an aBsarance on his part that 
I should have the matters attended to in the mom- 
mg. After this he got quite jolly on champagne. 

Thursday, September 11, 1856. Men are here 
working on various matters for my house. Had a 
flare-up with the officials, who told me some egre- 
gious lies, in answer to some requests I made. I 
told them plainly I knew they lied ; that if they 
wished me to have any confidence in them, they 
must always s})eak the truth ; that if I asked any- 
thing they were not authorized to grant, or about 
which they wished to consult, let them simply say 
they were not prepared to answer me ; but that to 
tell lies to me was treating me like a child, and 
that I should consider myself as insulted thereby ; 
that in my country a man who lied was disgraced, 
and that to call a man a liar was the grossest in- 
sult could be given him ; that I hoped they would 
for the future — if they told me anything — simply 
tell me the truth, and that I should then respect 
them, which I could not do when they told me 
falsehoods. Send Moriyama an atlas as a present. 

Friday, September 12, 1856. The vice-gover- 
nor and Moriyama with the usual suite. The 
object of the visit was my demand for two boys as 
house-servants. It was a rare scene of Japanese 
deceit, falsehood, flattery, and politeness. I at 
last got them cornered, and they were compelled 
to promise me to supply my wants by the 16tli. 
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They fought hard to have the boys leave at sun- 
set and return at daylight, but I was fij-m, and 
carried my point 

I may here remark that at all these visits they 
readily drink all I offer . them, ivine, oordials^ 
brandy, whiskey, etc., etc., and many of them 
drink more than enough. Spirits of all kinds 
they drink raw. 

Saturday, September 18, 1856. To-day is the 
anniversary of the patron saint of Slumoda,^ and 
is one of their greatest holidays ; but as my house 
is not in order, I remain at houie arranging books, 
etc., and trying to eradicate the cockroaches, which 
I have brought from the San Jacinto by thousands. 
They are a pest of the most disagreeable kind. 

Mr. Heusken went out to see what was doing, 
and says he saw a large procession bearing a metal 
mirror, and pieces of white paper (emblem of the 
Shinto religion). A large drum, borne by three 
men, was beaten by one. The fashion of the drum 
was like the Chinese, L e., a cylinder with one parck- 
ment head. He did not see any change of dress. 

A number of persons were throwing themselves 
into extravagant attitudes, and shouting or scream- 
ing loudly. The procession went to a temple, where 
a large quantity of holy water was showered on 
them by the attending priest. After their devo- 
tions they visited another temple, after which he 

1 UahqimiioJiigai 
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left. He did not see any of the theatricals referred 
to by Kaempfer, Fischer, and Herr Doeff. 

Sunday, September 14, 1856. Some of my Chi- 
nese servants vent out to walk. They were fol- 
lowed by three policemen. They offered to purchase 
some fruit, but were refused, and finally, on asking 
for a drink of water from a man who was by a 
well, he refused and ran away with the drinking- 
TesseL 

Monday, September 15, 1856. I expect the 
Governor to visit uic to-day, as I wrote him on 
Saturday asking him to order the proper officer to 
receive from Mr. Heusken $500 in silver coin, and 
to give him the same toeight of Japanese silver 
money. I am sure he will refuse, as they have 
heretofore refused, to take the dollar for more than 
their Ichi-bu, or quarter of a tael of silver. The 
value of the tael is about $1.36. The Ichi-bu is 
therefore worth thirty-four cents. We have here- 
tofore paid nearly two hundred per cent, over price, 
from their only allowing us thirty-four cents for 
our dollar. But this must have an end, and I am 
fully instructed by my government to insist on our 
money being taken at its proper value. 

In the afternoon, Moriyama and the third Gov* 
emor and suite visited me, bringing two boys of 
the ages of fifteen and sixteen years. Their names 
are Sukdzo and Takdzo ; the latter I take for my 
servant, and the other for Mr. Heusken. 
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On showing Kaempfer's work on Japan to the 
Goyernor, he at onoe pointed out the place of his 

and Moriyama's houses in Yedo, showing the gen- 
eral correctness of the plan of that city. I tried in 
Tarious ways to get at the population of Yedo from 
them, hat without any success. They said it was a 
large pkce, that there was such a laxge numher of 
persons going and coming daily that it was out of 
their power to state the population, etc., etc. Com- 
plained to the Governor that my servants on 
Sunday last had been followed by policemen, that 
they had been refused fruit which they offered 
to buy, and even denied a drink of water. I re- 
monstrated sharply against such conduct as dis- 
graceful, inhospitable, et<J., etc., and tliey promised 
that the matter should be inquired into. 

Qot some fine ripe grapes and persimmons 
to-day, and am promised a regular supply so long 
as they are in season. They have constantly denied 
to me having any such fruits here, and it was only 
after my cook had seen them in the streets on 
Sunday, and I charged them with falsehood about 
fruit, that they would bring them to me. 

Tuesday, September 16, 1856. At eleven o'clock 
go out for a walk. The patlis lead over towards 
Yedo Bay. The views were enchanting, sky clear, 
water blue, white caps cresting the waves, high- 
lands on the opposite side of Yedo Bay (N. £. 
side) dimly seen, Japanese junks with their large 



Digitized by Google 



AUTUMN EXPERIENCES IN JAPAN. 67 



sqnaTe sails soadding merrily before €tte wind. 

Ground here is cultivated ivherever water can he 
promred to inngate it. It appears to be equally 
rich on the steep hillsides as on the little plains. 
A streamlet of water is found running down the 
gorge between two hills, the ground is out into 
terraces, then the water is led from the highest 
parts right and left from the stream to the upper 
tenaoes, thence it trickles down to the next, and the 
next, until all the terraoes have been watered down 
to tiie foot of tiie hilL I never saw suoh fine crops 
of rice, or rice of so good a quality, as here. Rice 
is the chief produce. Some maize, millet, a little 
wheat, barley, and buckwheat are also grown. A 
great yariety of pulse and lentils is also grown. 
I see that many oleaginous seeds, of whose names 
I am ignorant, are also cultivated. A bulbous 
root, the Tare of the South Seas, is also grown 
here. We pursued our pleasant walk until we 
reached the highest hill in this vicinity, and from 
that we could just see the top of the celebrated 
Fuji*Yama, the lughest mountain in Japan, and 
not many miles from Yedo. 

Tuesday, September 23, 1856. Yesterday at 
four P. M. the wind b^an to blow fresh from 
E. S. E. with rain. The wind continued to freshen 
imtil at eight P. M. it became a heavy typhoon,^ 

^ Chinese Tai-fan (great wind). See T. A. S. J. for scientifio 
MMlyib Mid d«Mripiiim of tbeae oydoaes. The oifoulaii^ of 
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which oontmued up to midnight, when it modera- 
ted. The wind at four p. M. was S. S. E., and 

continued to haul to S. S. W., at which point the 
gale was heaviest. After midnight the wind stood 
W. N. W. 

I was under much apprehension that my honse 
would be blown down, as it shook in every post 

and beam, and swayed to and fro as the heavy 
gusts struck it. My kitchen was partly unroofed, 
and flag-staff blown oyer so as to stand at an angle 
of 65^ In the harbor every junk was east ashore, 
and many lives lost and much property destroyed. 
In Kakizaki, full one half the houses were blown 
down and some persons killed. The landing-jetty 
and breakwater are totally destroyed. 

At Shimoda the bazaar part of the Gk>-yo8ho is 
totally destroyed, and a large amoimt of beautif al 
lacquer and inlaid ware lost. One hundred houses 
blown down and twenty lives lost. The Japanese 
say it was the severest storm ever known at this 
place. 

Wednesday, October 1,1856. The Dntdi steam 
frigate Medusa,^ Captain Fabius, arrived here 

these storms, whoBe motion in a periphery is contrary to tiiat 
made by the hands of a wateh, is iadieated in Mr. Haixis*s boIm 
on the wind. 

^ For eipht years this man-of-war was active in the waters of 
Japan. On the 11th of July, 1863, having been fired on by the 
clansmen of Choshin while in the Straits of Shimonosdki, Captain 
Caaembroot shelled the Japanese batteries. Tho nszt year, as 
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to^y hem Hakodate en route to Nagasaki. I 
went <m board, u>d wm kindly received by Captain 

Pabius, who gave me a salute of eleven guns on 
leaving. ^ ^ 

Captain Fabius inf oims me that a mine of supe- 
rior ooals has been discovered at Hakodate, which 
will greatly reduce the price of that artide at that 
place, besides giving a superior quality. 

Captain Fabius also says that two steam vessels 
are now being constructed in Holland for the 
Japanese,^ which are to be paid for as follows: 
say one-fifth part in each of the following arti- 
cles, copper, lacquer-ware, etc., wax, camphor, and 
money or bullion for the remaining twenty per cent. 

Dutch mechanics of every branch connected 
with ship-building have been brought out for the 
Japanese, and they ore now giving instruction to 
the Japanese in all the various branches above 
referred to at Nagasaki. 

It appears that for some years the Dutch have 
received a part of the returns of their annual cargo 
in money or bullion. 

one of the four Dutch ships in the combined squadrons of Eng- 
land, France, the Netherlands, and the United States, assisted in 
the bombardment and destruction of the batteries. See Century 
Magazine, April, 1S1)2, and De Medusa in de Watertn van JcqMitt, 
door Jhr. F. de (Lisembroot. llie Ilag^e, LStio. 

* The befjinning' of the modem marine of Japan. See the " Ev- 
olution o£ the Japanese Navy," Harper's Weekljfj pp. 102.3-26, 
1894. 
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The King of Holland has, as it is said, written a 
letter to the Emperor of Japan strongly urging 
him to open liis kingdom ^ to the commerce of all 
nations, 

Friday, October 3, 1856. The Medusa sailed 
to-day for Nagasaki. 

Saturday, October 4, 1856. I am fifty-two 
years old to-day. God grant that the short re- 
mainder of my life may be more usefully and 
honorably spent than the preceding and larger 
portion of it. 

Sunday, October 5, 1856. The American 
schooner General Pierce arrived here from Ha^ 
kodate. She left no American vessels there, as 
it is too early for them. She comes here to com- 
plete her trading. Both the Medusa and General 
Pierce were in the typhoon of the 22d ult. 

Thursday, October 9, 1856. The General Pierce 
left to-day. Wrote by her to the Secretary of 
State, and others. 

Wednesday, October 22, 1856. I have not been 
well since the 17th of September. I am suffering 
from a bad wound in my left foot caused by tread- 
ing on a large nail, and also from a total loss of 
appetite, want of sleep, and depression of spirits. 
I attribute all but the wound to two causes: first, 
inability to take ezerdse in the open air, and 
second, from smoking too much ; the latter I must 

^ See Mntthew Calbraith Perry, p. 277. 
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break off. As I am now much better, I sball begin 
to go oat for exereise and hope to be in robust 

health again. The climate here is delightful. 

The Japanese have three times sent me the flesh 
of what they call a wild hog.^ Tlic flesh is pecu- 
liar; it is very tender, juicy, and of an excellent 
flavor; the taste is something between delicate veal 
and the tenderloins of pork. I am promised a 
full supply during the cold weather, which will be 
a great relief to my housekeeping. The typhoon 
destroyed all the grapes, but I have been well sup- 
plied with a great yariety of the persimmon, some 
as large as a pippin, and all of good quality. 
Chestnuts have also been sent to me. 

To-<lay a horse was brought to me to examine 
the saddle, bridle, etc. They are queer affairs, 
but I haye ordered a horse and trap|nngs to be 
sent to me from Yedo, not only for actual use, but 
to give me increased importance in the eye of the 
natives. For the same reason I have ordered a 
norimono. 

The Japanese officials are daily becoming more 
and more friendly and more open in their commu- 
nications with me. I hope this will grow and lead 
to good results by and by. 

^ Shislii, or Sus leucomystax, the wild boar so numerous iu 
Japan, and found also in Formosa, La said by Swinhoe to be the 
-w ild stock of thu Chinese pig'. It casta a large shadow in the 
native niytholog'y and caricature. 
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lAj poor ]ngeoiis luive all been killed in one 
night by my cat. I have sent up to Yedo for 
more. The Itachi, a species of large weasel,^ is a 
sad enemy to my hen-coops. 

Tharsday, October 23, 1856. A lovely day. 
The weather is as balmy and mild as in New York 
in October, but we have no smoke or haze in the 
air, and at night the thermometer does not fall 
below 60°. 

Took a walk of some filve miles ; the country is 
veiy beantifnlfis broken up in steep vdcanie cones, 
but every possible spot is terraced and cultivated 

like a garden. The labor expended in cutting 
down the rock to form some of these terraces is 
something wonderful. My walk led me first to 
Yandalia Point, the most southeastern part of 
the laud ; from this I had a view of the vast Psp 
(ufie, and it was a curious thought, that looking 
due south tliere was no land between me and Aus- 
tralia. Some five thousand miles I Turning more 
to the eastward, I saw the island of Oshima,^ with 
its volcano smoking on its summit. The day is 
almost calm, so the smoke arose like a mighty pil- 

1 The weasel family is well repveMnled in Japan. The itaebi, 
" the din oC whose rat-chasing is to oommon a clamor in the honaos 
of European residents," has a hnsy representative also in niytho- 

lot»y. For a scientific description, see T. A. S. J., vol. viii. p, 416. 

^ For an account of Vries Island or Oshima, see T. A. S. J., 
vol. V. p. 64, and vol. xi. p. 162. It was the place of exile of the 
famous archer Tam^tomo. 
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lar for thousands of feet; it tihen ^read out fomi- 
ing a Tast white olond. 

This volcano has been in action for some centu- 
ries, and occasionally treats us here to an earth- 
quake, as it did in December, 1853,^ when a mighty 
wave rolled in on Shimoda, encountering, as it 
entered, a flourishing town of some eight or ten 
thousand souls. When the wave receded, it left 
only fourteen houses standing, all the rest, tem- 
ples, bazaars, and a large number of the inhabit- 
ants, were swept into the bay by the reflux of this 
mighty wave, which was said to have been thirty 
feet high ; four times it returned ; but the deed of 
destruction was perfected by the first one. 

I passed through the yillage of Satora on the 
Yedo Bay, thence, through another village back of 
Kakimki whose name I do not know, home. I saw 
to-day, cherry, peach, pear, and persimmon trees, 
grapevines, ivy, althea, the last just putting out 
new leaves, blue privet, very pretty, many ferns, 
pine-trees in yariety, cedar, spruce, fir, and cam- 
phor trees. Camellia japonica forms the jungle 
here, and is out for fuel. I saw a few bushes of 
the common rose, but no flowers were on them. 
Among flowers whose names I know I found blue- 
bell, Canterbury, and Scotch thistle, the flrst I ever 
saw in the East, heart's -ease, yellow shamrock, 

^ In 1892 the smoke ce<ased and a great earthquake followed. 
The YoLcanio cone is 2600 feet high. 
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daisy, and others whose forms are familiar but 
whose names I do not know, and then many that 
were strange to me. How much I wish I was a 
botanist I 

The fine, (dear, bnudng air, the high cnltivation 
you see everywhere, combined with viewB which 

are of the most picturesque kind, and which are 
constantly changing, make a walk here a thing to 
be desired and h>ng remembered. 

Friday, October 24, 1856. Walked to the top 
of the hill that overlooks the harbor.' A wooden 
cannon, about twelve pound bore, is strongly 
bound with bamboo hoops from end to end ; the 
hoops are close together.^ Here also are two old 
iron guns, nine-ponnders, bearing the shield of the 
Dutch East India Company. These guns are only 
for signals. A lookout-house is erected here, and 
a guard is always here from daylight to dark. It 
commands a vast range of vision, and a ship could 
in dear weather be seen some twenty miles off. 

On my return I met a mountain priest,' one of 
a class whose vow binds him to ascend all moun- 
tains he can meet with. He bears a staff sur- 

^ These wooden mortan aefe npi^lit «re ued to fin off " day 
fiiewQgke " fog rigaale og fog amneememt. J£J?. p.621. Theae 
** fire-fiowen," which bloom in daj^igfat, have been intvodnoed at 

Coney Island and other snmmer plcasuro places in Amcriea. 
^ YamaboshL The sect was founded in the ninth centngJT. 

Their history is given in Satow and Hawes' Hand Jiook/or Jo^pani^ 
pp. m» 412. 
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mounted with a circle of iron ; wif^in is a trident 
like that of Siva. Four loose rings are attached 
to the circle, two on each side ; these make a jing- 
ling noise when the priest shakes his staff. I get 
forty-eight hundred of the small copper coin of 
Japanese for one dollar; ten of these given to the 
priest produced a long prayer and a great jingling 
of his rings. The priest was of a good pleasant 
oountenance and very robust in appearance. 

Saturday, October 25, 1856. The vice-governor 
visited me to-day. lie borrowed the " Treaties of 
the United States with Foreign Nations " for the 
purpose of having it translated. It will be a heavy 
work for them, as they will have to do it by means 
of a dictionary in English and Dutch. The two 
Kamis,^ who are Governors here, are to visit me 
on Thursday next. 

I have visited the prison of Shimoda. It corre- 
sponds generally with Gfolownin*s description of 
the prisons at Hakodate and Matsmai, but what 
he calls cages are simply cells made of squared 
joists of timber placed some three inches apart. I 
am sure they are larger and not ao solitary as the 
stone cells in the prisons of the United States. 
Imprisonment as a punishment for the Japanese 
is unknown : the punishments are either death or 
whipping, and the accused is only in prison until 
he can be tried. The Japanese code is somewhat 

^ Kami means snperior or lord. 
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sanguinary. Death is ioflicted for murder, arson, 
burglary, grand larceny, and for violent deport- 
ment towards a father. The parent cannot put 
his chfldren to death, but on complaint of disobe- 
dience of his children the government will punisli 
the child with whipping, or death, according to the 
nature of the offense. The Japanese declare that 
infanticide of legitimate children is unknown in 
Japan.i In cases where the parents are too poor 
to bear the incumbrance of an additional child the 
government makes au allowance to them for the 
purpose. Paupers are placed with their relatives 
and an allowance made for their support, but if 
the pauper goes out begging, the allowance ceases. 
There is no law to prohibit begging, and, in fact, it 
would be difficult to frame one in a country where 
all the priesthood, beside a large number of monks, 
hermits, and nuns, live solely on charity. There 
were three prisoners in the jail awaiting trial, two 
for gambling and one for a small larceny; they 
were to be tried to-day, and will either go home 
acquitted or else well whipped to-night. Whip- 
ping is inflicted with a small bamboo or rattan 
over the shoulders or back. The Japanese can- 
not understand our imprisonment for punishment.' 

^ Set tha aebul &ete, to diffemit from this vtatemeiit, in Pro- 
fenor Ganet Dropper** jptspw <m *' The PopnUtion of Japan dm- 
ing the Tokogawa En** in T. A, 8, J. vol. xxUL 

' Hwte are mnj moie and larger priions in Japan of tlie 
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They say for a man to be in a good house and 
have enough of food and clothing cannot be a 

punishment to a large portion of men, who only 
care for their animal wants and have no self- 
Tespect, and as they never walk for pleasure they 
cannot think it hard to be deprived of wandering 
about. 

Monday, October 27, 1856. Took a walk over 
the hills and up the valley of Shimoda, making a 
circuit of some ten miles, part of it on the road 
to Yedo. This is simply a foot or bridle-path of 
some six to eight feet wide, and is only practicable 
on foot or on horseback. Every new walk I take 
shows me more and more of the patient industry 
of the Japanese, and creates new admiration of 
their agriculture, while the landscape from the top 
of the hills, overlooking the temicee rising one 
above another like the steps of a giant staircase, 
and running over the rich fields of the valley, and 
terminating with a glimpse of the blue water of 
the sea, forms a series of charming views which 
are well worthy the pencils of able artists. So far 
as buildings or monuments are concerned, there is 
nothing to mark the age of the country. 

There are no venerable ivy-grown ruins ; — no 

Mtfiji era (186&-1895) as compared with the times wlioi arresti 
trial, decapitation^ and burial often occurred on the same day, and 
when the death penalty was attached to over two hnndied offeneee. 
Prison reform is based on the best Western modebi and penology 
is carefully studied. 
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temples bearing the marks of the tooth of time 
on their stones. The temples and liouses are from 
necessity built from wood or bamboo wattles plas- 
tered with day, as a stone ediBoe would be very 
dangerous in a country so frequently visited with 
violent earthquakes.^ 

In my rambles over the hills I have met with 
some proofs that Sbimoda has been settled for 
many centuries, — I mean in the stone quarries.' 
The stone is a soft and light-colored sandstone 
which is easily wrought. In many places you see 
the face of the quarry in a smooth perpendicular 
wall, out down in quarrying the stones. The 
great number of these quarries, their vast size, and 
the fact that the debris in many places is covered 
with trees of the largest size, all go to prove the 
antiquity of the place. This stone is used for 
foundations, for flagging, for ovens and cooking- 
places, for tombstones, for altars, for images, and, 
in fact, for all the purposes, except bouses, to 
which stone can be applied. I see that some of it 
is shipped away to other places. 

The cotton here is a second crop which springs 
up just before the first is taken from the ground ; 

^ Thongh in reeent yean stone bnilclh^ ham YtBui niime^ 
oiully ereofeed hi Japaneae oities, yet the injury done to them in 
earthquakes is greater than to vooden houses. 

* Most ct the new gOTemment bailduigB fai TSkiS have been 
bn&t of Shitnoda afcooe, which, at presenti is the diief product of 
the port. 
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the stool and bolls are small, and the latter few in 

number, but the staple is long, strong, and fine. 
The hemp of Japan is probably the best in the 
world. It is water-rotted, and for this pur])ose a 
small rivulet is dammed up to give sufficient depth 
to inmierse the hemp, which is neatly put up in 
cylindrical bales. 

There is quite a number of water-mills on the 
principal stream of Shimoda. They are driven by 
undershot wheels, and are used for grinding rice, 
buckwheat, etc. Rice, being the staple food of the 
country, is of course the chief ooenpation of the 
mills. The water is sadly mismanaged, and a 
small increase of labor would convert many of the 
mills to an overshot power, but they appear to be 
either ignorant of the difference of power, or indif- 
ferent as to its application. 

There are deer, wolves, hares, and wild monkeys 
among the hills of this place. 

I was much moved to-day on finding in the 
woods a bachelorVbutton. This humble flower, 
with its sweet perfume, brought up so many home 
associations that I was inclined to be homesick and 
miserable for the space of an hour. 

I am now tiying to learn Japanese. I have 
begun with some words to mj servants, and can 
give them all tiie orders necessary for my attend- 
ance. 

Wednesday, October 29, 1856. The Japanese 



80 



JIB. HABRISPa JOURNAL, 



are much suqvrised to see me bathing in cold 
water,^ and paiticnlarly when the thennometer 
stands at 50°, as it does this morning. 

The Japanese are a clean people ; every one 
bathes every day. The mechanic, day-laborers, — 
aU, male and female, old and yonng, — bathe every 
day after their labor is completed. Therd are many 
public bath-houses in Shimoda. The charge is six 
sen, or the eighth part of one cent. The wealthy 
people have their baths in their own houses, but 
the working classes, all, of both sexes, old and 
young, enter the same bath-room, and there per- 
form their ablutions in a state of perfect nudity. 

Thursday, October 30, 1856. This will be re- 
membered hereafter as an important day in the 
history of Japan. 

The kws forbidding the Imperial Governor of a 
&ty to visit any foreigner at his residence is to-day 
to be broken, and I am to receive the two GK>v- 
emors with the vice-governor in a friendly and 
informal way. 

They arrived about noon with a large suite, but 

^ " The charm of the Japanese Bystem of hot bathing^ is proved 

by the fact that almost all the foreigners resident in the country 
abandon their cold tubs in its favor. There seems, t(»o, to be 
something in the climate which renders hot baths healthier than 
cold. By persisting in the use of cold water one man geta rheum- 
atism, a second gets fever, a third a never-ending continuance 
of colds and coughs. So nearly all end by coming round to the 
Japanese plan.** T. J. p. 54* 
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onty four came into my private apartments with 

the two Governors and vice-governor. The Gov- 
ernors were very aiixit)us on the subject of coast 
surveys, and inquired where Lieutenant Kodgers ^ 
was, whether he would return here to survey, 
whether the American government had given or- 
ders for any new expedition to survey the coasts, 
etc., and if I knew what the English intended 
doing in the matter of surveys, etc., etc. 

I told them that Lieutenant Hodgers had re- 
turned to the United States, that I did not know 
of any intended expedition here for a simihir pur- 
pose, and that the English had no such squadron 
out here at present. 

They wished me to promise to order off any 
TBSsek that might oome here for such a purpose, 
hut I told them that would be out of my power. I 
then informed them that the United States govern- 
ment and all the other governments of the world 
expended large sums in surveying their coasts and 
harbors, and that those surveys were published 

^ '*F«htiiig JolmRodgen,'*U.aN.,«aalMtnhiMai7lMidi^ 
1812| aerred in tlie Sendiude and Mexican uran, and aa «oai- 
mandar of die Yinoennaa was from 1858 to 1856 in diaigo of tiio 
United States SnrvBTiaig and ^xj/Umag Eipedition to tbo North 
Flaoifio, Chiaa Sea, ata., wbioh psnetfated into tho Aistio aeaa. 
See Habeailidm*a The North Pacific Es^pioring Expedition^ Phil- 
adelphia, 1857. In the Civil War he commanded the Galena and 
monitor Weehawken in the battle with the ironchid Atlanta. He 
■was made Rear- Admiral in 18G9, and in 1871 commanded the 
Koraan expeditum. See IGorea, the Hermit Nation, chapter zlvi 
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with obartB so that any nation in the world could 
have ihem; that the whole world was surveyed 
except Japan ; that these surveys made many hooks, 

and that all shipmasters purchased these books, for 
they were sold freely to all, before they weut on 
any voyage to a part of the world that was new to 
them; that all this was done for the security o£ 
ships, it being the great object of all civilized 
nations to encourage comnierce, which, next to 
agriculture, was the great s})ring of prosperity of 
nations ; that for the same reasons both America 
and England, as well as other nations, had hun- 
dreds of lighthouses on their coasts, and the chan^ 
nels lead ing into their harbors were carefully marked 
out with buoys, etc. All of this astonished them 
much, and appeared to remove some of their anx- 
ieiy, although at the beginning they told me that it 
was a matter of life and death to them, as they 
must perform the harar>kiri or happy dispatch"^ 
(suicide) if the surveys went on.^ Moriyama has 

1 TIm vofd lianrUri, whieh means beUy-evt. is nu«lj used bj 
JapaiMfle gentleiiMa, who prafer Uie tafm Mppakn (cpeniqg off tiie 
•Momeii) for tiie ssino xesaon Uiat in our polite society we prafsv 
the trisyllable of nncertun Latin to the homely Anglo-Saxon 
WOfd. The custom, introdiiced possibly from the Malays, in 
TOgne in tlie Middle Ages, developed into a privilege about the 
fifteentli century. It is now nearly but not wboUy obsolete, oases 
being known even in 1894. 

- Japan luus now one of tho best lif;litl»ouse systems in the 
world, with nearly oiir; lunidred and fifty lighthouses or lightsliips, 
and the Bureau of Hydrography ranks very high. Charts are 
cheap and excellent. 
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been f astiDg for some fifty days on this acsoonnt, 
but he was so much consoled by what I said that 

he ate flesh meat most heartily. He thanked me 
warmly for my friendly deportment towards them, 
and got down on his knees and prayed fervently 
for my welfare. My company partook of my re- 
freshments (wlncb were prepared in our manner) 
without any hesitation, and by their eating showed 
their approval. They drank punch, brandy, whiskey, 
eheny bounce, champagne, and cordials, but the 
punch and champagne were their &Torite drinks. 

The last Governor warmed entirely, and showed 
himself, like the other Japanese, of a most genial 
temper. They did not eat or drink to excess in 
any respect, and their conduct during the whole 
visit was that of well-bred persons. I made the 
second Goyemor a present of a Colt's pistol of five 
discharges, with which he was much pleased. After 
staying about four hours, they took their leave 
with abundant thanks for my hospitality. This 
P. M. they brought me a leg of real venison; it is 
ezoeUent, tender, juicy, and well flavored. 



CHAPTER V. 



THE YIBIT OF THE BU8SIANB. 

Saturday, November 8,^ 1866. The Bnsnan 

corvette Olivoutsa, Commodore Possiet* and 
Commander Korsanoff. She brought with her a 
schooner built by the Kussians at the river 
Amoor, for the Japanese, and is a present, as I 
understand. The sdiooner is built on the same 
fines as tiie one before seen by me, and makes an 
aggregate of Jive schooners (all on the same 
model) now owned by the Japanese. 

Commodore Possiet is the bearer of the ratified 
treaty made with Japan, and will probably remain 
here some weeks. I went on board the corvette 
soon after she ancihored, and was mnch pleased with 
the officers. The corvette is a poor affair, old in 
age and older in model. She is armed with old- 
fashioned carronades, and looks to me like one of 
the old ships of the Bnssian American Company, 
although she now wears the Imperial flag. I was 
not saluted by the corvette. I also went on board 
the schooner ; she has a pretty cabin, very haud- 

* 9th by mistake, in the journal. 

^ After ■whom the Russian seaport near the Korean ^ntier, 
•od the poMible ternunal of the trane-Siberian tailwaj, ie muned. 
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Bomelj fainislied ; has oilololih on lihe floor, tables 
of fine woods, and the hangings are of mazarine 
blue velvet. She is commanded by Lieutenant 
KolaTaltaoff. I presnnie she is intended as a 
present on the exchange of latifioations. 

Commodoie Possiet promised me a copy of the 
Russian treaty with Japan, and in return I am to 
give him the American and Dutch treaties with 
Japan, and the treaty with Siam, which I made 
ivhen at Bangkok. 

Tuesday, November 11, 1856. Captains Pos- 
siet and Gorasaooff, the lientenant oommanding 
the schooner, and three young officei-s dined with 
me to^iay. Previous to this I had a visit from 
two of the yonng officers ; they spoke f lenoh 
TBiy well. I never passed a more agreeable even- 
ing. The Russians behaved like polished men of 
the world, and at my table they did not merit the 
charge so often brought against them of being 
hard drinkers. They ate with good appetites 
(and my dinner waa both good and abundant) 
and took their wine in moderation. I do think 
the same number of American or English officers 
would have drunk twice the quantity of wine the 
Hussiaus did. Captain Possiet informed me that 
the vice^vemor told him that he wished him not 
to pay any money at present, for that the American 
oonsul-general had made a demand on the govern- 
ment to have a just value put on the dollar, and 
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that ihfijr expected a fayorable answer in a few 
days. 

Captain Possiet brought me a copy of the Rus- 
sian treaty with Japan, which I have had translated 
from the Dutch. He gave me a Dutch translation, 
and I shall send it to the Secretaxy of State. 

Thursday, Noyember 18, 1856. The Bnsslans 
came on shore this morning early to arrange my 
flag-staff. The Captain Possiet paid me a visit 
quite alone. He desires that our visits should be 
without ceremony, and as between friends; that 
I should make myself at home with him, and he 
will do the same with me ; all this I was quite 
willing to accede to. We had much conversation 
about the harbor of Shimoda, its insecurity, its 
small size, the incapacity of Shimoda to furnish 
supplies even to one ship of war, and the total 
absence of a conmiercial population. We agreed 
on the absolute necessity of an exchange of Shi- 
moda for another port. 

Captain Possiet gave me a copy of a letter he 
wrote, by order of Admiral Pontaitine, after the 
wreck of the Diana frigate, on the subject of the 
harbor of Shimoda, to the Japanese authorities. 

Captain Possiet informs me that had the Diana 
not met with her misfortune, she would have 
examined a number of harbors on the east coast 
of Japan, and he is of opinion that an exchange 
would have been made of Shimoda for some more 
eligible place. 
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The Bumian sailors finished work on my flag- 
staff aboat fonr P. M., when they left I gave 

them a dinner, with plenty of brandy and tea, and 
I gave one dollar to each of the five men who 
were employed in the work. 

fViday, November 14, 1856. I dined with Mr, 
Hensken on hoard the corvette Yolntsa. Cap- 
tam Possiet gave me a salnte of thirteen gnns, 
although by the rules of the Russian service a 
consul-general is saluted with eleven guns. Cap- 
tain Possiet told me that he gave me thirteen gons 
so that I should not receive less than he gave the 
Japanese Governor of Shimoda. I passed a very 
agreeable evening. The more I see of the Rus- 
sian officers the more I am pleased with them. 
They are polished in manner and are exceedingly 
well informed. There is scarcely one of them that 
does not speak two or more languages. 

They speak in high terms of French generals 
and soldiers. They say the first have skill equal 
to any in the world, and the last are unsurpassed 
in military courage and enthusiasm. The £ng^ 
lish, on the contrary, they put directly opposite, — 
generals without skill, and men without one of the 
first requisites of a soldier, except mere bulldog 
courage; that to deprive an English army of its 
full supply of food and comfortable quarters b to 
demoralisBe it; that an English soldier dreads an 
attack on his helly more than a hlow aimed at his 
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head. A cnmnt lemark at Sebastopol dnring 
the nege was, tiiat A or B had been ont on bo 
many occasions of sorties. The question was in- 
stantly asked, Against which force ? If against the 
English, the querist would shrug his shoulders 
and say, " That was nothing ; but if against the 
Frenoh he would say, ^ Ah 1 then you had some- 
thing to do." 

Constant conversations are held by Captain 
Possiet with the Japanese on the subject of finally 
and fully opening Japan to the commerce of the 
workL All agree that it is only a question of 
time, and Moriyama Y^nosk4 goes so far as to 
place it less than three years distant. 

All these things will help to prepare the way 
for me in my attempt to make a treaty which shall 
at onoe open Japan (at different dates for different 
ports) to our oommeroe. 

Sunday, November 16, 1856. I regularly read 
the service of the "Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the United States " every Sunday. I am 
probably the first resident of Japan who ever 
used that service. How long will it be before 
that same service will be used in Japan in oonse- 
orated churches ? 

It is to me one of the pregnant facts that grow 
up daily under my observation, and which are the 
natural result of my residenoe here in a protected 
capaeily. 
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Tneaday, November 18, 1856. I wrote to the 
Governor yesterday, urging a reply to my letters 

on the subject of the currency. To-day the vice- 
governor, a high official, and my old friend Mori- 
yama Yenoske cam,e to visit me. They apologize 
for their long absenoe, saying the arrival of ihe 
RiittBians had kept them mueh occupied, etc., etc 
They brought me a cage containing six pretty 
tame pigeons, a })resent from the Governor, and 
they told me that he had written to Yedo expressly 
for theni, as they are soaroe in Japan. 

I knew the visit of ceremony and the present 
were all a pretense, and that something else was 
behind, and a short time brought it out. They (as 
if casually) said my letter of yesterday to the Gov- 
ernor had been at once forwarded to Yedo by a 
special post," and that as soon as an answer was 
received the Governor would let me know it. I 
told them I was happy to see them at all times, 
but I could not consent to receive verbal answers 
to or notices of my written communications. I 
told them that I knew that the Shogon had written 
at least two letters to the King of Holland ; that 
the high officers of Japan had written more than 
thirty letters to the Russians within the last two 
years ; and that numerous letters had been written 
also to Captain Fabius of the Dutch steam frigate 
Medusa, when he was here ; that I could not con- 
sent to be treated with less formality than they 
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had shown to ihe Bossiam and Dutch, and there- 
fore I must insist on written answers to my letters. 
Satnrday, NoTember 22, 1856. The Knssians 

have presented to the Japanese all the guns that 
were on board the frigate Diana. They consist of 
18 short 24-pounders, 30 long 24-poanders, 4 Paiz« 
ban 68-pounder89 shell guns. 

The Russians are assisting the Japanese in get- 
ting up all the fitting necessary for monnting the 
guns properly, such as screws, quoins, etc., etc., 
etc., all of wliieh were lost when the Diana sunk. 

Monday, November 24, 1856. The Go-yosho 
people came to inform me that my Chinese cook 
and tailor went to the apothecary's shops in Sbi- 
moda yesterday and asked for opium,^ and were 
told they had none ; but the Chinese characters 
being on the drawers, they discovered it, and de- 
manded it .in my name, and with a show of vio- 
lence. They took the whole they found in two 
shops, which was all the opium there was in Shi- 
moda. They said to me that opium was only used 
as a niodicine, and that it was unjust that two 
men should have the whole of it, particularly as it 
waa not wanted for medical purposes ; they respect- 
fully asked that I would order the Chinese to 

* Opinra-smoking- has been forbidden under very sevpro priial- 
ties by the Japantse ^^•overnment, and the importation of the drug 
except for medu inal purposes is not allowed. Laudanum is sold 
under ihe Japaukfd Dutch iiame of liauda there being uo " 1 " 
in Japanese. 
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restore the greater part of it. I ga^e orders that 
the whole should be taken from them. Mr. Hens- 
ken got a lump of some six omioes from the tailor, 

but the cook had dissolved his in water to refine it, 
in the Chinese way, so as to make it fit for smoking, 
and refused to give it up. I went to him myself. 
He was very surly, and after some time brought 
me a dish containing a small quantity of sediment 
and water. I demanded the filtered liquid, and it 
was not until I had given him his choice between 
a prison and the surrender of the drug that he 
gave it up. The lump was restored to the Japan- 
ese, but they said they could do nothing with the 
solution, so that was thrown away. I directed the 
oflfieers to tell the shopkeepers that my people were 
not to be supplied with opium, sake,^ or any kind 
of intoxicating beverage. 

Tuesday, November 25, 1856. Eyacuation Day 
in New York. What recollection of my soldier 
life " this day brings u]), my marching up and down 
Broadway, Bowery, Hudson Street, Greenwich 
Street to the Battery, to the Park, and there firing 
off ''real guns," as Mr. Mantalini said. 

Wednesday, NoTember 26, 1856. Moriyama 
T^nosk^ came to see me, as he said, willi a mes- 
sasre from the Governor. Three horses have been 
o£Eered, but none suit the Japanese ; one is too old 

1 Rioe-beev. By distOlAtion, liquon of Ugh alfloholio itrength 
may 1m obtained. 
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and diiiiuy, one too young and vieioiis, the ihird is 
too iU-looking for me. 

The Governor is a good judge of a hone, and 
has promised to select one that will suit. He says 
he is responsible for my personal safety to both 
•the American and Japanese governments, and if 
I should be killed by a vicious horse, he would 
have to perform the hara-kiri. I told Y^osk^ 
that I should be satisfied with any horse the Gov- 
ernor might select, etc. Commodore Possiet and 
Mr. Heusken took a walk southwest from Shi- 
moda, and were f oUowed by a GobangoshL^ The 
Commodore in a dedded and stem manner ordered 
him to go about his business and not to follow him, 
and the man left them. But soon afterwards he 
reappeared, and pertinaciously kept with them. 
The Commodore then seized the man, and gave 
bim a thorough shakmg, and when he was released 
the Gobangoshi started off running like a deer, 
and no more appeared. 

Monday, December 1, 1856. Visit the corvette, 
but am soon interrupted by a lot of Japanese ofiEL* 
cials who eame to see the Commodore on the sub- 
ject of boat landings. Commodore Perry's addi- 
tional articles provided that certain landing-places 
should be provided at Shimoda and Hakodate, and 

1 Gosbi were indepinulent farniLrs \\]\o owned their own land, 
but in time of war or public danger aided the feudal lord of the 
ooimtKy with penonal aerrice. 
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the Japanese now wuh to confine ns to landing at 
these places alone. I resist the proposition, as 

does the Commodore. 

In order to have a clear understanding about 
the orders I give, I have procured a book in which 
I write eveiy order, and there are eolnnms left in 
which to enter the name of the interpreter to 
whom the order was given, with the date of it, and 
another column for the date at wliicli it was exe- 
coted. By this means I shall know whether my 
orders have been given by Mr, Heosken or for- 
gotten by him, and also whether the interpreter 
neglects them after he has received them. So far 
it works to a charm, and 1 liave had more douo in 
the last two days than in the previous fortnight. 

Friday, December 5, 1856. The Commodore 
sends me word that the ratified treaties are to be 
exchanged on Sunday next, and invites me to 
assist " on the occasion. 

I must regret that I cannot attend. I am suf- 
fering from a very severe cold and great hoarse- 
ness ; but the most important reason is, that I can- 
not consistently ^ assist " in any such matter on a 
Sunday. From the time of my arrival I have 
refused to attend to any kind of business on that 
day ; and after a short time the Japanese ceased 
to ask it of me. Should I now join the Bussians, 
I shall contradict all my previous acts on this 
acoounti and lose my character for eonnsUncy^ 
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a point that oannot be too oaiefnllj watched in 
dealing with people like the Japanese. They 
delight to ooniriet a man of inoonsistenoy. 

Sunday, December 7, 1856. The corvette fired 
a salute as the Commodore landed about eleven 
A. M., and at one fired a salute o£ twenty-one guns 
in honor of the ezchange of latifioations. The 
BuBsian, American, and Japanese flags wexe 
hoisted from the three masts from noon until sun- 
set. After the exchange was completed, the Com- 
modore and the Japanese commissioners proceeded 
to the place where the gnns of the £ngate Diana 
were placed. 

The gnns had been neatly forbished up, and 
a double guard of honor composed of Russians and 
Japanese was mounted over them. The guns were 
then formally presented to the Japanese ; tlie com- 
missioners then attended the Commodore to the 
oorvette, where tiiey received a salute and a din- 
ner, and tlins completed the ceremonies of the 
day. 

Monday, December 8, 1856. The third Gov- 
ernor, Moriyama, and some others visited me 
to^y. After kind messages and inquiries on 
behalf of the Grovemors, they said they had been 
ordered to inform me of the exchange of ratifica- 
tions, etc. Moriyama was quite communicative and 
oracular ; said that a great change was impending 
in Japanese afiEairs, as it relates to foreign inter* 
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oonrse, and that it would surpriae all wlien it took 
place, from its snddenness, etc., etc. 

The Governor and Moriyama told me that the 
largest Japanese vessels were about two hundred 
tons bordeD, and that, enumerating all Teasels of 
nzty tons up to two hundred tons, the aggregate 
number was about one hundred thousand 1 1 1 ^ Thb 
aggregate was so astounding that I made them 
repeat it in different forms, so that I might i^e sure 
there was no misunderstanding as to their mean- 
ing; but they all adhered to it, remarking that if 
they had counted all their craft of fifty tons down 
to fishin i; -boats the number would be enormous. 

They said tliey had seen seven hundred junks, 
all over sixty tons, in Shimoda harbor at one time I 
If their figures be correct, the tonnage of Japan 
exceeds that of any nation in the world. 

Tuesday, December 9, 1856. Up at seven a. m. 
to go on board the corvette to see the Commodore 
before he meets the Japanese to-day on the subject 

^ The ofiBoial statistics from 1873 to 1879 show the niinte «f 
Japanese junks with a capacity of over 500 koku (roughly, ahont 
2500 bushels) to have been 21,156, 21,147, 19,20^, 18,420, 17,387, 
17,014, 17,755, respectively. Tlioso of over 500 kokn capacity 
show annually decreasing figures, from 1530 in 1873 to 1309 in 
1879. From 1885 the building- of junks of less than f'lOO koku ca- 
pacity has been forbidden. In 1892 besides (>4;i steamers and 
778 sailing-vessels in European form, there were 18,1^:5 junks 
and 585,450 fishing-smacks, sail, scull, and row boats uf all de- 
BOiiptions. It is not probable that Japan ever possessed over half 
the tonnage repotted to Ur. Hania. 
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of the CQRenoy. I got him to agree that he would 
zefuse to paj except on the bans I had named, 
loz., one doUar to pass for three bos, that he would 

• pay that amount to them, and, if they were dissat- 
isfied, he would place the difference in my hands, 
nntil the arrival of a Russian consul, to await the 
final settlement of the question. I am much pleased 
with this, as it will greatly strengthen my demands 
for the adjustment of the question. Am told the 
corvette will leave on Fridav next, and am invited 
to dine with them for the last time on Thursday 
next. 

Thursday, December 11, 1856. Send my taOor 
on board the Russian eorrette. He had the impu- 
dence to ask me to give him a good character I 
Who can ever hope to fathom the want of moral 
principle in a Chinese? 

The weather is the most lovely ever seen at this 
season of tiie year in a similar latitude ; the sky 
is as blue as a sapphire. 

My black pet hen commenced to incubate on the 
9th instant, therefore I shall look for some chicks 
from her about New Year's Day. 

Sunday, December 14, 1856. The corvette went 
to sea early this morning. The Commodore paid 
one third of the Japanese bill for pilotage and boat 
hire, and sent the other two thirds to me to await 
the final settlement of their accounts. 
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THE FIBST SKIRMISH OF A LONG BATTLE. 

TmntSDAT, December 18, 1856. To-day the 

vice-governor called, and being anxious to settle 
the question of the guards I admitted him. I de- 
manded the immediate removal of the people who 
have been in my Compoond from the day of my 
aniya]. The vice-go vemor said he would report 
it to the Governor. I complained that the shop- 
keepers of Shimoda would not sell anything to my 
people, or even give the prices. I added that I 
had before oomplained of this, and had been prom- 
ifled redress, bat things went on jast as they did 
before. I also demanded ten silver bus to make 
presents to my Japanese servants on Christmas 
Day, according to the custom of my country. The 
Tioe-govemor said that orders to the shopkeepers 
should again be given ; as to the bus, he must re- 
port that to the Governors. 

Saturday, December 20, 1856. At last my 
horse has arrived. It is not a high-mettled racer, 
but will answer my purpose. The price is nine- 
teen kobangs, about twenty-six dollars. The sad- 
dle and bridle are real curiosities, and oost thirty 
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kobangs, about forty-two doUare, or about sixty per 
cent, more than the Horse I Tbe groom to attend 
the horse costs me seven bus per month, about one 

dollar and seventy-five cents. The horse is shod 
with straw sandcUa^ which last about au hour on 
the road. 

Monday, December 22, 1856. I am refused the 
bus. I am told I must give orders on tiie Go-yosho . 
and liie money will be paid to the bearer of the 

order. I reply that such a proposition is offensive, 
and must not be renewed, and I do not get the 
money. I renew my complaint about the guards, 
and demand their immediate remoyaL I am told 
it must be referred to Yedo for settlement. 

Tuesday, December 23, 1856. Mr. Heusken 
walked out to-day alone and unarmed. On the 
road he met a Japanese wearing a coat of arms on 
his sleeve.^ As soon as he saw Mr. Heusken he 
flourished a long stick be had in a threatening 
manner, and then drew his sword, which was also 
flourished. Mr. Heusken at first halted, and then, 
being unarmed, turned back. I directed him never 
to go out unarmed again. 

Thursday, December 25, 1856. Meny Christ- 
mas ! how happy are those who live in lands where 
these joyous greetings can be exchanged ! As for 
me, I am sick and solitary, living, as one may say, 

' The Munniid or two-swoided gentry wore their elan or funfly 
omt oo the back, hrearts, and sleeves of tiieir haori or ooat 
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in a prison; a large one it is true, bat still a 
prison. 

Friday, December 26, 1856. Moriyama T^nosk^ 

has gone to Yedo to see about the currency ques- 
tion, and to try to hurry a decision. I have given 
notice that I will not aUow any spies to come into 
my presence, or even on my premises ; that when 
they wish to see me I will only receive the princi- 
pals and interpreters, excluding spies and secretsr 
rics. The Japanese term for spy is a looker 
across" ^ 

Wednesday, December 31, 1856. The last day 
of the year! How many events of great impor- 
tance to me have ocenrred during this year ! I am 

very low-spirited from ill-health, and from the very 
slow progress I am making with the Japanese. 
However, I must keep up my spirits and hope for 
the best. My pet hen has presented me with five 
chicks, -ihe merest mites of chickens ever seen. 

January 1, 1857. Happy New Year I What 
a busy day in dear old New York. What univer- 
sal joy appears on the faces that throng the streets, 
each hurrying along to get through **his list of 
calls.''* 

1 Om^tauk^ from o honorific, m<? the eye, tsukk, apply or fix ; 
hence the odd translations " cross-eyed men," or " eye-appliera." 
They were the censors, spies, *' doubles " required by the abnor- 
mal system of government under the Shogtms. M. JE, p. 205. 

* It k highly prolMkU* UtaA tlw enitoiB of Mlliaig on Maodi at 
Now Taw^ Dqr wm intoodiNed inlo Now NoUiaioiid by tho 
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It is a good custom, and one that I hope will 
never be given op. How many friendships are 
then renewed wbioh, without the occnrrence of this 
day of oblivion of neglect," would otherwise die 

a natural death. I pass the day in calling, in 
imagination, on my friends ; but as to Japan, not 
a soul has darkened my door. I could only ex- 
change greetings with Mr. Heusken, and present 
my Chinese servants witii the expected eumshano? 
All my New Years since Christmas, 1849, were 
passed in the same places as my Christmases, 
ezoept New Year's Day of 1855, which was at 
Benares, in Northwestern India. The preoeding 
Christmas was at Calcutta. 

Saturday, January 3, 1857. Assam, my [Chi- 
nese] butler, goes to Shimoda — is refused a few 
cakes he wished to buy for refreshment. 

Monday, January 5, 1857. Vice-governor calls 
to say that orders have been given to all shopkeep- 
ers to give prices, or sell anything my people may 
ask for. I asked when those orders were given. 
He said they have been frequently given, but were 
specially renewed eight days ago. I then told 
him what had occurred on Saturday, and added 

DitldL fram Jap■l^ where tliA xoimral of £neiid^ 
ity ii an age-old iaalitntkm. Until 1872 the JapaaeM need tiie 
CUaeee or lonnr calendar, whieh in 1857 nade the end of the jear 
hH on Jannaij 26, and New Year^i Daj on Jaanaiy 26^ 

^ The Chineee or pidgin (biiriniii)-Bnfl^iah pronnnoiaftion of 

oonunieiAoii.*' 
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that I did not believe one word {fiey '«rid i iStaJb- ft 

was an infraction of the treaty, etc.,* etc.* ' 1 ^ilso 
told him that I demanded the instant removal of 
the guards, that their presence made me in reality 
a prisoner, and was a gross outrage and open 'vio- 
lation o( the treaty* 

The poor vice-governor shook in every joint, 
and the perspiration streamed from his forehead 
and that of the interpreter. I also complained of 
the insult to Mr. Heusken, and demanded the 
arrest and punishment of 1^ ofEender. The vice- 
governor begged me to believe that everything 
should be done to give me satisfai'tioii that lay in 
their power, that they wished to keep the treaty 
faithfully, and that he would huny over to the 
Governor at once, etc, etc. 

Tuesday, January 6, 1857. Invited to meet the 
Governors at the Go-yosho to-morrow. Although 
quite ill, I consented. 

Wednesday, January 7, 1857. Went to the 
Qo-yosho at noon, and there met the two Kami, 
— the two Governors of Shimoda ; the two vice- 
governors were present also, but no secreta/ries. 

The business commenced by the Governors in- 
forming me that they had been directed to give an 
answer to my letter of October 25 to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. I inquired if it was a written 
answer? They said it was not. I told them I 
must decline any verbal answer delivered by a 



102; /: -Afs. habeis's journal. 
• • • • • •> 

•\ : : >: i^i^^''^'ni^ta*% written letter from me. They 

:• : •'Jn^M 51 1-bijSctdd to their rant. I told them no. 

They told me that the laws of Japan forbade the 
writing of letters to foreigners. I told them I 
knew better ; that letters had been written by the 
highest officials, and eyen by the iknperor himself 
to Commodore Perry, to the Russians, and to the 
Dutch ; that to assert such palpable falsehoods was 
to treat me like a child, and that if they repeated 
it I should feel myself insulted. They did not 
open any other matter. I then repeated what I 
had tdd the Tice-govemor on the 5th about the 
guards and the shops, and enlarged upon it, tell- 
ing them that it was not only a breach of the treaty, 
but a violation of the laws of nations, and that my 
government would ne^er submit to such treatment. 

The (joTemors were in great trouble ; they gave 
me tiieir private word of honor that the com- 
plaints about the shopkeepers should be instantly 
attended to, and begged me to wait until they 
could write to Yedo about the officers which are 
stationed at my house; that I mistook their na- 
ture I that they were there simply to protect me 
against intrusion from the Japanese ; that the 
Shimoda people were very rude, and would be 
sure to give me cause of offense, if the officers 
were not there to keep them away ; and closed by 
saying they had no power to remove the officers, 
but must refer to Yedo. 
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In lepLy* I told them thej ootdd not disguise the 
fact of my being nnder guard by a mere obange of 

name ; that 1 had no fears of the Shimmla people, 
who I knew were friendly when not under the 
eyes of their officials; that I would not consent 
to the delay of one day longer as to the guards ; 
that more Hian three months had elapsed since I 
had requested their removal ; and, finally, so long 
as they remained, I declared I should consider 
myself a prisoner and would not leave the Com- 
pound, and that I would write to my government 
the manner in which tihey had treated me. 

The trouble of the Governors increased, il-' 
nally, they told me the officers should be removed. 
" When ? " said I. " Very soon," was the reply. 

How many days ? " They hesitated. I repeated 
firmly, that now I had so strongly brought the 
matter up, and that they had consented to the 
removal of the guards, that every day they re- 
mained was a new outrage, and they must abide 
the consequences. They then said that the officers 
should be removed to-morrow. Knowing their 
duplicity, I told them the removal must be real 
and not nominal; they must not post them near 
or even in sight of my house ; that if they made 
any such attempt I should consider it an aggra- 
vation of the wrong already done me. They as- 
sented to the justice of my remarks, and said the 
officers should be brought back to Ihe Qo-yosho. 
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They then said ihej hoped I would not* at what 
had passed, intenrapt the good feelings heretofore 
existmg between us ; that they were most anxious 
to give me every proof of tlieir friendship, etc., etc. 

I told them they had a queer way of showing 
friendship and hospitality; that I had been in 
the coimtiy four numtihs and a half, and had never 
yet been invited to enter the house of a Japanese, 
and that they had even refused to dine with me on 
my New Year's Day, making a flimsy excuse ; that 
in my country New Year's Day was kept as it 
is in Japan, by friendly visits, eto., ete., but not a 
single Japanese oame near me on that day, and 
closed by saying that in America such conduct 
would be called inhospitable. 

I then asked if the man that threatened Mr. 
Hensken had been arrested. They said they did 
not know who it was, therefore they oould not 
arrest him. I told them the person was one of a 
small class ; that he hail a crest on his clothes, 
and wore a sword, and that if they did not arrest 
him I should have a right to think the person was 
acting either under direct orders from them, or 
according to their secret wishes, adding that here- 
after we should go out armed, and any insult 
would be promptly pimished by us, since they 
were either unable or unwilling to punish such 
persons. 

I then remarked, that with such a system of 
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espionage as they had, I well knew that every- 
thing that ooouxred to us in onr walk was reported 

to them. 

I then inquired about the currency question, 
and received the old reply, waiting for decision 
from Yedo." I told them that it had the appear- 
ance of a detennination on their part to postpone 
the question indefinitely ; they eagerly assured me 
that it was their wish to close the matter as 
speedily as possible. So, after four hours of 
stormy debate, I went home, where I was agree- 
ably snrprised to find the officers and guard pack- 
ing up to leave, and in effect they did leave in 
the evening. So much for showing them a bold 
face. 

Thorsday, Jannaiy 8, 1857. Quite ill. Write 
a letter to Minister of Foreign Affairs about the 
verbal answer offered to me. One of the Grover- 

nors goes to Yedo to-day ; I suppose in conse- 
quence of the flare-up of yesterday. I am deter- 
mined to take firm ground with the Japanese. I 
will cordially meet any real offers of amity, but 
words will not do. They are the greatest liars on 
earih} 

1 Mr. Harris, in his later journals, in his public and private 
letters, and in his couversatioti.H with his friends and with the 
editor, showed tliat lie never included the Japanese people under 
such a sweeping generalization. On the contrary, ho praised 
highly the conunou folks for their honesty and the government 
for keeping its plighted word when given in treaty form. 
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Thnraday, Jannaiy 15. LI, ill, ilL I am oan- 
stanUj wastiiig away in fleflk I am most earef ul 
in my diet, bat all is of no aTail. What it is 

that ails me I cannot say. I left Penang on 
the 2d of April last, and am now forty pounds 
lighter than I then was. We are well supplied 
with wild boar's hams, some Tenison, plenty of 
fine golden pheasants, and large and good hares. 

Sunday, January 18, 1857. First snow seen on 
the hilltops. I cannot sleep, nor can I study. 
I have laid aside the Japanese entirely. ^ly read- 
ing is rnisatisfactoiy ; I have a oraTing for some- 
thing I cannot define. 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, January 26, 
27, 28. Festival of the Japanese New Year; 
eyery one released from labor; all in their best 

paying Tisits of oeiemony to eyeiybody. Persons 
of rank put on thoir kami-shimo,^ or dress of oere- 

monj, on these occasions. I went on Thursday to 
see the decorations of the houses. Evergreens, 
rioe in the straw, oranges, and radishes, were fes- 
tooned about the front of every house ; before each 
house was a piece of cypress branch planted in the 
ground to represent a tree, while at the base of the 
tree a q^uantity of firewood, some fourteen inches 

1 literally, " High-low," a dress in old Japan correaponding to 
our *^9vaung dnM," vom alike by lugh offiMit, imiUHiiilliioii- 
tioM, and 1^ waitan aad faarbeni 
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long, waB set on end, forminga bulk of some seven 
feet in circumference. The fuel was kept in its 

place by straw ropes. At some houses, wheat 
straw was neatly twisted into the form of a cornu- 
oopia ; in others, the miiyersal shoe ol Japan, t. e., 
a straw sandal, was hong np. Every one appeared 
under the influence of sak^ while but few were 
intoxicated and none quarrelsome. 

Saturday, January 31, 1857. To-day closes the 
first month of the year. I wish I could say that 
my health and spirits were as good as the weather 
is fine. 

Saturday, February 21. One of the Gh>Yemors 

of Shiraoda calls on me on his return from Yedo. 
After the usual compliments, he presented me with 
two pieces of Japanese crape, a really good article, 
and a Japanese sword 1 It was in a oommon white 
wood scabbard, and had a handle to slip on of the 
same, in fact, was simply a packing-case. He told 
me the blade was one he had worn for some years ; 
that it was by the first sword-maker of Japan. [He 
said] that, having procured another blade, he had 
shifted the scabbard and mountings to it, and 
therefore presented me with the blade ; that no 
foreigner had ever before obtained suc^h a blade. 

To all this I made the required replies. The 
blade is really a superb one, and has the sharl^ 
teeth mark " the whole length of it. This, I am 
told, is not a mere snrfiuse mark, but extends 
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through the metal, like the pamoin in some Malay 

The Governor invited me to visit him and his 
colleague at their private residence, — which I 

accepted. He then asked me if I would have 
European or Japanese cookery. I selected the 
latter. So I am at last to see the inside of their 
residence. 

Tuesday, February 24,^ 1857. Norimonos were 
sent at nine this morning, but I did not leave 
until eleven, when I proceeded with quite a train 
of attendants. The norimono is a horrible affair. 
The only position you can assume is to sit on your 
heels,' Japanese &shion, or else eross-l^ged. It is 
only four feet long, and about three and a half 
feet high. I was received with all formality by the 
two Governors in an anteroom ; I was then con- 
ducted to an inner apartment furnished with seats 
[and] brasiers. After drinking a cup of tea, and 

^ An examimition of the historical, chemical, and metallurgi- 
cal relations hetween the Jiipanese and Malay iron and steel 
weapons, aa well as a comparative study of soioide (hara-kiri)| 
should be made. 

* For February 23, see further on. 

* Japanese surgeoim think diafc tlib hnbit at Mdag fa m way 
tiiat prorents proper oilonlatioii of die Uood in tiie lower limbs, 
oontinned dnriny agw, and in indiridDals often for luniM at 
a timoi is tiie oUef oanee of the flhort4eggedne8e of tiie Jiq^- 
eee. While their bodiee are of normal dimensions, they are from 
a half indb to two inoheo short in the parte helow llio jyagxiUsM 

JNI&M. 
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smokiiig three whifEs o£ tobaooo, I was tlien con- 
ducted to the room of my entertainment. This 
room, oat of compliment to me, was fumisbed with 

seats and tables. On the table before me were 
pipes, tobacco, [andj a brasier. My seat was on 
the left of the Governor and dose to the toko^ 
or aaored place, and consequently the seat of 
honor. 

The meal consisted of fish cooked in every pos- 
sible Japanese way, and fish raw, the latter cut 
from a large fish which was brought to me to see. 
It was in a large dish, decorated with a mast and 
sail, the colors of tiie latter indicating weloome. 
ApatS made of lobster was very nice. Sweet po- 
tatoes and radishes served up in various forms 
were the vegetables. Contrary to my expectations, 
neither rice nor bread was served with the dishes. 
Some ten courses were served, all brought to me 
in wooden cups brightly lacquered. On a table 
placed across the foot of the room was a dwarfed 
cedar-tree, decorated with storks cut out of radish, 
and neatly colored ; these were fastened to the tree 

^ Tlie toko-nc>-ma, literally, bedroom, or place of the couch, 
is an alcove which is believed to have been anciently either the 
raised sleeping-bench along the wall as still seen in the Aino hut, 
or the kang over the wai'nied flues seen in a Chinese or Korean 
house. In modem times the toko-no-ma is the alcove in which 
the Bwordpraok rests, oroamental shelTes «t» set, ptetnras hung, 
and works of art kept It ia umally zaised a few inbhsa alxrra 
die floor. See Mone*a /qponess Howes. 
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hj spnngs of twisted wire, which continued in mo- 
tion for a long time. Flowers also, both real and 
artificial, were used to deoorate the dishes of cakes, 

bonbons, etc., etc., which were also placed on this 
table. I was told the storks were a wish for my 
longevity, and that the varions flowers had a com- 
plimentary meaning in them. After all the fish 
dishes were done, rice was served, without salt or 
any other condhnent. Sak^ was the beyerage, but 
1 plead ill-health, and only drank tea. 

When the heavy part of the meal was over, the 
Governor had brought to him the prettiest toy tea- 
making apparatus I ever saw* It was In a neat 
plain wooden case, which, when opened, displayed 
a tiny furnace for boiling water, teapot and cups, 
a jar of tea, mats for the teapot and cups, a scoop 
for the tea, and a curious machine for heating the 
tea over the fire before it is put in the water. My 
host then proceeded to boil the water, measure and 
heat the tea, place it in pot, pour on the boiling 
water, and then pour out a cup and hand it to me 
with his own hands, whereat all the J apanese fell 
into inmiense admiration* Then the matter was 
expounded to me, that the making of tea by the 
Governor, and serving it with his own hands, was 
a proof of friendship only given to those of exalted 
character and position, and I was requested to view 
it in that light, whereupon I agreed so to regard 
it. Then the Governor requested my aooeptanoe 
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of the whole ooneern, as a proof of his great 

regard, and this was also agreed to.^ 

The conversation now took the usual Japanese 
turn. The lubricity of these people passes belief ; 
the moment business is over, the one and only snV 
ject on which they dare oonyerse comes up. I was 
asked a hundred different questions about Ameri- 
can females ; I will not soil my paper with the 
greater part of them. 

I was asked if their people could reoeiye some 
instruction in beating the drum when the next 
man-of-war came. I replied I had no doubt the 
commander would be willing to gratify them on 
that point ; they said they had brass drums copied 
from the Dutch ; they asked me about the various 
signals given by beat of drum, which I answered 
as well as I could; then — oh, shamel . » . I 
gladly took my leave at thi'ee p. M., and reached 
home quite jaded out. 

Monday, February 23, 1857. I applied to the 
Japanese to fire a salute for me on Washington's 
Birthday; but, as it fell on Sunday, I wished the 
salute to be on Monday. This was agreed to, and 
this morning they sent over two handsome brass 
howitzers exactly copied in every respect from one 
Commodore Ferry gave them. Every appointment 
about the gun, down to the smallest particular, was 

^ The ceremony of cha no 3m, here dttwnibed, has a yolmuiuous 
natiTe literature for its illustration. 
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exacdy copied, peroiuaion locks, drag-xopes, powder 
or cartridge holder, and all. The cartridges were 

made of paper, and for wads they used wood. The 
firing was good, quite as good as I have seen 
among civilized persons. Judging from the report, 
their powder is much better than that of the Chi- 
nese or Siamese. The Japanese say they have 
made one tiionsaud howitKers like those used at 
the salute! 

Wednesday, February 25, 1857. Met the Gov- 
ernors at the Go-yosho at noon to-day. They 
brought in, with great ceremony, a box, which was 
reyerentially placed before me. Then a vice-gOT- 
ernor opened the box, which I found contained 
five pieces of a very poor satin damask, which I was 
told was from five members of the Regency at Yedo, 
one piece from each person. This over, another 
boK was brought, which, as I was told, contained 
an answer to my two letters to Yedo, and at last 
they mustered courage to open it and unfold a 
sheet of paper about five feet long by eighteen 
inches wide, written quite full, and bearing the 
seals and signatures of the *£ oUowing princes, who 
are members of the Begency, with a Dutch trans- 
lation of the same, which they placed in Mr. 
Heusken's hands : — 

Hotta, Bitchiu no Kami. Ab^, Is^ no Kami. 
Makino, Bizen no Kami. Kuz^ Yamato no Kami. 
Naito, Kii no Kami 
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I dizeoted Mr. Heiuikeii to put tlie letter and 
tnmslatjoii in the box and close it. The Goyemon 

wished me to have it translated into English at 
onoe. This I declined, saying I should prefer hav- 
ing it done at leisure, and that in the mean time I 
should like to hear their answer on the oorrenoy 
question. 

Now ensued a scene, quite Japanese, which 
occupied full two hours. The substance of it was 
that they admitted the justice of my demand in 
part, but said my offer (five per oent.) to pay for 
recoining was not suffioient ; that they should lose 
by it, and they therefore begged me to reconsider 
it, and make them an increased offer. I asked 
them what was the cost of coining money in 
Japan. They gravely replied twenty-five per cent. 
Twenty-five per oent. I I told them it was simply 
imposnble; that the oost in Europe and Amenoa 
for such labor was not one per cent. ; that I would 
bring competent moneyers from the United States, 
who would do the whole work for five per cent., and 
even less. They said ihe laws of Japan forbade 
the employment of foreigners about their coinage. 

I endeavored to elicit a direct offer from them, 
but without success. Among other statements made 
by them was this, — that gold and silver, before 
coinage, had no value ; that it was the mint stamp 
that gave it its value, etc. I told them their gov- 
eniment had an undoubted right to deal with the 
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preeions metals produoed in Japan as they pleased, 
but they had no such right over a foreigner, and 
tiiat to attempt to exercise such a right over him 

would, in effect, be a confiscation of his property; 
that they might stamp pieces of paper or leather, 
and compel their own subjects to take them in lieu 
of gold and silver, but they oould not expect the 
foreigner to take them in ezehange for his mer- 
chandise, or to have his coins measured by the 
intrinsic value of such worthless tokens. 

Tiiis ground was traveled over and over again, the 
Japanese always reasoning in a cirde, and tiying 
to gain dieir point by simple pertinadty. I passed 
four weary hours, and left at four P. u., appointing 
the next day to meet again. 

On reaching home, Mr. lieusken translated the 
Dutch copy o£ the letter, and I found it to be a 
simple announcement that all business was to be 
transacted with the Grovemors of Shimoda or 
Hakodate, and not one word in reference to the 
President's letter to the Emperor of Japan, of 
which I told them I was the bearer.^ 

1 Hen Old ti» neords in ** Jonmal No. 8," <wimiMiiicing Jaly 
7, 18GQ» cndiiig February 25, 1867. 
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THE POLITICAL SITUATION. — A CHAPTES OF 

EXPLANATION. 

To save further explanations and to make Mr. 
Harris's records more intelligible, let us here note 
the foioes and the lines of battle. It is no dis- 
giaoe to Japanese men of to-day lihAt he so often 
calls attention to the Uaokness of moral darkness 
that overshadowed nearly all govemment dealings 
in the Japan of the Ansei Era. Nevertheless, it 
is even yet true that the two things most noticed 
and condemned by Mr. Harris, lying and lioen- 
tiousness, toe ftilk the national sins. Both for 
politenesses sake and for trivial reasons, mneh in- 
tellect is wasted in calling white black and black 
white, while official statistics show one divorce to 
every three marriages as still the rule. In Mr. 
Harris's day, the very government itself, being a 
fraud, built on lies, and liable at any moment 
to totter to its fall, needed a bottresdng of false- 
hood to hold it up and stave off the crash. Hence 
the originality, ingenuity, and energy shown in 
prevarication painfully impressed the American 
envoy. His record of ^uxr lies is appalling. It 
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seemed to him a dissipation of a mental power 
much better put to uae in oiher directionsY while 
flie mass and toughness of the fabrications resem^ 
bled masonry. 

Compelled by the force of circumstances to 
make the Perry treaty, the Yedo government had 
lehipsed into slumber, only to be rudely awakened 
in pettish ill-humor by the promptness of the 
Americans. Besides, the more wily ones had ex- 
pected, after making the treaty, to be able to nul- 
lify it by their choice of distant or worthless ports. 
It was not at first that Mr. Harris discovered, what 
all along the Yedo officers knew, that Shimoda was 
nearly useless for foreign commerce. Open to the 
sea, it was shut in by ranges of high hills, and lay 
near the end of a barren promontory, remote 
from trade, highways, and markets. Its chief use 
now is as a stone-quany for the public buildings 
in Tokid. 

In glancing at the historical ritualion, the dwarf 

of to-day can see further than could the giant of 
a generation ago. The more J apanese history is 
studied the more is it seen to be but slightly 
bizarre, peculiar, or anomalous^ and the more is 
it analogous to that of Europe. Sprung, in all 
probability, from two distinct stocks, the Malay 
islanders and the immigrants from the Asiatic 
highlands, the primitive men of Nippon brought 
with them the rude feudalism which was common 
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to boUi Korea and Malaysia* Tho dan of Ya- 

mato, beooming panimomit over the other inhabit^ 

ants of Plondo, or the main island, exalted their 
chief to the rank of the gods. They quelled the 
Ainos and their abonginal neighbors with bolts 
and blades of dogma as well as of iron. It was 
superior theology as well as improTod weapons 
that won the day in central Japan.^ In the sev- 
enth century the introduction from China of the 
centralized system of imperialism, with standing 
annies, oodes of law, boards of goYemment at the 
oapital, and <nvil governors sent ont to the pro- 
vinces to mle conjointly with the military magis- 
trates, brought the remotest ends of Hondo, Yezo, 
Shikoku, and Kiushiu under the sway of the 
Awful Grate, or Mikado. These centuries, from 
the seventh to the twelfth, of the undivided rule 
of the Emperor — des^nte the &et that in later 
generations the Fujiwara, Taira, and other noble 
families practically barred access to the Mikado, 
monopolized power and o£^, and dictated nomi- 
nations to the throne — are looked upon as the 
golden age of Japan. Even in this year of grace 
1895, or, in the purely mythical dmmology of the 
Japanese empire, the twenty-five hundred and fifty- 
fourth, and of actual history possibly the sixteen 
hundredth, a native philosopher, in an elaborate 
treatise on ethics, makes the central principle of 
all morals Loyalty to the Throne. 

1 Seo The Bdigions of Japan. New York* 1895. 
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In Boman history the developiiieiit of the Pie- 
torinm, which made and deposed emperors and 
dictated the policy of the empire, has a striking 
parallel in the Bakufu, or Shogunate, by which 
Japan was, with a few brief intervals, governed 
from A. D. 1184 to 1868. The word pretorium 
meant, first of all, a general's tent ; and so did 
the word baknfu, from hakn, a onrtsin, sooh as 
was Tised to mark off the general*s headquarters, 
and fu, authority or government. In time, this 
tent inclosed and overshadowed all Japan. The 
typical product of Japanese architecture, the ya- 
shiki, or ohm-caraTansaxy, of which Yedo was full, 
was but a wooden tent. Kamakura first, and then 
Yedo, was the camp eity of tlie Japanese preto- 
rian guard. The Shogun's central castle, girt 
with moats and masonry, was surrounded by the 
wooden tents of his vassals. The CSamp and the 
Throne, Yedo and Eloto, Sh^un and Emperor, 
divided the political and moral assets of the 
nation ; the former holding the purse and sword, 
the latter monopolizing divinity and honors. 

In theory, all the land belonged to the Mikado, 
but parallel with the development of duarohy was 
that of feudalism. After the civil magistracies 
of the Middle Ages had been swallowed up in 
the military offices (created by Yoritomo soon 
after his own appointment as Shogun, 1192 
A. B.), the next step was to turn districts into 
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fiefs, and the next to make the feudal allotments 

hereditary in the families of the Sho^n's nomi- 
nees. The force of feudalism could no further go 
when these fiefs were parceled out hy the Shogun 
without lefeience to the Mikado's will, and this 
Ij^yasii did in 1604 and later. He further so dis- 
tributed the lands of his kinsmen and most loyal 
vassals that the eighteen jealous princes of ancient 
fame and continuing power, and the other daimios 
who held land and rule before ly^yasu's time, 
could never combine to overthrow the Sho^^unate, 
or Yedo Pretorium. 

On the chessboard of Japan, the master-move, 
or " king's hand," has always been to get posses- 
sion of the Mikado and issue edicts in the name of 
the Son of Heaven. For two hundred and fifty 
years, because of the iron hand of ly^yasii and his 
successors, none had been able to make that move. 
Further, the country had been so long at peace, 
under the system which seemed fixed forever, that 
most people forgot that things had ever been dif- 
ferent. Kot only was feudalism, with its two foci 
at Tedo and Kioto coextensive with the whole 
empire, but in intensiveness its influence per- 
meated every department of life, even morals and 
religion.^ The Mikado, whom none except a few 
august nobles of the court had ever seen, whose 

' See this assertion al)TindantIy justified in Dr. Q. W. Knox's 
papecs in T. A. S. J. vol. xx., and iu T/ie Ueligiona of Japan. 
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leet never touched the gtoimd, whose palace was 
a Jxdjtkf or temple, and his capital and oaptol a 

miya-ko, whose countenance was a " dragon's," 
who was a son of the gods, all men loved. The 
Shogun, whose iron hand every man, woman, and 
child felt and feared, was the one to be reverantly 
obeyed. This was Japanese politics and religion 
for oentmries. 

With foreigners and all the world excluded by 
edict, with ^' the evil sect called Christian " ex- 
tirpated, with the millions of Japan included 
and made tukeripti glebes by feudal law and by 
the reduction to ashes of all seaworthy ships, by 
a ban laid on travel to other lands, and by death 
pronounced upon both passenger abroad and Chris- 
tian within, Japan was isolated from the shock of 
change. 

The apparition of Perry's fleet had indeed been 
a nightmare ; yet even with two ports open to the 

" ugly " and " hairy " foreigners, was it not possi- 
ble to keep things as they were ? Could not the 

* 

aliens* eyes be blinked, the veil be kept over Kioto, 
and the Mikado still float on **purple clouds " aa 
the spiritual" emperor only, and the mystery- 
play be continued? This, on the Japanese side, 
and from the Yedo point of view, was the problem 
and set scheme laboriously contrived and vigilantly 
maintained. 

This pretorian purpose might have snooeeded 



Uiyiiized by Google 



THE POLITICAL SITUATION. 121 

had ihete been no Btudents or Uunkers in Japan. 
Unfortonately for the Pretorium at Yedo, men 

studied history, pondered and wrote, and the |>en 
proved mightier than the sword. In reality, even 
while Townsend Harris was at Shimoda, could he 
have had the atatistioa of men imprisoned, tortoied, 
banished, beheaded, or eompeJled to commit harap 
kiri for uttering the truth ; could he have seen the 
list of books purged by the censors, or confiscated 
and suppressed by the Yedo government ; could he 
have seen the ea^r students furtively copying with 
wearisome labor English and Dutch books at peril 
of reputation and life, while even those who would 
study philosophy, introduce new arts, sciences, or 
weapons of war, jeoparded their lives, — his eyes 
would have been opened as were the lad's at Do- 
than. He would have seen that even tiie later 
assassinations and incendiarisms were wrought by 
men loyal to the Mikado, who hoped, by embroiling 
the Bakuf u with foreign nations, to hasten its fall. 

Mr. Harris was the bearer of a letter from the 
President of the United States addressed to ^ the 
Emperor" in Tedo. To the American envoy, the 
idea of there being two Emperors, one spiritual '* 
and the other " temporal," a figment of the govern- 
ment interpreters, was not perplexing. Such an 
arrangement was implied in the Perry Treaty, and 
had apparently a chwe analogy in Siam. A criti- 
cal student might wonder at two suns in the same 
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fljBtem, yet, oonsidering tiiat both sun and moon 
fmniBlied %ht, ask which was the fixe and which 
the Tefleetor, Kioto or Yedo? Later (November 

20, 1857) Mr. Harris wrote: "Among the mys- 
teries of this mysterious land, none is more puz- 
zling to me than this Mikado. The Japanese 
negotiators spoke of him in ahnost oontemptaons 
terms dnnng the eoturse of oar disonssions, and yet 
he appears to have a greater influence over the 
refractory nobles of this land than the Tycoon and 
Council of State." 

Even a decade of life spent by the American en- 
Toy in the morally fetid atmospheres of the East 
had scarcely blunted the edge of his surprise at the 
mystery surrounding political affairs in Japan, and 
especially at the subterfuges daily resorted to, 
daily exposed, and daily repeated. He was, how- 
ever, 80 fxt ^xzeaxmed that he resolyed on no pre- 
text whatever should the F^nesident^s letter leave 
his hands until deposited by him in person before 
the Tycoon in Yedo. He knew that the consum- 
ing cariosity of the Japanese wonld be his strong- 
est ally. 



CHAPTER VIIX 



SLOW BUT SURE PROGRESS. 

Thubsdat, Febraary 26, 1857.^ On reaolung 

the Go-yosho to-day, the Governors asked rae if 
I had perused the letter from the fiegency, etc., 
etc, and said they had something to add, which 
was that Hbej had loll powers to receive from 
me any propositions I had to make, and to treat 
on all tho matters referred to in my two letters to 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and then began 
to question me as to certain matters contained 
therein. 

I told them I was not yet ready to answer, hat 

rather to ask questions, and that I wished to know 
the nature of their powers. Could they give me 
answers at once on all matters I might propose 
without waiting to hear from Yedo ? They assured 
me in the most solenm manner that they could. 
I then asked could they make a new treaty without 
such reference? 

Their answer soon proved what I before sus- 
pected, that in any minor matter they could decide, 

^ Here begins " Journal No. V' eommmoing Febnury 26, 
1857, ending Jhotmhw 7, 1857. 
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but on any important one they oould only hear and 
report I then said, I have some matters nnder 
the treaty whicli properly come imder yonr juris- 
diction, and will now proceed to open them." They 
wished to renew the discussion of the currency, but 
I told them unless they had some new matter, or 
a distinct proposition to make, I should prefer 
leaving that for the present. 

I then stated that the port of Nagasaki had 
been opened to the Russians as a place where their 
ships could obtain necessary supplies and coals for 
steamers, and I demanded the same rights for the 
Americans. This was finally agreed to. My next 
was, that in the case of American ships in want of 
supplies and not having money, goods should be 
taken in payment. They said this was already 
granted by our treaty. I told them if that was 
the case, of course they could have no objection to 
reaffirming it, and this was agreed to. My next 
was, that Americans committing offenses in J apan 
should be tried by the consul and punished, if 
guilty, according to Japanese laws. To my great 
and agreeable surprise this was agreed to without 
demur.^ 

* This clause, so heartily agreed to by the Japanese, was later 
tlie intolerable burden under which the governments of both 
Yedo and Tokio groaned for a generation, the r<)ck on \vhicli sev- 
eral cabinets were •wrecked, and on iiccount of whicli civil war 
■was more than once on the point of breaking out. In the treaties 
nude with Enpland and liw United States in 1894, the abolH&ui 
<d oonralar eooiti is provided for. 
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I next told tibem that I demanded ihe right ixsr 
Americans to lease ground, buy, build, repair, or 
alter such buildings at their pleasure, and that they 
should be supplied with materials and laborers for 
such purposes whenever they might require them. 
I told them I founded this elaim on the 12th and 
ISth Articles made with the Dutch at Nagasaki, 
on the 9th of November, 1855, by which all the 
ground at Deshima was leased to the Dutch, and 
the buildings sold to them, and that they also had 
the right to build, alter, or repair, etc., etc. ; that I 
claimed thoee same priyil^ges under the dth Arti- 
cle of the Treaty of Kani^wa. 

The Governors were amazed ; they never heard 
d any such convention ; it did not,, it could not 
exist ; when, where, and by whom was it made ? X 
told them« It was not known to the government 
at Tedo; had never been ratified, and therefore 
had never gone into effect. I then read tlie 29th 
Article, which declared the convention should go 
into full effect on the 1st of January, 1856, and 
extended the time of exchange of the ratifications 
to the 9th of November, 1857 ; but the ratificar 
tions had been exchanged, and tiiat I had with my 
own eyes seen the ratified Japanese copy. They 
then asked where the ratifications were exchanged, 
and where it was that I saw it? I told them that 
CSaptain Fabius of the Dutch Navy brought the 
Dutch raHfication to Nagasaki, in August or Sep> 
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tember last, and that yrhesk he eame Iiere in the 
frigate Medusa he had the ratified ocmvention on 
board, and that what I held in my hand was an 

authenticated translation of it. 

Now, will it b© believed that during all this time 
(more than one honr} the Governors had an aor 
thentio eopy of that very oonvention lying before 
them in a dispatlsh box ? It was so ; and all this 
barefaced falsehood was a fair specimen of Japan- 
ese diplomacy. 

They then took new ground; the Dutch had 
been in Japan more than two hundred years ; that 
these were old matters, and had no relation to the 
present state of affairs. I replied iliat I claimed 
none of the rights the Dutch had before the Treaty 
of Kanagawa was signed ; that I only claimed the 
same new right as had been granted to the Dutdi; 
that under the old r^g^nlations the Dutch fived in 
D^shima simply on sufferance, had no written 
rights, and were liable to be ordered away at any 
moment ; but the convention of November 9, 1855, 
placed them on new and secure ground ; they had 
acquired fixed and indefeasible rights, and among 
others ihat of permanent rendence in Japan. 

Again the ground was shifted. The privileges 
granted to the Dutch were, in effect, to the Dutch 
government represented by a factory, and not to 
the Dutch at large ; as I had told them the gov- 
ernment of the United States never engaged in 
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trade, of coune it oould not have a factozy; and, 
as a natural oonsequenoe, the daim on my part was 
ill-foonded. I replied that it was a privilege of 

trade and residence granted to Dutchmen, no mat- 
ter whom they represented ; that the effect was the 
same, whether they traded for themselves or for 
the Dutch government. Four o'clock having ar- 
rived, I left ihem to meet again to-morrow at the 
same hoar. 

FriJay, Febiiiary 27, 1857. At the Go-yosho 
at noon. The Governors opened the business by 
traveling over the same ground as yesterday (on 
my last proposition) for nearly two hours, not one 
new idea or argument being stated. At last, when 
they questioned the correctness of my translation, 
I suddenly asked them to give me a copy of the 
12th and 13th Articles according to their version, 
which they promised to do, apparently for the 
moment forgetting Uieir denial of any knowledge 
of such a convention only yesterday. 

I next claimed the right to have purchases made 
for me by any person I might employ, and that 
payment should be made directly to the seller with- 
out the interference of any Japanese offioiaL I 
also claimed that the limits of seven ri ^ and five ri 
at Shimoda and Hakodate did not apply to me as 
Cousul-General, but that the whole Empire of Japan 
was included in my consulate. 

1 Bis two and s half Ei^lUh milei. 
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There was lees falsehood in their vepUes to this 
point than there was to the preoeding one, bat this 
axose from tiie want of opportunity rather than the 

want of inclination. Two hours were thus con- 
sumed, and I left at four p. M., they promising to 
send me their version of the 12th and 13th Arti- 
cles of the Dutch convention. 

Monday, March 2, 1857. Moriyama Yenosk^ 
comes here "to-day willi their version of liie 12th 
and 13th Articles of the Dutch convention. They 
agree in every essential with my version. 

He introduced the currency question " by siqring 
how very anxious he was to haye it settled, and 
tried to persuade me to open the question with him. 
He assured me that he knew of his own knowledge 
it did cost twenty-five per cent, on all their coin- 
age; and, on being pressed, he admitted that a 
whole army of officers was quartered on the mint ; 
that some of them had Tery large salaries. I in- 
ferred from what he said that the mint is a sort of 
pension establishment for the Empire. 

Tuesday, March 3, 1857. Met the Governors. 
The currency questioa was introduced, and they 
at last made a distinct oSxir* They said that here- 
tofore the dollar had been taken by them for six- 
teen hundred sen (or cash) ; that this was not 
right ; they proposed to weigh coins brought here 
by the Americans, gold coin with Japanese gold ' 
coin, and silver coin against Japanese silver coin, 
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weight for weight, and from the amount of Japan- 
ese o(nn to deduct fifteen per oent. to pay for the 
loss of melting and coining. I told them the de- 
mand was unrciisonable, and that I could not agree 
to it. They then asked me to give them a coimter- 
proposition; I acoordingly made three distinct 
offers: — 

(1) The dollar in silver to pass by tale forthree 
bus, or forty-eight hundred sen. 

(2) Weighing the coin as proposed by them 
and deducting five per cent. 

(8) That inasmuch as they said their coin was 
composed of pure silver, or pure gold without 
alloy, that if that statement was correct, I would 
allow them ten per cent, discount, and that any 
alloy found in their coin should be deducted from 
that allowance, and that any increase of aUoy in 
the coin brought by Americans, oyer the present 
standard, should go to swell the discount. 

The third proposition was instantly rejected, 
with such manifest tTe})idation that I am con- 
vinced that their coin contains a large amount of 
alley* They also said that to weigh the coin 
would be more just than to have it pass by tale, 
as from wear or other causes old coins were never 
as heavy as new ones. We then went over the 
ground again on my two last propositions. 

At last I told them I had something of great 
, importance to communicate oonfidentiaUy and to 
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them alone. To my great surprise the room was 
at once deaied of all but the two GoTemora and 
Moriyama. 

I then read to them an extract from a letter to 

me from the Secretary of State, which was to the 
effect that, if the Japanese sought to evade the 
treaty, the President would not hesitate to ask 
Congress to give him power to use such arguments 
as they oould not resist* 

The fluttering was fearful, the effect strong. 
They thanked me for the confidence I had placed 
in them, by reading that part of the Secretary's 
letter, and asked if they might communicate the 
same to their government. I told them they 
could do so. They tilien asked me to give them a 
written translation of the paragraph, so that they 
might make a correct translation. This I de- 
clined, but told them I would have it translated, 
and that Moriyama might use that paper in my 
presence to translate it to them, but that the paper 
must be returned to me. This ended our proceed- 
ings for the day at half -past four P. M. 

Wednesday, March 4, 1857. Met the Gover- 
nors at noon. The room was cleared, and I then 
handed them the Dutch translation referred to 
yesterday, and it was carefully translated into 
Japanese by Moriyama, and then the paper was 
returned to me. 

Traveled over the debates of yesterday like a 
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horse in a mill. I finally demanded a oategoiioal 
answer to the three points open, Tiz., ourrenoy, 
residence of Americans, and the consular rights. 

They requested me to place all my propositions in 
writing ; this I decliaed, telling them, that once I 
had placed my name to a paper it could not be 
modified, and that I wished to leave a door open 
by which we might arrive at a solution of the 
questions. It was finally agreed, that Mr. Heus- 
ken, as from himself, should give them an unsigned 
paper containing the substance of my demands, 
the paper to be sent to the Govemor^s residence 
in the morning of to-morrow ; and tiiat we should 
meet again for the dispatch of business on Friday. 

Friday, March 6, 1857. Met the Governors at 
the usual place, i. e. the Go-yosho. 

I asked them if they were prepared to give me 
answers to the points remaining unsettled, and soon 
found they were anything but ready. They said 
these were important matters and must be calmly 
considered; that the Japanese took a great while 
to consider every question ; that in this respect 
they differed from the Americans who decided 
promptly on all questions. 

The currency question again came up, and was 
again gone over for tiie twentieth time. At last 
I told them my mind was made up, and that I 
would not allow more than five per cent, for re- 
coinage ; that their demands were exorbitant ; that 
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their plea that it cost twenty-fire per cent. I had 

fully met by offering to have it done for five per 
cent., and that it appeared as though the govern- 
ment wished to squeeze the Americans who come 
here. 

This elicited a direct offer on their part of tak- 
ing our coins at six per cent, discount. To show 
how great a step this was in our favor, it should 
be remembered that heretofore the dollar passed 
for sixteen hundred sen, but the last offer of the 
Japanese would give four thousand six hundred 
and seventy for the dollar, or nearly two hundred 
per cent, more than they formerly allowed. 

I refused to advance from the five per cent. 
The Prince of Shinano rose from his seat and 
came to me ; and, while standing, hegged me as a 
personal favor to him to yield the one per cent, of 
difference ; that they were most anxious to have 
the matter settled, but that it was impossible for 
them to go further than they had done, and (mark 
this) that, if they took the coin of the Americans 
at less than six per cent., tiie government would 
lose by the operation of recoinage. Contrast this 
with their solemn assurance that it cost twenty- 
five per cent, to coin the money of Japan I ^ The 

^ Re^lar mints were first established in Japan in 1(K)1. The 
seigniorage was charged at an extravagant rate. See " The Cur- 
rency Question " (1S54-18G9), in Inazo NitoU's United States and 
Japan J pp. 7l-7ii 
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mendacity of these men paasee all human, belief. 
We finally adjonmed to some day next week. 

I am really ill, yet I am forced day after day 
to listen to useless debates, on points that have 
been exhausted and are only varied by some new 
phase of falsehood. 

Saturday, March 7, 1857. On looking over my 
jonmal for Febmary 25, I find I haye omitted 
two important matters. 

On the 4th of October, 1855, the Secretary of 
State wrote me that the Navy Department had 
received dispatches from Lieutenant Bodgers to 
the effect that Beed and Dougherty, two Ameri- 
cans who had gone to Japan to establish them- 
selves there, had been ordered away from Shimoda 
and refused permission to land at Hakodate. 
Lieutenant Bodgers also wrote ^ that the Jap- 
anese version of the 7th Article of Commodore 
Perry's' treaty contained the words, " such as may 
be necessary for them," in connection with the 
agreement to permit Americans to make purchases 
of goods in Japan. I was informed by the Depart- 
ment that these words were not contained in the 
English, Dutoh, or Chinese versions of the treaty, 
and I was directed to inquire into the matter, and 
see if they were actually inserted in the Japanese 
version, 

1 See pp. 4BS-467 of Peny*$ Narrtttim for the nofee of Codbp 
mander John Bodgeit» with other doonments and inf otmatfam on 
this matter of Mesne. Beed and Dougherty* 
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I asked the Governors if they had an authentio 
oopy o£ the Treaty of Eanagawa, and, on their an- 
swering in the affirmatiTe, I requested them to 

turn to the 7tli Article of the treaty, and tlieu 
asked them if the words above noted were con- 
tained in it. They at once said they were not in 
the artiele. I then told them Lieutenant Bodgers 
was here, that the Governor had assured him that 
these words were contained in the Japanese ver- 
sion of the treaty. 

With unmoved faces they assured me they never 
heard of any isneh statement; that the Governor 
oould not have said so, and that there must he 
some mistake about it. I then oompkined of the 
ordering away of Messrs. Reed and Dougherty 
from Shimoda and refusing them permission to 
land in Hakodate. They answered that that was 
wrong ; that diey ought not to have ordered them 
away from Shimoda, nor have refused them per- 
mission to land at Hakodate. 

Sunday, March 8, 1857. A cannon from the 
signal hill announced a foreign ship at noon to- 
day, and caused emotions of sincere pleasure. 

On ascending a haght near Hie consulate I saw 
the blessed stars and stripes flying from a barque 
which was standing towards the inner harbor, 
having a signal for a pilot flying. The pilot was 
seen pulling off to her, but as the pilot neared her 
she filled away, stood off until she was fiurly in 
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Tedo Bay, and then stood soniKward. What does 

it mean ? It was like the Flying Dutchman. 

Monday, March 9, 1857. At nine this morning 
the barque again made her appearance and an- 
chored in the onter harbor. Mr. Heuakenweat 
on board, and when he retnmed he brought witii 
him Captain Homer of the barque Messenger Bird 
from Boston via the Sandwich Islands. Mr. Ed- 
ward F. Hall, the super-cargo, presented a letter of 
introduction written by Hon. David L. Gregg, 
IJ. S. CommiBsioner to the Sandwich IshuidB. 
Capbun Homer has his wife and two children on 
board, one an infant born at sea oS. the Caroline 
Islands. 

Mr. Hall having come via San Francisco, I got 
newspapers up to the 8th of November, or mz 
months kter than mykst dates. So Mr. Bu- 
chanan is President. When I last saw him in 
London, on the 31st of October last, I told him 
that I had no doubt he would be the next Pre- 
sident. I am gkd to hear it, and trust tiiat under 
his ^administration peace and quiet will settle on 
the land. As the newspapers were only from the 
20th of October to the 8th of November, there is 
a large hiatus in details, and Mr. Hall being only 
eighteen years of age could not give me many 
particulars. Mr. Hall informs me that he has an 
assorted cargo, and wishes to trade here, and that 
he shall then proceed to Hakodate, and thence to 
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the Amoor River, at whieh last place lie is to estab- 
lish himself in business as a shi})-chancller. I told 
him that I was still negotiating with the Japanese 
about the currency, and told him. he could depend 
on not losing OTer six per cent on the money be 
flihonld e^[wnd here, and wbieb gave bim great sat- 
isliMstioii* 

Sent word to the Governors that I wished to see 
them to-morrow. 

Tnesdaj, March 10, 1857. Met tbe Governors. 
Told them tbe arrival of a sbip required a settle- 
ment of Ibe currency question. Tbey stuck at the 
six, and I at the five per cent. I proposed that 
this ship should settle at the six per cent., but that 
it should not be used as a precedent. Tbey said 
they required ten days to settle tbe currency ques> 
tion, as tbey must send to Yedo. 

They then opened on ground that even aston- 
ished me, used as I am to JajDanese falsehood. 
They roundly declared the Dutch convention did 
not exist ; that it was a false report. I told them, 
with some sternness, that I bad seen it with my 
own eyes, on board tbe Dutob frigate (Medusa), 
in October last. Tliey then said it had not been 
ratified. This I also stopped by saying that it did 
bear the ratifiication of the Japanese government. 
This point was asserted and reasserted by them 
time and again, and as often met by a plain state- 
ment of the truth by me. 
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Now came a new turn ; they said the 12th and 
13th Articles had been stricken out of the Jap- 
anese copy. 

In reply, I asked, if that was so, how was it that 
tiiey gave me a correct version of the 12th and 

13th Articles from their copy? The Governor 
said he got a copy made for himself when at Yedo, 
before it was acted on by the government. I asked 
to see his copy, when, lo, it was a printed and not 
a manuscript copy. I called their attention to the 
fact, but they made no reply. 

I then said that the evidence of the authenticity 
of my version was quite satisfactory to me, and 
that it would be so to my government, who would 
act on it as authentic. They then repeated that 
those two articles never went into operation, etc., 
etc. I told them that Captain Fabius of the 
Dutch Navy had informed me that tlic buildings 
at Ddshima had been sold to the Dutch, and the 
ground leased to them. They vehemently denied 
the truth of that statement I told them that 
negative proof was nothing against credible, posi- 
tive testimony. It was now past four, and I closed 
a very stormy interview, with an appointment for 
the next day. 

Wednesday, March 11, 1857. I went yesterday 
on board the Messenger Bird and saw Mrs. Hor- 
ner, a nice person indeed, with a bouncing baby 
in her arms. This home sight almost made me 
homesick. 
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At the Gro-yoaho at half past eleven. The Gov* 
ernoTs again wished to open the currenoj question. 
I told them if they would give me satisfaction on 

the other unsettled points, I would satisfy them in 
the matter of the currency. After a great deal of 
debate, in which, however, they did not repeat the 
barelaoed aasertioiis of yesterday, they requested 
me to put the two claims of residence of Americans 
and consular rights on paper, and give them time 
to consider about it, as it was a matter of much 
gravity, etc., etc. I assented to this, and so closed 
our business for the present. Again visited the 
barque, and after chatting for an hour went 
home. 

Captain and Mrs. Horner and Mr. Hall are to 
breakfast with me on Friday noon. 

•Friday, March 13, 1867. Breakfast party as 
above. Walk to a place where can see Oshima. 
Day fine and pass it most agreeably. Company 
leave at five P. m. 

In the evening write a letter to the Governors, 
on the two points, which I support with a few of 
the strongest aiguments. 

Saturday, March 14, 1857. Mr. Heusken haa 
translated Islv. Hall*s lists of merchandise, and goes 
with him to assist as his interpreter. 

Sunday, March 15, 1857. I have never been so 
ill for seven years as I am to-day. 

Saturday, March 28. Moriyama calls, and 
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wished to discuss tiie two points, wluoh I dedine. 
In answer to my questions, as to iske state of pnblio 

opinion at Ycdo, regarding intercourse with foreign- 
ers, he says that, taking ten persons in authority, 
three would be in favor of opening the country at 
once ; two would be in favor, but with delay ; three 
would refuse so long as force is not used, but would 
yield to such a demonstration without fighting ; 
and two would fight to the last Moriyama says 
the Governor wishes to call on me to-morrow. 
I request the Prinoe to excuse me on Sunday, but 
that I shall be very happy to see him on * any other 
day of the week. 

Sunday, March 29, 1857. The barque Messen- 
ger Bird went to sea early this morning, bound to 
Hakodate, and the river Amoor. 

Monday, March 80, 1857. The Governor visited 
me to-day. He was attended by a very large train, 
but only a vipe-governor and the interpreter were 
admitted to my private rooms. I have completely 
broken up the system of having a doud of secreta- 
ries and spies crowding into my private rooms. 
All are delighted, except the writers and spies. 
Gave the Prince a Colt's revolver, one of three 
that were put. in the case of arms I purchased for 
the King of Siam, in lieu of discount. 

Wednesday, April 1, 1857. Dispatch letter, 
dated March 28, to Council of State in reply to 
their letter received February 25. I have delayed 
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writing tbis letter so long, in the hope of bringing 

things to a quiet close here. 

Friday, Sd April. Governors wish to see me. 
Gfo to Go-yofiho at two p. M. They wish to know the 
contents of my letter to CSonncil of State. Sony, 
bat it would be improper in me to disclose it. 
They ask the meaning of certain words in 12th 
Article of the Treaty. I ask for a piece of ground 
for a garden, which is promised. 

Monday, April 6, 1857. Moriyama calls about 
garden spot Have given me the piece asked for, 
about one eighth of an acre. Rent six bus per 
aDHum. 

Tuesday, April 7, 1867. Moriyama again ; brings 
me a gardener, the ooonpant of the land X have 
hired. Have a cbat witli Moriyama, as be is quite 
alone, and therefore more oommnnicative. He 

says that I shall soon have an answer to the two 
points, and that it will be satisf actoi-y to me ; that 
I must not hurry them too much ; that but a short 
time need ebpse before a commercial treaty can be 
negotiated, etc., ete. He says the letter to me was 
signed by the whole of the High Council of Re- 
gents, the power next the Shogim ; that there is 
another council of five to seven persons who are 
under the Begento. The Begents are not heredi- 
tary officers ; they are appointed by the Sbogun, 
and hold office during his pleasure alone. That 
the story of an appeal lying to the Princes of the 
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Empire, when there is a differenoe of opinion be- 
tween the Shogun and his Kegents, when the 
defeated party, if a Begent, performs the hara-kiri, 
if the Shogun, resigns, is not true. No appeal 
from the Shogim exists ; ^ his veto is finaL If a 
Begent proposes a measure whieh is negatived by 
the Shogun, no harm arises, but if he renews the 
recommendation, and it is again rejected, then the 
Kegent does perform the hara-kiri. 

No reports of the Treasury, War, Marine, or 
Commeroe* Hie results are only known to the 
Shognn and Regents and the heads of each 
department. Moriyania says, " It would be con- 
sidered impolite for a person to make any in- 
quiries oonceming a department with whieh he 
is not conneoted." The English of it is that 
he dare not make sneh inqniries. I put down the 
information I get from time to time from the 
Japanese. I know there is much falsehood, but 
I eannot at the time separate the true from the 
false. 

Shimonos^ki, one of the interpreters, told Mr. 

Heusken that all the buildings at D^shima had 
been sold to the Dutch. 

Easter Sunday, April 12, 1857. I have kept 
a very good account of the festivals of the Chuioh 
since my arrival here. It has served to bring up 

^ No doubt the average Japanese in 1857 believed this to be 
true. 
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many pleasant leoollectioiis and associadons of 
ideas in my mind. The day is a lovely one ; the 

fields aromid me are ^en with the waving wheat, 
or finely decorated with flowers. An abundance of 
violets grow about here. 

Monday, April 13. A strong wind and driving 
lain from the southwest serves to inaugurate Easter 
Monday at Shimoda. 

Moriyama calls on me, nominally to see me, but 
in reality to settle the wages of my two Japanese 
boys, which is at last settled at six bus per month, 
or about two dollars. The vice-governor last De- 
cember wanted me to pay them sixteen dollars per 
month. 

Moriyama tells me, as a most profound State 
secret, that the Prince of Satsuma is father-in-law 
to the Shogun. I knew this last October. M. 
says that althougjh the Shogun has the supreme 
power to appoint or displace the members of the 
High Council, yet he. is influenced by a council of 
six persons or families, to wit, three princes of the 
blood and the powerful nobles; among the latter 
is the FHnce of Satsuma. In other words, that an 
oligarchy governs Japan. Moriyama says that 
Japan will be opened to foreigners within the year. 
He admits that the Japanese are now negotiating 
a commercial treaty with the Dutch, but I should 
greatly distrust the provisions of a treaty so made. 
The Dutch are altogether too fond of monopolies 
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to make a treaty suited to the present wants of tbe 
coromeroial world. 

Moriyama informs me tliat the giins presented 
to the Japanese (fifty-two in number) have been 
taken to Yedo ; that eight or nine of them are to 
be mounted on a oorrette they have built on the 
Western modeL The corvette is one hundred and 
twenty feet keel. 

Tuesday, April 14, 1857. The chief of the 
Go-yosho came to see me to-day. At last they 
have brought me my aooonnt for seven months; 
the total looks alarming, as it is two miUion eighty- 
seven thousand and nine of their coins, but luckily 
that is fully liquidated with the sum of four hun- 
dred and fortynseven dollars. My servants (i. e. 
the Chinese) are the heaviest item of my expenses 
here, as their wages amount to more than seven 
hundred dollars per annum ; that is, for four men, 
and I also give them their food and lodging ; while 
for five Japanese, I pay one hundred and thirty- 
two dollars per annum, and they board themselves. 

The Go-yosho man also brought me a Japanese 
Dictionary, and promises in a few days to bring 
me some school-books, woiks of fiction and history. 

I think that two thousand dollars per annum 
will cover my expenses. But had I not brought 
them to terms about the currency, I should have 
found my salary insufficient for my support 



CHAPTER IX. 

A LONELY £XIL£.~TH£ PRESIDENT'S LETTER. 

Wednesday, April 15, 1857. Moriyama yis- 

ited the consulate to-day. I had proposed to the 
Governors that, when the next American maii-of- 
mat came liere, salates should be exchanged after 
OUT &8hion. 

Moriyama says the G^ernor would be much 

pleased b\- .such a mark of friendship as would be 
indicated by a salute to the flag of Japan, but pro- 
posed to return it in the Japanese manner, i. e., 
after the salute to send a high officer dressed in his 
kami-shimo, or robes of ceremony, to return thanks 
for the salute. I told him that would hardly be 
satisfactory ; that our custom was to give gun for 
gun,^ the ship, being a visitor, to salute first, and 
then to have it returned the land. ^ 

^ Unit is no leeocd, to far as we know alter an azaminaticni 
of the arehim of tlio Uidted State* Kaivy DepartmoBt, ol an 
Ameriean wanhip firii^ a aalnto to the Bag of n Emopean power 
on oilier tiian equal tenns, except in ilie one instanoe of A» fird 
salate ever fired by a foreign magiafarate or goyemment to tbe 
American fl^, by the Dutch Governor Johannes de GraefF, at St. 
Eastatius, West Indies, November 17, 1776. See the New Eng^ 
land Magazine, July, 1893. When in 1820 the Portugnese gov- 
ernor of Teneriffe declined to return the aalnte of the U. & S. 



L iyiii^cd by Google 



A LONELY EXILE. 



145 



I told him that I was anxious that the J apanese 
should take their place among the civilized nations 
of the world, and that all these small things were 
so many steps in that direction. I then entered at 

large into the system of salutes, and explained the 
manner in which they were given and returned. 

The Governors havinj^ expressed a wish fctr 
hooks of all branches of military and naval science, 
as taught at West Point and at the Naval School, I 
sent them word that if they would address a letter 
on the subject I slioukl at once forward it to the 
Secretary of State, and that I had no doubt the 
books w ould be at once sent. 

Moriyama then said that he wished to ask me a 
question, and that he wanted me to consider it as 
a dream, i. e, to forget it. The query was, " Sup- 
pose the Governors of Shimoda should wish to 
make a commercial treaty with you, what would 
you do ? " I replied that I should first ask to see 
their full powers, and, if those were satasf actoiy, 
lihat I wonid tiien show them mine ; and after that 
we would go to work at a treaty at once. He said 
if that was so that they had misunderstood me ; 
that they supposed that I would only negotiate at 

Cyane, lientenaiit M. C. Perry commaiiding, except with one gnn 
IflM, — " M it v«t not ttnstomary for Portugal to retnm an equal 
BDmber of gnat to Tepablieaa goreminoiita, hat only to those of 
•eknowledged aoronigiis,'* — he got no mlnte, and the CSyane 
honed no powder in oomplinient to Portiigal or llie govenwr. 

Jf. Cm Pmf 54) 85* 
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Yedo, and with the High Council. I told them 
that they had oonfounded two things; that what I 
had to say confidentiaUy, as from my govemment, 
ooiild only be said at Yedo ; so also the Ffoeident's 
letter could only be delivered by me at Yedo, and 
in the Imperial presence, etc. That negotiations 
were a different thing ; that I was ready to nego- 
tiate with any person of proper rank who oould 
show me tiie requisite full powers. 

He declared that they were not negotiating with 
the Dutch a commercial treaty ; that as soon as 
they were ready to negotiate on that point, they 
would negotiate with me. 

Moriyama says that almost all the books of 
Japan are simple reprints of Chinese classics, such 
as Confucius, Mencius, etc., but that 1 sliall have 
copies of such purely Japanese works as they have.* 

Saturday, April 18, 1857. My servants consist 
of a butler, cook and his mate, washman, two house- * 
boy% one water^sarrier, one sweeper, one gardener, 
one groom — in all ten persons, and not one that I 
can do without. 

I am much concerned at the non-arrival of the 
San Jacinto. Commodore Armstrong promised to 

^ The fint real survey of Japanese literature given in a foieigii 
language ia that of Mr. Emetfe SatoVi Seeietary of tili« Bxttidh 
Legation in Japan, and now H. B. M. Miniater to Moroooo, in iho 
AmerieeM Cjfetepedia. The Japanese have a Teiy Tolmninona 
IHerafeiiTO. See Japan: in History, .Fb£k4ore, andArtf BoeUm, 
Sd edition, 188S. 
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be here in Mareli« and now more tiian one half ot 
Apnl lias slipped away. My last letters from tibe 

United States were dated March 17, 1856, more 
than thirteen months ago. How much may have 
happened in that time I My health is not good. 

I wish the frigate would arriye, that I oould 
have some medioal advice. 

Monday, April 20, 1857. A miserable wet day. 
Send word to the Governors that I wish to meet 
them at the Go-yosho to-morrow at noon. I wish 
to engross the articles already settled with them, 
and haye them make their translation, as tiie last 
is always a work of much time, and thus I shall 
be able to expedite the whole matter the more 
promptly when I get a decision on the 'Hwo 
points." 

Tuesday, April 21, 1857. Met the Governors 
at noon at the Go-yosho. Agreed to settle the 

wording of the points already agreed on. Told 
them I should write them a formal letter request- 
ing them to give me their version of the 7th 
Article of the Treaty of Kanagawa, as when Liea> 
tenant Bodgers was here (May, 1855) they had 
interpolated the words such as may be necessary 
for them " after the words agreeing to trade. I 
told them I should also ask them for an explana> 
tion of the sending away of Beed and Dougherty 
from Shimoda, and refusing them permission to 
land at Hakodate, in 1855. I inquired when I 
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was to reoem an answer on the **two pointB." 
They oould only repeat that they were anzionsly 
looking for it to arrive here from Yedo. 

I found the matter of salutes, mentioned to Mori- 
yama on the 15th, is a perplexing matter to them, 
80 1 let it rest where it is for the present. 

I requested the Groremors to order the Gro-yosho 
officers to answer certain questions which I had 
received from my government concerning cotton, 
its production in Japan, etc., which they promised 
should be done. I called their attention to the 
breakwater of the jetty now erecting at Kakigaki, 
that it is so short that at low water of spring tides 
it wiU not- give any protection to boats. I left at 
two p. M. After my return home wrote the letter 
to the Governors, referred to in the beginning of 
this entry, and settled the wording of the articles. 

Saturday, April 25, 1857. I have given some 
lessons in English to the Imperial snigeon who 
attends the Govemm here; I did this at their 
request. I found him very apt. He has been 
absent for some weeks to visit his sick father at 
Yedo, and to-day came to renew his lessons. I did 
not give him anything but a letter to the (Gover- 
nors, in which I told them that I should be very 
happy to give instruction in English after I had 
been permitted the full exercise of my rights as 
consid, but so long as I was denied any of those 
rights I must decline the lessons. 
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I cannot see what it is that keeps away Commo- 
dore Annstrong; if I had a vessel-of-war here I 
should liave speedy answers to my demands on the 
two points, but I feel sure they will not be settled 
so long as no ship-of-war comes here. The Com* 
modore promised to be here in March, yet April 
has nearly passed away, and no ship has come. My 
last letters from the Department of State were 
dated in October, 1855, more than eighteen months 
ago. It is too long a period to leave me here 
alone, and some order should be given to insure 
more frequent communication with me. 

Monday, April 27, 1857. The Bhododendron 
Althea is now in beautiful flower, — colors cliiefly 
pink. I have planted some of them in the ceme- 
tery where the four Americans are buried.^ 

flowers of the Peony — China poppy, flowered 
peony, and tree-peony " brought me to-day. 

Monday, April 27, continued. Moriyama calls 
for verbal explanations about the wording of the 
articles already agreed on. Find it is a cunning 
attempt to interpolate words of difEerent meaning. 
Moriyama says yesj coolly that it is a very differw 
ent thing to say a thing, or to write it ; " in other 

* Decoration Day, wliich Mr. Harris thus inaugruratod in .Japan, 
ia now regularly observLcl with fi)rinal ceremonies by the Amer- 
ican residents and officers and sailors from tlie men-of-war in 
port. In lb94, Kev. W. F. Dierst of Tokio cleaned and reset the 
l^vestones and lenomtod the eemetecy. 
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worda, they are always at libertj to deny anything 
tiiey lum said or promised, so long as it is not in 

writing. 

Tuesday, April 28. Busy to-day in making in- 
dexes of the correspondence and documents of the 
consulate. Have got all my papers in perfect 
order, and only await the arriyal of a ship to dis- 
patch a large amount of correspondence. I fed 
sure that what I have accomplished will give satis- 
faction. I have settled the currency, so that one 
dollar goes as far almost as three did when Comp 
modore Ferry left the question. 

I haye opened the port of Nagasaki to Amer- 
ican ships wanting supplies. 

Americans are only to be amenable to American 
authority for offenses committed in Japan. 

American ships in distress that ha?e no money 
can pay for all necessaxy supplies by barter. 

The great point of residence of Americans is 
still pending, and although it may not now be 
admitted, yet I have placed it on a footing which 
must ultimately secure it. 

The consular rights and franchises stand on the 
same ground as the rights of residence. 

I have fought the battles, and although I may 
not receive the victory, yet victory will come, and 
will be owiug to my labors. 

Wednesday, April 29, 1857. Moriyama visits 
me and brings the Dutch yersion of the articles 
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agreed on. I find it eomot at last One would 
tJiink the translation of a paper to be a simple pro> 
cess, but it is not so with the Japanese, for, beside 
their duplicity and constant effort to vary the sub- 
stance, they are so absurd as to wish to have every 
word placed in the Datch yersion ezacdy in the 
Older it stands in the Japanese ; it is yeiy diffioult 
to explain to them the idioms of language, or the 
grammatical structure of it ; or to get them to see 
that although the placing of the words does not cor- 
respond with theirs, yet the meaning is the same. 
Their knowledge of Dutoh is imperfect ; they have 
learned the language as spoken by traders and 
sailors, and the Dutch they use is not only that of 
two hundred and fifty years ago, but it is limited 
to the subjects above referred to.^ Hence we have 
great difficulty in conveying an abstract idea to 
them, and it is almost impossible to speak figura- 
tively ^ to lliem. 

As a specimen of the cool mendacity of the Jap- 
anese even about things that are tangible to the 
right, I note the foUowing. The island of OBhima 

1 "Interpreter's Dutch" was quite different from that of the 
scholars in Yedo, who read the Dutch books which, for over a cen- 
tnrj pravioiu to 1868, wwe leaveidiig the JspaiMM mbd and pre- 
paring It for the tfansf omiation of to-d»y. Lanienoe QUphant, in 
Ub bodk^ Lord Elgin^t Misnon, xaAm the aanie oonipbiiiit of tlie 
wend for word translatots of Knglkh. 

* On Hm peonHarities of the Japamae laqgnago, Ha matfear of 
fMt ebanoteri aae Aatoii'a and Chaaabeil^'B GianuBaiB. 
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18 in plain sight of Shimoda, and some twelve or 
fifteen miles distant ub, so that it oomes 
within the limits of seven ri, or sixteen and five- 
eighths miles, as settled for the Americans. Yet 
the Governors coolly tell me that Oshinia is twenty- 
five ri, or fifty-nine and three-eighths miles distant 
from Shimoda I 

Tuesday, May 5, 1857. It is now dgbt months 
and three days since the San Jacinto left here. 
Commodore Armstrong promised me he would be 
here again in six montlis.^ I am a prey to unceas- 
ing anxiety ; I have not heard a word from Wash- 
ington since I left the United States, say October, 
1855. 

What can be the cause of this prolonged absence 
of an American man-of-war ? Where are the Eng- 
lish ? Where are the French ? Above all, where 
is the Bussian CSonsul ? He should have been here 
before this. I am only nine days distant from 
Hong-Kong, yet I am more isolated than any 
American official iu any part of the world. 

I have important intelligence to send to my gov- 
ernment; intelligenoe that will give an immediate 
spur to our trade with Japan, yet here it remains, 

1 What Commodore Aimstrong and the EnglSsh and IVenoh 
■wese dtang^ and the reaflom for tiie delay oi the San Jadnto. am 
toU in Dr. Wood's book Fankwei. The Opium War in China had 
begun. See the latest accomit of it in the Life Sir Sbrrg 
FarkUf who was afterwards Biitiah Minister in Japan. 
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monih after month, without my being able to oom- 
mnnicato it to my government, or enabling my 

countrymen to benefit by it. The absence of a man- 
of-war also tends to weaken my intluenee with the 
Japanese. They have yielded nothing except from 
fear, and any future ameliorations of our inter- 
oouTBe will only take plaise after a demonstration 
of foroe on onr part. 

I will not suppose that this apparent neglect 
arises from indifference or idleness on the part of 
our naTal commanders out here ; I therefore am 
left a prey to all sorts of imaginations as to the 
detaining causes. « 

Saturday, May 9, 1857. I have called on the 
Governors of Shimoda to redeem the promise they 
made me, before I landed, that *^all my supplies 
should be furnished at the same rates as were 
charged to the Japanese." I am satisfied that I 
have been eonstently and systematically over- 
charged, and I sent to the Governors a list of 
prices at which I am charged, and against them 
I f^aced the prices that I have obtained from time 
to time, from Japanese who are not connected 
with the government. The difference is very 
great. 

Monday, May 11, 1857. Went over to the Go- 
yoaho. I was not pleased with the articles offered 
to me. I think we have overrated the habit of the 
Japanese in making elaborately fine articles of any 
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kind. The genius of their govemment aeenui to 
forbid any ezereiae of ingenuity in producing arti- 
cles for the* gratification of wealth and luxury. 

Sumptuary laws rigidly enforce the forms, color, 
material, and time of changing the dress of alL 
As to InzDiy of . furniture, the thing is unknown 
in Japan. I do not hesitate to say that the 
house of a Prince of tiie Empire does not con- 
tain half the value of furniture that you wiU 
iind in the house of a sober, steady mechanic in 
America. 

Simplicity and frugality is the great maxim of 
this conntiy, and it is enforced in a most surprising 
manner. It would be an endless task to attempt 

to put down all the acts of a Japanese that are 
regulated by authority. This is no country for 
modistes, tailors, jewelers, and the whole army 
that fatten on the imaginary wants of the West* 

Wednesday, May 13, 1857. For the purpose of 
ascertaining whether gold is really as cheap in 
Japan as the Japanese pretend, I ordered two mus- 
tard-spoons to be made of pure, unalloypd gold. 
They wished me to give them coin to make the 
spoons from. This I declined, as it would defeat 
the object I had in view. 

After some days a formal message was sent to 
me by the (iovernors, stating that by the laws of 
Japan gold could only be used to ornament their 
swords, and that its use by the people in any other 
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form was absolutely prohibited.^ A greater falae- 
liood was never uttered. It is true tbat the Japan- 
ese own but few ornaments, or, indeed, articles of 
luxury of any kind, but gold is used in weaving 
brocades, in decorating saddles, in making a small 
cbain which secures a small basket, which contains 
a cloth with which they wipe perspiration from 
their faoes, and for women's ornaments. 

I told the messenger to say to the Governors 
that I knew that gold was used for many purposes 
besides swords ; but even if that was not the case, 
it was nothing to me, as I was not a Japanese, nor 
bound by Japanese law. 

Moriyama comes to say that the Governor has 
received orders to go to Yeilo, and that he is to 
leave early to-morrow morning ; that he is unable 
to call in person to take leave of me, and beg^ me 
to excuse his apparent neglect. I send him mes- 
sages wishing him a pleasant journey to Tedo, and 
a favorable reception on his arrival. 

Thursday, May 14, 1857. I have received a cir- 
cular horn, the Unitted States Patent-office, asking 
for a great variety of information about cotton,* 

^ Extract from the Kindai Geppio (which contAins brief notes 
on Jajmnese history from 1844 to ISO.', published in Tokio, 1873) : 
" 11th month, 7th day (1855). The ii.se of gold or silver in mak- 
ing utensils of all kinds w;w proliibitt'd." Tliia is one of several 
instances in which Mr. Harris was too severe in his generalisations. 
In after-yeare his earlier and hastier jndg:ments were corrected. 

' hi 1895, Japan, with aeurly fifty large steam-powtf Ootton* 
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the whole bein^ put in the form of twenty-seven • 
questions. These I had translated and gave them 
to the Japanese, requesting them to give me the 
desired information. 

To-day I have their return. It is a beautiful 
specimen of Japanese craft, cunning, and false- 
hood. Their great object appears to be, to permit 
as little to be learned about their oountiy as possi- 
ble, and to that end all fraud, deceit, falsehood, 
and even violence are justifiable in their eyes. It 
is true that this is the most difficult country in the 
world to get information; no statistics exist; no 
publioations are made on any subject connected 
with industiy. No man makes experiments to im- 
prove his implements, or to increase the product 
of his lands by new modes of culture ; as his 
father sowed and reaped, so does he ; and if the 
crop is large, it is his gopd fortune ; if it be poor, 
it is his misfortune; as in eveiything else in 
Japan, the motto is Quieta non movere. 

The cultivator never measures his produce to see 
how it compares with that of his neighbor, or with 
his own on previous years ; he is entirely ignorant 
of the mode of culture, or crops produced, at places 
not twenty miles distant from 1dm. The great 
mass of the people are literally tied to the spot on 

• 

milb, with best improved modem maehiaery, is oon^eting for 
Hie tnde wiHi India, bavii^ alTCadygsined m,iiQh of die tnde in 
oolton Btofb wiHi CSiinft and Korea. 
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wliioh they were born. Of ooune goTemment offi!- 
dals, priests, pilgriniB, ete., are exceptions. It may 
be that some few of the traders may go from place 

to place in pursuit of their calling, but such men 
in Japan have no eyes for anything but their 
traffic. 

Saturday, May 16, 1857. . I ordered a small fiel- 
Tedere to be erected on the top of a hiU near the 

consulate, so that I might enjoy the cool air during 
the hot season, and also have a view over the whole 
of the harbor. Torday they brought me some plans 
and elevBtions Teiy neatly done, with estimate of 
the cost of the work, it seems to be a most im- 
portant matter to them, as they hiwe been a number 
of days about it, and many persons are engaged on 
it. I was satisfied with their plans, and accepted 
them. The price is fifteen dollars. 

I am collecting specimens of natural history, but 
they are meagre, as the Japanese will not bring 
me one, on the national principle of concealiug 
everything. 

Thursday, May 21, 1857. Nine months to-day 
since I arrived in Japan, and I am still without 
any communication with home. Where is Com- 
modore Armstrong? 

The Japanese brought a horse fur Mr. Ileusken 
to^ay. It is dearer than mine, although not so 
good-looking ; but this is Japanese custom — always 
advance the prioe,-bat never lower it. 



158 MB. HABBIS'S JOURNAL, 



Tuesday, May 26, 1857. To-day I have a reply 
from the Goyernora about the prioes charged me 

by the G^o-yosho people. 

It is plainly and unequivocally a full sui)port of 
the Go-yosho rascality in all of its ramifications. 
They do not regard the promise they gave me last 
August as worth the breath oost them to utter it. 
However, to lie is, for a Japanese, simply to speak. 

Tuesday, June 2. Moriyama brings me Mr. Port- 
man's ^ Dutch version of the Treaty of Kanagawa, 
as well as their Dutch version made from the 
Japanese. I wish to have a copy, to save the 
trouble of constant reference by means of letters 
asking for copies of parts of Articles. . . . Burgo 
no Kami is in disgrace. . . . Took a walk to the 
southwest of Shimoda, towards Cape Idzu. It is 
of the same character as the other parts seen; 
every possible spot is cultivated, and as many in- 
habitants as can be supported. I find that what I 
considered as jungle on the steep hillsides is actu- 
ally all planted — trees, bamboos, rushes, etc. ; all 
are renewed as they are out off for use. No spot is ' 
neglected ; I have never seen a person that had the 
ajipearance of want marked on his countenance. 
The children all have faces like "fidl moons,'* and 
the men and women are quite fleshy enough. No 

1 The Dntdi interpveter for CommodoM Penj, and sfflerwardB 
of file Unitod States Legation in Yodo and TSkiS, wlio pecMied in 
the ateuMr Vaie dtt Ham 
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one can for a moment suppose, after seeing tlie 
people, that they are not well fed. 

Wednesday, June 3. Walked up the valley 
of Shimoda towards Matsiisaki, and visited a new 
hot spring. It is arranged as a bath-house, like 
those before described^ but the water is much 
warmer, and more strongly impregnated with sul- 
phur. I found a woman in the bath with her 
child ; she was not in the least discomposed, but 
gave me the usual " ohio *' ^ (good morning) with a 
smiling face. Her skin was very fair, nearly as 
white as a Ciroassian's. On my return homewards 
I called on the Gh>yexnor, and passed a Yery agree- 
able hour with him. 

Monday, June 8, 1857. I omitted to enter the 
arrival here of the new Governor, who comes in 
place of Shinano no Kami. His name is Naka- 
mura, D^wa no Kami. I haYe at least carried 
every point triumphantly with the Japanese, and 
have got everything conceded that I have been 
negotiating for since last September. Among my 
papers will be found a copy of the Convention,^ 
which contains the following provisions: — 

1. Opens the Port of Nagasaki to American 
ships. 

2. Gives the right of permanent residence to 

1 0 " honorific, and " hayo " early. 

* Sm ihe tnfe of <]iif doenmenit in ZVmHm and C^NnmifiBm 
toween (kt UfMt SMa and Other Pcwen, 1776-1887. 
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Americans at Sliimoda and Hakodate, and the 
right to appoint a vioe-consal at the latter port 
8. SettleB the ourrenoy, so that where we paid 

one hundred, we now pay only thirty-four doUars 

and a half. 

4. Americans to be exclusively under the con- 
trol of their consuls, and to be tried by Amerioan 
law. 

5. Conoedes the right of the Gonsnl-General to 

go where he pleases in Japan, and to be furnished 
with Japanese money to enable him in person, or 
by his servants, to make his purchases, without the 
intervention of any Japanese officiaL Thb is even 
more than I was instructed to ask for by my spe- 
cial instructions dated October 4, 1855. No classes 
of Americans are named in the second article, so 
that missionaries may aotuaUy come and reside in 
Japan. 

Am I elated by this success? Not a whit; I 
know my dear countrymen but too well to expect 
any praise for what I have done, and I shall esteem 

myself lucky if I am not removed from office ; not 
for what I have done, but because I have not made 
a commercial treaty that would open Japan as 
freely as England is open to us. Besides, it is so 
easy to criticise, and so agreeable to condemn ; it 
is much more pleasant to write " imbecile," " ass," 
or **fooV' than to say "able," "discreet," and 
^ competent.*' 
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Wednesday, June 17, 1867. To-day we signed 
the Gonyention, liaving been some nine days in 

settlintj tlie wording of the articles, which, by the 
way, is a work of much difficulty, as the Dutch of 
the Japanese interpreters is that of the ship cap- 
tains and traders, used some two hundred and fifty 
years ago. They have not been taught a single 
new word in the interim, so they are quite igno- 
rant of all the terms used in treaties, conventions, 
etc., etc. This, joined to their excessive jealousy 
and fear of being cheated, makes it ezoessiYaLy 
difficult to manage such a matter as the present 
one. They even wanted the words in the Dutch 
version to stand in the exact order they stood in 
the Japanese! Owing to the difference of gram- 
matical structure, this would have rendered it per- 
fect gibberish. 

Monday, June 22, 1857. I have been in cov- 
respondenoe with the Council of State" since 
October 25, 1856, concerning a letter from the 
President of which I am the bearer, and I have had 
a great many interviews with the Governors of Shi- 
moda of late concerning the manner in which that 
letter should be delivered, as well as [to how] certain 
communications, which I wrote them I was charged 
with, should be made. They wished the letter to 
be delivered here in Shimoda, and the communica- 
tions made to the Governors, while I demanded to 
go to Yedo, have an ikndience of the Shogun, and 
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tben deliver the letter, and afterwards make the 
oammimieationg to the proper minister. 

The Governors now produce an Imperial man- 
date, under the " seal and signature Royal," com- 
maading them to receive the President's letter and 
bring it to Yedo, and they are now quite dump 
founded that I refuse to yield to the mandate. 

Tuesday, June 28, 1857. Today received an 
official and also a private letter from Mr. E. E. 
Rice, *' U. S. Commercial Agent at Hakodate," 
announcing his arrival at that place, and that he 
had hoisted his flag." He writes me that two 
ships under the American flag are there from Hong- 
Kong, and that the supercargo, Mr. Luhdorf, has 
some things for me, which Mr. Rice promi^^es to 
forward to me if they are landed at Hakodate, but 
he does not say one word SLlvmt letters. 

This is most tantalising. I am now more than 
ten months in Japan, and have not as yet received 
a single letter from the United States. As no 
direct communication is allowed by sea between 
Shimoda and Hakodate by Japanese junks, my 
supplies might as well be at Hong-Kong as there. 
I have been out of flour, bread, butter, lard, baoon, 
hams, sweet oil, and, in fact, out of every kmd of 
foreign supply for more than two months. I am 
living on rice, fish, and very poor poultry, as no 
game of any kind has been brought to me for the 
last three months. 
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My health is miserable. My appetite is gone, 
and I am so shrunk away tiiat I look as though a 
^^Tice^nsnl had been cut out of me.'* Where, oh, 

where, is Commodore Armstrong? 

Saturday, July 4, 1857. I never felt more mis- 
erable and wretched than on this day. lU in health 
and in want of everything but low spirits, of which 
I have an abundant supply. 

I had a national salute of twenty-one guns fired 
in honor of the day by the Japanese, I paying the 
eacpense, which was less than two dollars. Dear 
New York 1 how I wish I could pass the day there 
among my friends. I have now abandoned all 
hopes of seeing Commodore Armstrong, and I ac- 
cord ingly have made an effort to send some letters 
through the Japanese to Hakodate, hoping Mr. 
Bice may be able to forward theuL My letters 
were very short and very guarded, as I do not 
doubt the Japanese will open them. Although the 
distance from here to Hakodate is under six hun- 
dred miles by land, yet the Japanese consume 
thirty-five days in conveying a letter there. 

Wednesday, July 8. Shinano no Kami started 
to^y for Yedo, for the purpose of reporting my 
refusal to deliver the letter of the President any- 
where but in Yedo, or to any one but the Emperor. 
They assure me that it is quite preposterous to 
even think of an audience of His Majesty, as the 
laws of Japan forbid it. As it happens, they also 
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told me ihat the Counoil of State could not write 
to any foreigners (the laws forbidding it), and as 
the conncil has written to me, I am shrewdly in- 
clined to think that they will be found equally 
pliable in the matter of an audience, 

Thursday, July 23, 1857. The cannon from the 
lookout hill was fired at noon to^lay, and it caused 
auoh joy as only can be felt by those who have 
been living isolated as I have been for the last 
eleven months. Mr. Ilensken ran like a deer to 
the top of the signal hill, and came back breathless 
and streaming with sweat to say that there was 
a ship in sight, about ten miles south of the har- 
bor; that as the wind was not yery fresh she 
woidd not come in for some time. He started 
again for Vaudalia Point (the most southern point) 
to watch her approach. At four p. m. he returned 
quite downhearted; the ship had disappeared in 
tiie blue base at a little after one o'dock, and had 
not reappeared ; she appeared to be standing about 
N. E. We are now in doubt what it can mean, but 
think she must be bound here ; else why approach 
so near? 

Friday, July 24, 1857. Up at daylight, and off 
to l^e east bills that command a view of the bay of 

Yedo and the south Pacific. Alas ! no ship could 
be seen. Whoever she was, it was clear that she 
was not bound to Shimoda. I never had anything 
to tiy my philosophy so harshly as this. 
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I am inoliiied to think that she was not the fly- 
ing Dutchman (as suggested nationally by Mr. 
Hensken} bnt simply a whaler, fishing along the 

coast. I wish the "blubber-hunter" had kept 
a few miles further from land, and spared us the 
ezoitement of hope and the bitter disappointment 
that followed. 

Monday, July 27. Made a present of my third 
and last revolver to D^wa no Kami. I am sorry 
to hear of the death of Abe Ise no Kami at Yedo. 
He was the second member of the Council of State, 
aiod T6iy influentiaL 

He has always been represented to me as a man 
of great intelligence, and one tiiat fully understood 
the power of the United States and other Western 
nations ; and, above all, was convinced that the 
time had arrived when Japan must abandon her 
enlusiTe policy, or be plunged into the miseries of 
war. Hie is a great loss to the fiberal party of 
Japan. 

Friday, August 21. Happy day! I get a pack- 
age with a dozen newspapers and some China let- 
ters &om Mr. Bioe. He writes me that he will 
forward my packages about Oetober next by a 
Japanese schooner (American model) which ¥^11 
leave about that time. What a relief to have this 
slight glimpse of the outer world, although I do not 
get any American letters. This day is the anniver- 
saiy of my arrival in Japan. One year here, and 
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not a single letter from America ! My last letters 
were dated February, 1856, eighteen moniihs ago I 
How much may have liappened in the mean time. 
Who among my old friends has deatili removed? 

I suppose my letters must be packed up in a box, 
which was not known to Mr. Rice, or he would 
have sent letters in place of newspapers. What 
has become of the American men-of-war of the 
East India squadzon ? 



CHAFTEB X. 



VISIT OF THE FOBT8MOUTH. — TH£ FIB8T YICIOBT. 

Monday, September 7, 1857. At noon to-day 
the signal cannon again gave us the joyful news 
that a foreign ship was in sigkt. Mr* Heusken 
went oyer Ids old ground, and on his return in- 
formed me that a heayy ship was standing in for 
the harbor ; that as tlie wind blew the colors end 
on, he could not make them out. It was a comfort 
to think that she was coming here, although we 
did not know what flag she wore; at all eventa, 
she was from a ciyilized land. 

It is now one year and four days since I was 
left here by the San Jacinto, and full six months 
have run beyond the time that Commodore Arm- 
strong promised to visit me. That it was not the 
Gommodoro was dear, as it was a saOing-^hip. 
The wind fell provokingly light, and at seven p. VL 
the boom of a heavy gun came from the ship. 
Mr. Heusken volunteered to go to her, although she 
was some ten miles off. He aooordingly started, 
and did not get haok until one A. H. 

Tuesday, September 8. The ship proves to he 
the United States sloop-of-war Portsmouth, Cap- 
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tain A. H. Foote,^ eighteen days from Shanghai, 
where he left Commodore Annstrong in the San 
Jaeinto, and where he has been nearly three 

months, at the distance of seven days' steaming 
from me. The Portsmouth did not expect to visit 
Japan when she left Hong-Kong, bo that all my 
letters from home that have been leoeiyed since 
April last (one still at Hong-Kong) have not oome 
to me. She brought me letters from Captain Bell 
and the officers of the San Jacinto only. I was up 
all night eagerly reading the newspapers and the 
few letters she brought me. 

The ship came up at noon, and at two P. u. the 
captain came to see me. He was much pleased 
when I showed him the Convention of June 17, 
and said that all would be surprised at my success. 
He told me that he had great di£&oulty in getting 
the Commodore's consent to come here, and I be- 
lieve it was only obtained by some medical rose 
by which the ship was ordered here for the health 
of the crew. Captain Foote told me he had the 
most stringent orders not to enter the harbor of 
Shimoda; that he was to stay the shortest possible 

* Andrew Hull Foote, U. S. N., was born at New Haven in 
1800, and entered the navy in 1822, becoming a lieutenant in 
1830, a oommaader in 1852, a captain in 1861, and a rear-admiral 
ia 1668. Bk «^tiin ol tha Bairier Forte new Gaaton in Ctam 
in I860, tad hk MrvioM in ^ gonlNMite ob tibe MiaBiasippi md 
odm ialand waten dadng Hob (Hrfl War, form part of one of 
tiie nmrt nolile nooidt ia the Unitod States Nary. 
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tune here, and an ungraoiotis addendum was made 
that lie would probably bave to bring me away. 

It appears that Commodore Armstrong has been 
occupied from December to June in protecting 
the British Colony of Hong-Kong, tiius enabling 
Admiral Seymonr to employ more of his force in 
active hostilities against the Chinese; he found 
himself able to send a ship to Manila to inquire 
about some Americans who are imprisoned there 
imder a charge of murder ; and he was also able 
to send another to Singapore to inquire into — 
what? — a case of salvage 1 1 1 However, let him 
pass with this addition. I informed Captain Foote 
that all my dispatches from the government were 
at Hakodate, where they had remained since last 
May, and that as he was going there I asked him 
to touch here on his return and give me my letters. 
It would seem as though the Commodore had fore- 
seen this request, for lie positively ordered Captain 
Toote on leaving Hakodate, to stretch out one hun- 
dred and fifty miles from land, while his direct 
route would have carried him about twenty miles 
south of Shimoda. 

Captain Foote invited me to visit his ship to- 
morrow to receive a salute, and to dine with him. 
He then went over to the Go-yosho to look at the 
lacquer ware, Mr. Heusken attending him as his 
interpreter. Employed until a late hour of the 
night on my correspondence^ 
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Wednesday, September 9, 1857. I told Captain 
Foote and liis officers that I was deeply mortified 

that I could not invite them to dine with me, as in 
reality all I had to offer them was rice, fish, and 
tough chickens; they begged me not to mention 
it| as they had been fully prepared to find me Buf- 
fering from privationSy owing to the manner in 
which I had been neglected. Went on board at 
two P. M. and had my salut« of thirteen guns from 
the heavy 68-pounders, which were loaded with 
full charges, and not with the nsnal reduced 
charge which is for saluting. A pleasant dinner 
in the cabin, with Captain Foote and his first 
lieutenant, Mr. Macomb, sou of Major-General 
Macomb, of Plattsburgh memory. 

I am to go with Captain Foote and his officers 
to visit the GbYemor to4norrow, and afterward 
dine in the waxd-xoom. Betumed home at five P. v., 
and went to woik and wrote to a very late hour. 

Thursday, September 10, 1857. To the Go- 
yosho at eleven a. m., and had a pleasant visit 
which lasted about an hour. Captain Foote and 
his officers are veiy busy in making puiohases, and 
they are delighted at only paying thirty.four and 
a half cents for what cost the San Jacinto one 
dollar. Mr. Heusken is oonstantly occupied with 
them, which retards my writing sadly. 

Went on board ship at one P. M. and remained 
nntQ five, having dined in the ward-room. The 
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Portsmoatii appears to be a very happy^ ship. I 
learn from Captain Foote that he took Mr. 0. W. 

Bradley with the Siamese treaty to Bangkok, and 
that the ratifications were exchanged. The Senate 
stmok out the fifth article, which nearly lost the 
ttealy, hnt the oonsul, Mr. Mattoon, aooepted all 
the provisions of the article (which related to pass- 
ports) as a police regulation. I am pleased to 
learn that the treaty is working admirably. Ships 
have already loaded for New York and San Fran- 
cisco, and a large quantity of American tonnage is 
employed in the trade between Siam and China. 
Many of the finest American clippers have traded 
in this manner at the Menam. 

Captain Foote has kindly permitted the purser 
to supply me with flour, butter, and pork from the 
ship's stores, I paying for them; and a great &.yor 
it is in two senses : ilrst, to be able to get them at 
all ; and, second, the price is only about half what 
they would have been at IIong-Kong. I cannot 
find words to express my thanks to Captain Foote 
and the officers of the Portsmouth &>r the generous 
manner in which they have divided their own pri- 
vate stores to help me in my distressed sitnation. 
Captain roote supplied me with a quarter box of 
superior tea, two jars of lard, and a bag of pre- 
pared hominy. From the ward-room I received 
half a dozen fine Virginia hams, and five smoked 
tongues. I had nothing to give them in return 
but barren thanks. 
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Saturday, September 12, 1867. Mr. Ueoaken 
finislied liis copying at four A. M., and having made 
up our mail, lie went on board the Portamouth at 
five A. M. The wind being light, the ship did not 

get clear off the south point until three P. M. 

The viait of the ship has thrown me into a state 
of intense exoitement, as may well be imagined; I 
hm not bad iliree boon of conseoatiYe sleep since 
tiie signal was fired annonnoing ber approaob. 

Thursday, September 25, 1857. At the Go- 
yosho this morning at eleven o'clock; the Gov- 
ernors informed me that they had received letters 
from Yedo relating to tiie President's letter. That 
after many anxious oonsoltations it was finally set- 
tled that I am to go to Yedo in the most honora- 
ble manner ; and after my arrival I am to have an 
audience of the Sh^gfttn,aml then present the letter 
of the President 1 1 

I expected tbat something would foUow this, — 
some objeefaonable proposition that I oould not 
accept, which would throw the responsibility of the 
non-delivery of the letter on me, but nothing of the 
kind occurred. They wished me to sgree to start 
and stop at certain hours and at certain places, 
saying that accommodations suitable for me could 
only be found at such places, etc. 

I informed them that I should be willing to agree 
to such hours as might prove best, and to stop where 
I could be best aeeommodated ; but I could not 
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biiid myself beforeliand to any hour or mazoh; that 
I mnBt not only be free m my action, but that the 

escort attending me must be under my command 
exclusively. That they would find me, as a reason- 
* able man, quite ready to adopt any proper sugges- 
. tlons on those points on the road, but I oould not 
be bound up to comply with their regnkitions be- 
fore I knew what might occur, etc., etc., to which 
they at once assented. 

The manner in which I am to salute the Shoguu 
is to be the same as in the courts of Europe, t. e., 
three bows. They made a &int request that I 
would prostrate myself and " knockbead,** but I 
told them the mentioning such a thing was offen- 
sive to me. The Governors informed me that 
Shinano no Kami was ordered, to Yedo for the 
purpose of assisting in the arrangements to be made 
for my visit. They said that a great deal was to be 
done in the way of preparation, and that it would 
probably require some two months to complete the 
arrangements. In the mean time, they will con- 
sult with me in preparing my retinue, etc., etc 

Monday, September 28, 1857. Shinano no 
Kami, with Moriyama Y^noskd, started yesterday 
for Yedo. The commissary of Shimoda came to- 
day to take orders for procuring the men I shall 
waut, and preparing their dresses. 

I shall not take any of my Chinese with me, as 
the Japanese have a great dislike to the Chinese, 
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and I do not wish to be asBodated in tbdr minds 
with tiie Chinese or any other people. I shall 

therefore only be accompanied by Mr. Heusken 
and my two Japanese house servants from my 
family. My own train will consist o£ some forty 
porters bearing my luggage, cooking utensils, bed- 
ding, etc, etc, and by the following, wbo will all 
baye the arms of the United States on their 
dresses, as the coat of arms is worn by the Japan- 
ese, i. e., 20 uorimono bearers, 1 sword; 12 guards, 
2 swords; 2 standard bearers, 2 swords; 2 shoe 
and fan bearers, 2 swords ; 2 grooms, 1 sword ; 2 
commanders of the foregoing. All except grooms 
and norimono bearers are to have silk dresses. 

I am to be attended by the vice-governor of Shi- 
moda, the Mayor of Kakizaki, the commissary of 
Shimoda, and by the private secretary of the Goy- 
emor. They will have together a iaU of some one 
hundred and fifty or more men, so that the whole 
train will form a body of not far from two hundred 
and fifty. 

Wednesday, September 80, 1857. My health is 
much improved. I attribute this to my improved 
diet, as I am now well supplied with delicate China 

pork, my sow having littered thirteen pigs on the 
5th of August last. I have no doubt that the 
agreeable termination of the vexed question of 
the reception of the Ftesident's letter has also 
been of great service to me, as it has removed an 
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imifiemw prasure from my mind. I cannot help 
hoping that I shall be able to do something sat- 
isfactory in the way of a commercial treaty before 
I leave Yedo. 

Sunday, October 4, 1857. My birthday ; I am 
fifty4hxee years old ; my lease is rapidly rmming 
to its dose ; God grant that the short remainder 
of it may be usefully and honorably employed. 
My health is better than it was a month ago, but 
far, very far, from being as good as it was this time 
last year. Shall I ever see New York and my dear 
Ameiioan friends again? Donbtful, bnt God's 
will be done, I can say truly and heartily. 

Saturday, October 17, 1857. I have selected a 
yariely of such things as I have that will probably 
beaooeptable as presents to the Shognn and the 
ministers at Yedo. They consist of champagne 
and sherry, wines, cordials, and cherry brandy, 
books of natural history richly illustrated, tele- 
scope, barometer, rich astral lamp, rich cut decan- 
ters, preserved fruits, etc. I am having these care- 
fully packed up, and the Japanese proye to be 
yeiy handy at such work. I haye been almost 
daily occupied in seeing to clothing, etc., preparing 
for my people. The coat of arms is very neatly 
done, and the motto, E pluribus unum,'' the 
eagle, arrows, and olive branch quite perfect. I 
am informed that the news of my visit has spread 
like wildfire over the country, and as they express 
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it, " Millions will go to Yedo to see the grand entfy 
of the Amcfrioaii Ambassador." They will call me 
ihat name instead of Plenipotentiary, as the former 
has the grandest sound in their ears. They tell 
me that printed accounts of me, illustrated by 
drawings, are circulated by thousands.^ These are 
not in the form of newspapers, but are analogous 
to the ^broad sheets and litde books'* that pre- 
ceded that mighty engine, the newspaper. 

Tuesday, October 20, 1857. At last, and four- 
teen months after my arrival in Japan, I have 
leoerred my letters and supplies ^m Hakodate 
from wldeh place lihey were conTeyed in a schooner 
to Tedo, and from thenee they were sent to me in 
a Japanese junk. Thank God for them. 

I received in all twenty-eight letters, but not 
one word from the Department of State about 
my treaty with Siam, or one word in answer to 
some of mine [to which] it was important to me to 
receive answers. All the letters from the Depart- 
ment were printed circulars except one, dated 
August, 1866, and relating to a debt contracted 
by two Americans, Beed and Doogheily, with the 
Japanese. 

1 These -were the nishiki-yd or " brocade pictures," drawn on 
and printed from wooden blocks, and gaily colored, being' zy- 
lographa. These pictures are nsoally made in three parts, 
wludi afe pasted together, making <nie piece. Tb»j have Iwen 
uaaauiSj maumivm during the war Itetweea J«pea tsad CSUm in 
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Saturday, October 24, 1857. I find that the 
President was strongly inclined to reward my ser- 
▼ioes In making a commercial treaty with Siam by 

removing me from my office of Consul-General at 
Japan. It appears that the treaty reached Wash- 
ington on the 17th of September, 1856, and on the 
same day the ^ New York Times " published what 
U sou? was the actual trealy. The President held 
that it was I, and I alone, who communicated it to 
the " Times," and was for my instant removal. This 
wag only prevented by the friendship of Governor 
Maiey, and the untiring labors of my kind friend 
General Wetmoie. The President appeared to 
think the best mode of proceeding would be to 
punish me first, and then call on me for my de- 
fense. This mode of procedure is quite common 
among oriental despots, but I am inclined to think 
tiiat the Western rule is to hold ereiy man innocent 
until he is proved to be guilty. Had the Presi- 
dent, in his ardent desire to punish the guilty, 
given orders to compare the publication in the 
» Times with the official copy in the State Depart- 
ment, he would at once have seen that the Times '* 
Tersion could not have emanated from me, nor 
from any one who had an opportunity of copying 
the treaty. 

Wednesday, October 28, 1857. Moriyama ap- 
peared at my house this morning, having just re- 
turned from Yedo. He brought a message from 



178 MB. BABBLSPS JOURNAL, 

Dewa no Kami, requesting to meet me at the 
Go-yoaho at noon to-day. Moriyama brouglit me a 
box oontaining files of the *^ Singapore Free Press/' 
lUuBtrated London News," and **Jtm Bode," 
which were forwarded to me from Nagasaki on the 
14th of August by Mr. H. Doiiker Curtius, by sea, 
and had (of course) passed by Shimoda and been 
taken to Yedo. Moriyama informed me that it 
was true that publications had been made ooncem- 
ing my visit, and added that the goYcmment had 
suppressed them, as they contained so mauy mis- 
statements. On going to the Go-yosho, D^wa no 
Kami showed me various gronnd-plans of the build- 
ing where my andienee was to take place, and ex- 
plained ihdr riews of the ceremonies to be had, 
etc. 

I accepted the whole programme, with one excep- 
tion. They proposed after my audience was over, 
and I had retired, tliat I should return to the 
Audience Chamber, not as the representative of 

the President, but in my private capacity ; that in- 
stead of proceeding to the place I formerly occu- 
pied, I should stop at the place where I made my 
first bow; that tiie Shogun would then address 
me, to which I was not to reply, but simply bow 
and retire. 

It struck me that there was some petty scheme 
of glorifying themselves at my expense in this 
proposition, and I ayoided it by saying that I could 
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Bot divest myself of my oharaoter of Plenipoten- 
tiaiy which had been eoof erred on me by the Pres- 
ident, and that so long as the Flresident pleased, I 

must maintain that character. 

They were evidently chagrined at this, and tried 
to persuade me to alter my decision, assuring me 
that it was meant as a personal honor to me, etc., 
etc. I replied that I was grateful for the inten- 
tion, and that if the Shugiui wished to see nie 
at a private audience I would cheerfully attend 
him, but that it must always be in my official 
oharaoter. 

To-day I am told that Shogun is not the proper 
appellation of their ruler, but that it is Tai-kun.* 
Shogun is literally generalissimo," while Tai-kun 
means great ruler." The genius of the people 
shines out in this. For more than a year I have 
spoken and written Shogun when referring to their 
ruler, and they never gave me any explanation ; 
but now, when I am on the eve of starting for 
Yedo, they give me the real word. 

My departure is fixed for Monday, November 

^ This term, now long obsolete in Japan, comes into view again 
in Korea, where the Tai (wen) kon or father of the king has been 

BO active in politics for a generation past. The t«nn Tai-kun 
(" Tycoon ") was first assumed by the Yedo ruler in dealing with 
the Koreans in the seventeenth century. The term Shogun or 
army commander is of very ancient use, though the first Tai 
Shogun or Great General who also exercised civil functions was 
Toritomot in 1192. 
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23. They proposed Friday, November 20, but 
as that would cause me to pass Sunday among the 

hills, I declined it and fixed on Monday, which 
will cause me to pass my Sunday at Kawasaki, a 
town about fifteen miles from Yedo, on the banks 
of the river that brought up Mr. Bittinger, chap- 
lain of the Susquehanna, when he made his dash 
at Yedo ill 1854.1 

Friday, October 30, 1867. To-day is the anni- 
versary of the first visit paid to me by the Gov- 
ernors of Shimoda, and according to appointment 
D^wa no Kami visited me, attended by one of the 
vice-governors, the Mayor or Prefect of Kakizaki, 
the commissary of Shimotla and his private secre- 
tary, besides a large train of officers, guards, etc., 
etc., but the above were all that were admitted into 
my private room. After an hour of pleasant chat, 
we sat down to a very good dinner provided in our 
st} le, and they did full honor to my cheer, both 
solids and fluids. 

As Boon as this was done, the dishes were re- 
moved, and I gave them a second one in Japan- 
ese style. Still they ate, but nature has its limits ; 
they did what they could, but fell far short of 
their first performance. They left me at five p. M., 
full of fun and good cheer. Their conduct at table 
would have passed in any society of New York, 
Paris, or London. 

^ Ferry's Narrcuive, p. 419. 
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An enormous umbrella has been added to the 
paraphernalia of my taU for Yedo. 

Saturday, October 31. I am truly grateful 
for improved health. I begin to recover a little of 
my lost flesh. 

Wednesday, NoTember 18. I have got eveiy- 
thing packed up and ready for my journey to Yedo, 
which is to begin on Monday next, the 23d. Visited 
the Prince of Dewa at Nakamura, to take leave of 
him before my setting out, according to Japanese 
oiiBtom. The Goyemor gave me a copy of a treaty 
made with the Dnteh in Jannaiy, 1856. It is only 
a recapitulation of the substance of the Dutch Con- 
vention of November, 1866, except that it withdraws 
the right of the Dutch to lease the grounds and 
buy the buildings at D^hima. 

Friday, November 20, 1857. Went to the Go- 
yosho at the special request of the GK>yemor, who 
gave me copies of additional articles made with 
the Dutch October 16, 1857, and with the Eus- 
nao8 on the 24th of the same month. The only 
points of importance in these articles are those 
contained in my Conyention of June 17. 
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CHAPTER XL 
THE TRIUMPHAL JOURNEY TO TEDO. 

Monday, Noyember 23. At eight this morning 

I start on my journey to Yedo. 

I went on horseback ; the morning was very fine, 
and the idea of the importance of mj jonrnej, and 
the snocess that had crowned my efforts to reach 
Tedo, gave me a fine flow of spirits. The Ameri* 
can flag was borne before me, and I felt an honest 
pride in displaying it in this hitherto secluded 
country. 

At Nakamnra, about one mile from my house, 
I joined the main cavalcade, and we started in the 

following order: My avant-courier was Kikuna, 
a military officer with a rank corresponding to cap- 
tain; he had his horse, and norimono, and the 
usual bearers and attendants, but before him went 
three lads, each bearing a wand of bamboo, with 
strips of paper attached to the top ; they cried out 
alternately, " Shi-ta-ni-iro ! " that is, "Sit down,** 

sit down ; " they kept some four hundred yards in 
advance, and their cry sounded quite musicaL 

Next to Kiknna came the American flag guarded 
by two of my guards. Then I came on horseback 
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with six guards ; next my norimono, with its twelve 
bearers, and their head man, bearers of my shoes, 
etc. ; then Mr. Heusken on horseback with two 
guards, then his norimono bearers, ete. Next fol- 
lowed a long retinue bearing packages containing 
my bedding, chairs, food, trunks, and packages 
containing presents ; my cook and his following. 

The vice-governor of Shimoda followed with his 
train, then the Mayor of Kakizaki, and lastly the 
private secretaty of the Governor of Shimoda. A 
Dutch interpreter was carried in a kago in Mr. 
Hensken's rear. The whole train numbered some 
three hundred and fifty persons. All the bearers 
of luggage, etc., etc., were changed every two ri, 
or about five miles, and I was glad to see that 
tliese men were all paid for their labor. 

My *' Standard Bearer " was clothed in a long 
kabi-ya, or gown made of brown and white calico 
of a particular pattern and open at the sides like 
a herald's coat, from the hip downward. My 
guards were clothed in silk dresses, and had the 
arms of the United States on the right and left 
breasts of their upper garment; each man wore 
two swords. 

The norimono of Japan appears to have been 
made after the model of the iron cages said to have 
been invented by Cardinal Balue, in the reign of 

Louis XI. of France. They are so low that you 
canned stand upright in them, and so short that 
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jon cannot lie down at full length. To one who 
has not been aocustomed to sit with his legs folded 

under him, and the whole weight of his body press- 
ing on his heels, the posture is more painful than 
can be easily imagined. I preyionsly had a nori- 
mono made for me, whieh was six and a half feet 
long, like a palanquin of India, which enabled me 
to avoid the tortures of the Japanese norimono. 

The packages containing my bedding, clothing, 
etc, were covered with black cotton doth with 
the arms of the United States neatly put on them. 
The other packages were nicely put up, and had 
a little pennon with the United States arms flying 
from a short bamboo, which was placed upright on 
each package. 

My norimono bearers were dreBsed in dark blue, 
with the arms of the United States on the back ; 
these were picked men, twelve for me and eight 
for Mr. Heusken, and very tall for Japanese. 

My men wore a peculiar ornament, which is pro- 
hibited to any below the bearers of princes. It is 
made of cotton doth, gammed very stiffly, and 
folded back and forth in folds about three inches 
wide. It is about thirty inches long, and has one 
end stuck in the girdle at an angle below the right 
shoulder, with the upper end projecting a Utile 
beyond the right side of the body ; across the 
upper end two white strips run diagonally across 
all the folds. • 
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The motion of the body causes the folds to 
open and close, something like the action of a 
fan, and is considered as being very beantifiiil by 

the Japanese. 

My route to-day was only fifteen miles. It con< 
tinned along the river of Shimoda, the ground 
gradually rising, and the river diminishing to 
a mere thread of water, until we crossed a hill some 
four hundred feet high which separates the water- 
shed of Shimoda from the valley of Nashimoto. 
Our midday halt was at MitsuknrL The last part 
of the ride gave us the sight of some noble eypress 
and camphor trees ; one of the latter was of enor- 
mous bulk, and the Japanese said it was many hun- 
dred years old. Nashimoto is a small village of 
about one hundred houses, very prettily situated. 
My quarters for the night were in a temple which 
odnunanded a most beautiful view of the hills and 
valley, and of the village which lay some one hun- 
dred and fifty feet abruptly below us. 

I have remarked, that throughout the Catholic 
and Pagan world the most picturesque positions 
are always selected for churches and temples. 
I found that much attention had been paid to the 
path, for it cannot be called a road, over which 
I passed to-day. Bridges had been built over every 
stream, the pathway mended, and all the bushes 
cut away so as to leave the path dear. At the 
temple I found that a bathroom had been built 
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for iny special use, and every attention paid to my 
o(Wifort* 

Tuesday, November 24. Started at eight a. m. 
Oar route was over tlie mountain Amagi,^ wbicli 
is some thirty-five hundred feet above the level 
of the sea. The path was very diiUcult; so much 
8o that I was compelled to leave my horse and 
enter my norimono, and it was no easy matter 
to carry that, even with eight men bearing it, as 
the road was sometimes at an angle of 35°, while 
the zigzags were some of them not so long as the 
pole or beam of my norimono, which is twenty-two 
feet long. Amagi is clothed with noble trees, con- 
sisting of cypress, pine, camphor, and others of the 
laurel family, besides many of whose names I am 
ignorant. The orchidea were numerous, and offer 
a rich harvest to the experienced botanist. We 
halted on the top of Amagi, whence we had a fine 
view of Shimoda, Oshima and its volcano, with the 
Bay of Suruga, the Gulf of Yedo, etc., etc. The 
descent is not quite so abrupt as the ascent was, 
and about two thirds of the way down I mounted 
my horse once more. As I descended, the valley 
opened and gave some beautiful views. On the 
south side of Amagi I saw a very pretty cascade. 
Passing through a village, I saw some camellias 

1 Amagi SaB or Ytmali 4700 feet high, and has given Ha naan 
to one of ihe waxdupa in the Imperial Navy that waa in the bat- 
tle off the Tain BiTor, September 17, 1804. 
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whioh were already in full bloom, both white and 
red, but the flowers were all single. 

Passinj^ through the village of Yu-ga-shima to go 
to my quarters at a temple, I turned to the right 
from the road, and in a few moments I bad mj 
first view of the mountain Foji-Yama. It is 
grand beyond deseription ; viewed from this place, 
the mountain is entirely isolated, and appears to 
shoot up in a perfect and glorious cone, some ten 
thousand feet high, while its actual height is esoig- 
gerated by the absence of any neighboring hills by 
which to contrast its altitude. It was covered with 
snow, and in the bright sun, about four p. M., it 
appeared like frosted silver. In its majestic soli- 
tude it appeared even more striking to me than the 
celebrated Dwhalgiri of the Himalayas, which I 
saw in January, 1855. I found the temple at 
Yu-ga-shima prepared for me in the same manner 
as that at Nashimoto. 

Wednesday, November 25, 1857. Left Yu-ga- 
shima at eight a. m., and as our road lay over a 
plain, I mounted on horseback. As I proceeded, 
the plain widened until, in many places, it was 
three miles across it. The scene was very pleas- 
ing. The plain was covered with a heavy crop of 
rice, of which the harvest had just commenced, and 
it reminded me of the golden wheatfields of old 
Ontario. The houses of the people, the mode of 
cultivation, the dress of the people, and all minor 
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partienlan were exactly like Shimoda. We halted 
at noon at a hamlet called Ogiao; and when I 
mounted my hone I passed on in company with 

Kikuna and Mr. Heusken more rapidly than my 
attendants could do ; ^ this brought me to the town 
of Mishima at three p. m. This town is on the 
Tokaido, or great xoad of Japan, and is the route 
traveled by the Dutch when they go to Yedo. I 
may here remark that the Dutch have not been to 
Yedo for the last ten years, their tribute having 
been delivered at Nagasaki to the Japanese. 

The Dutch thua avoided the great expense of 
the journey ; but this has not relieved them from 
the presents they made on the occasion of those 
visits, as they are regularly demanded and given 
at NagasakL 

Mishima contains about nine hundred houses, 
and the description of it by Elaempf er in 1696, after 
making due allowance for high coloring, will apply 
to it now. It had a fine temple, situated in a fine 
square, and surrounded by noble trees, but it was 
totally destroyed by the great earthquakes of De- 
cember, 1855. I went to see its ruins, and in my 
walk I was surprised at the numbers of the people, 
which were apparently far more numerous than the 

^ One of the villages passed through by Mr. Harris WM that of 
fio-jS, where originated the famous family of the same name. At 
Kamakura, during: the thirteenth and early part of the fourteenth 
century, they ruled Japan as Keg-ents in the Muneof the Poppet 
Shoguns." M, E, chapters ziv. and xt. 
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whole population of the place. On asking for an 
explanation, I was told that the time of niy arrival 
was known many days ago, and that all those 
who eould piocme permission had come to Mi- 
shima to see me, and that some had omne more 
than one hundred miles. The people were 'per- 
fectly well behaved, no crowding on me, no shout- 
ing or noise of any kind. As I passed, all knelt 
and cast their eyes down as though they were not 
worthy even to look at me ; only those ol a certain 
rank were allowed to salute me, which was done by 

knocking head " or bringing the forehead actually 
to the ground. 

Thursday, November 26, 1857. As our march 
to^lay is a weaiy one, I start at half past seven. I 
stop in the saburbs to vbit a temple. It is ap- 
proached by a noble flight of eighty-five stone steps. 
There was nothing to mark the difference between 
this and a Chinese Buddhist temple except that the 
Japanese afi&iir was less gaudy and much deaner 
than its Chinese fellow. 

We were now on the great road of Japan ; it is 
from tliirty to forty feet wide, and is bordered by 
very noble cypress, pine, fir, and camphor trees. 
Many of the cypresses are of eztraordinaiy size. 
The typhoon of September 22, 1856, made sad 
ravages among these fine trees. I found marks of 
its effects ahnost every hundred yards. We soon 
began to ascend the spurs of llakon^ ; the road up 



190 



MR, BABBIS'S JOURNAL, 



the mountain is paved with flat stones, and from the 
total absence of wheel carriages, or of horses that are 
shod with iron, the stones are quite polished, and 
80 slippery that it is dangerous riding a horse over 
iihem. The ascent is had, hut not so vile as that 
over Mount Amagi. Near the top of the mountain 
I was taken to a temple built by lyeyasu, the 
founder of the present dynasty of Tai-kuns. From 
the top of Hakon^ we had a fine view of the city 
and Bay of Suruga. Fuji-Yama was quite near, 
and altogether a different affair from the glorious 
view at Yu-ga-shima. 

A short distance on the north side of Hakone, 
and ahout one ndle from the top, stands the village 
of that name. Here is the oelehrated pass into the 
Tedo district, and a rigid search is made of every 
norimono, and each person is examined as to his 
passport. Here the vice-governor of Shimoda, 
after a vast deal of circumlocution, informed me 
that when the great Princes of the Empire passed 
here, the door of the norimono was opened, and an 
officer looked into it without stopping the bearers ; 
that it was a mere ceremony, but the ancient laws 
required it, etc., etc. I replied that as I was 
not a Japanese suhject, and being, as I vms, the 
diplomatic representative of tiie United States, I 
was free from any such search ; that they knew what 
was in my norimono, and could inform the officers 
at the pass that there was nothing forbidden in it. 
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The vioe-goyemor tried for some time to change 
my determiBation, and at last proposed that I 

slioukl ride through on horseback, and then permit 
the search of the empty norimono. I decidedly 
declined this, telling him that it yns the search 
under any form that I objected to. He then said 
that we mnst stop until he conld send to Tedo for 
instructions, which woukl only take five days. I 
told hira I should not wait five days nor five hours ; 
that if the search was insisted on, I should at 
once return to Shimoda. The poor yice-gOYcmor 
was in great tribnlation, and finally went to the 
guard-house, and after a delay of two hours re- 
turned witli word that it was all settled, and that 
I should pass unmolested. 

Owing to the loss of time, I did not reach Oda- 
wara^ until long after dark, but I was not sorry 
for the delay, as the effect of my train with an im- 
mense number of flambeaus, made from bamboo, 
presented a curious and novel appearance, as it 
wound and turned in the descents of the mountain, 
making a figiuie like the tail of an imaginary fieiy 
dragon. Beyond the walls of the town I was met 
by the officials with an army of lanterns of all 
imaginable sizes, shapes, and colors, all decorated 
with the arms of the owners. 

^ Tlie seat of the powerful second Ho-jo family which ruled 
Eastern Japan in the days of the Ashikaga Shoguna. Chamber- 
lain's Hand-Bock for Japan, p. 08. 
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It was 80 late when I aniyed that I could not 
see mnoh of the town. I was told it contains 

seven hundred houses, while Kaempfer gave it one 
thousand in 1696. If his account was correct, the 
town has lost three tenths of its houses during the 
last one hundied and sixty yean,^ 

I should here remark that the principality of 
Idzn ends at Mishitna. Idzu, in which Shimoda 
is situated, is one of the poorest })roviiices of the 
empire. It is so mountainous that only a very 
small portion of it can be cultivated^ aud it has no 
resources to support any large population. It has 
no town of ten thousand inhabitants, and the moun- 
tain Amag-i cuts off the rest of the world from it, 
except by a painful and troublesome journey over 
it. The Japanese showed their astuteness in get- 
ting Commodore Perry to accept Shimoda for the 
Americans, as they were completely isolated by 
land, and they could easily keep away any undue 
number of Japanese craft. In fact, since I have 
been at Shimoda I have never seen one hundred 
and fifty vessels at one time in that harbor ; while 
the Japanese assured me that a short time before 
ray arrival it was not unusual to see from three to 
four hundred vessels at a time, and that during 
a gale of some days seven hundred vessels had been 
there at one time. 

Friday, November 27. Left Odawara at half 

1 The town now contains 14,000 inhabitants. 
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|Mi8t eight, and at noon halted at Oiso.^ We were 
ferried oyer the river Banriugawa, which is now 

some two hundred yards wide, but in the rains of 
May and June it is over one nnle wide.^ The land 
on either side is a mere bed of sand, and the river 
18 filled with quicksands. These sands, and the 
great width of the river daring the floods, joined 
to the very low banks, render the bridging of the 
stream xery difficult. This river with the broad 
sands and low banks reminded me of the river 
Sone in India. 

Beached Fn jisawa ^ at six P. x. From Odawara 
to Fujisawa it is almost one continuous village, 
as the hamlets are only separated a few hundred 
yards from each other. Kaempfer speaks of the 
orowds of travelers, priests, pilgrims, nuns, and 
beggars which thronged the Tokaido when he was 
in Japan. Nothing of the kind was seen by me. 
T have not as yet seen a dozen travelers on the 
road, nor met any of the great trains tliat attend 
the princes when they travel. In the towns and 
villages the shops are all dosed except the cook 
shops. The people are collected in large numbers 
in front of their houses, and are silent and motion- 

^ (Km> wm mm fanumi in Yoritoiiio's dayt in the twdifiii otn* 
tnj than now, though the vntinly modem Japaoeee praotioe of 
■e»-bAthing gives it new in^ortanoe. Neeainui died here Jan* 

vary 23, 1890. 

^ Banrin gives its name to an Imperial ironclad warship. 

* FamoQii for itt monaatary, temple, legend*. S, <utd H. p. 62. 
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less as I pass. The authorities of each village oon- 
duot me to the bounds of their village, where they 
are relieved by those of the next. They salute me 

on leaving by a prostration, which is also made by 
my new conductors. The road has not only been 
repaired and put in order for my reception, but it 
is actually sw^t only a few hours before I pass 
over it. The cross roads and paths leading to the 
Tokaido are closed by ropes stretched across them. 
At the entrance of each villa<^e small cones formed 
of earth are erected, each having a small green 
sprig in the top of it. This is in honor of me. It 
reminds me of the Shiva Lingas '* ^ of India. 

All the people I see are clad in their holiday cos- 
tume, but as noted at Mishima it is only those of 
rank that salute me. All below that rank kneel 
and avert their eyes from me. At each place 
wheie I halt, the front of the house is decorated 
with long cloths festooned over the gates and 
doors, and of the Imperial colors, i, e., black and 
white stripes, and a stake is always found placed 
to which my flag-staff can be attached. 

As I mounted my horse after being ferried over 
the Banriugawa, my vicious brute of a horse both 
bit and kicked me. The little finger of my left 

^ Aldiongh in his SUun journal Mr. Harris refers to the phallio 
emblems seen by him near Bangkok, he does not seem to have 
noticed any in Japan, where tlif woi-sliip of the plialliis or ling-ara 
was once qniti- g-enenil. being' or^aiiually a part of bhinto or the 
indigenons faith. iSee The Religions oj Japan* 
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liand was very painful, and I ordered some leeches 
to be applied. The doctor approached with great 
trepidation, while large drops of perspiration stood 
on his forehead. I asked what ailed him. He 
said that he neYer approached any person of such 
exalted rank before, and he was terrified at the 
idea of drawing blood from me. He was told to 
forget all about rank, and to apply his remedy as 
quickly as possible.^ The leeches are very small, 
and of course are not very efficient. Excellent 
leeches are found in every part of the tropical 
East. A tank like those of Pulo Penang would 
be a pretty fortune to a man if he had it in New 
York. I have known the bites of those leeches to 
bleed for twenty-four hours. 

The doctors of Japan are of two classes, the one 
following the European mode so far as they under- 
stand it ; the other continues the old Chinese prac- 
tice. Their medicines are generally of a simple 
kind. No violent chemicals are used, and cakunel 
ig unknown. Bhubarb and gentian are their in- 
ternal remedies, while the moxa or cautery, with 
scarification, is applied externally in local inflam- 
mations, rheumatism, etc. Topical bleeding by 
leeching and cupping is also used. Yaccme matter 
was introduced by the Dutch a few years ago. 

1 A Btndy of the leeches of Japan has been made by Mr. G. O. 
Whitman, of Milwaukee, formerly Professor of Biology in JapaOf 
in the Quarterly Journal of Microtcopj/, London. 
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I WM informed that aboot one tenth of the popnU- 
tkm ha^e been YBCoinated. They do not inooalate 

the small-pox. Still the ignorance of the Japan- 
ese of the true mode of treating the diseases of 
children, in particular, is shown in the frightful 
statement made tome by the Prince of Shiano^ that» 
out of one hnndred children bom, no more than 
thirty reach the age of twenty years. My sur- 
geon, having finished his lahor, retired a proud and 
happy man : happy that he had pleased me, and 
proud that he had been called on to attend apei^ 
son occupying my position.^ 

Saturday, November 28, 1867. Left Fujisawa 
at seven A. M. The road is very pleasant as the 
plain gradually widens as we approach Yedo. The 
Tokaido from Odawara runs quite near the ahore, 
except where it croaaeB the peninsula of Sagami. 
See many marks of the typhoon of September, 
1856, along the road. Fuji-Yama begins to im- 
prove in appearance as we recede from it. The 

^ To the dooton, man than to any one cUun, is Japan indebted 
for her modem renaacenoe. The new oiTiHzation may be sud to 
rest npon medical idenoe. Long before Pany^s anital Uie phy- 
aeians taoglit by the Dntdh at Nagasaki, and scattered all over 
country, began the creation of the public ofnnion which wel- 
comed Western ideas. See the Religions of Jegpan, chapter rii. 
In 1891 there were 579 hospitals, 42,348 physicians (mostly prao- 
ticing according to European science), 33, BoU nurses and niifUvives, 
270() pharmacists, 11,849 druggists, besides excellt'tit schools of 
pbarniac y and medicine. Small-pox is nearly eradicated, and the 
proportion of infants reared is vastly greater than in 1857. 
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Tillages are larger and more doBely oonneoted than 
on jestorday's route. The people, all in holiday 

costume, are kneeling oii mats in front of their 
houses as I pass. 

At noon, stop at Kanagawa, at a pretty honjin 
plaoed at the water side. This is an interestiiig 
spot to me, as it was the scene of C<nnmodoTe 
Perry's negotiations. From my house I look 
across the bay to Yokohama, the place where liis 
fleet was anchored. I was much surprised by the 
sight of three ships of European build and rig, 
vhidh with two sohooners were lying about midway 
between Kanagawa and Yokohama. These ships 
have been purchased from the Dutch by the Japan- 
ese, as the beginning of a navy. To the North- 
east from Kanagawa I saw fiie steamer which the 
Dutch presented to the Japanese. 

Kanagawa has the air of a flourishing town, and 
has much increased since Kaempfer described it. 
It is the nearest harbor to Yedo, and must become 
a place of great importance whenever Yedo shall 
be opened to foreign oommense.^ I left Ejuiagawa 
with regret, and pursued my road to Kawasaki' 

* Population of Kanagawa in 1889, 11,345. Of Yokohama 
in 1802, 143,7^ ; of the £mpii« of Japan December 31, 18»3, 

41,380,205. 

^ Mr. Harris pasned over the road later made famous by the 
attack on Mr. Richardson (to whom the Japanese haTe evected 
« HMnummit) by the daaamen of Satenma, and tiie at(»7 of tiba 
Japaaeae Rip Van WinUa, Uxaaliiiu Tuo. Saa CfliaaibezlaiB'a 
Hand-Boekfutr Japan* 
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where I shall pass Sunday. Ever since I have 
been in this ooontiy I have lefuBed to transaet 
any business on that day, or even to reoeive 

a message from the Japanese. They now fully 
understand my motives, and they respect me for 
them. 

The village authorities are now preceded by a 
body of policemen, each bearing an iron rod some 
half an inch thick and six feet long. Four or five 
iron rings are attached by eyes to the top of the 
rod, which make a loud jingling noise as the foot 
of the rod is struck on the ground by the police- 
man at each two or three steps. They alternate 
tiie ^e of striking the rod on the ground by a 
regular measure ; and this, with the different 
tones of the rings, makes a species of music. 

The number of people seen increases. They are 
all fat, well clad, and happy looking, but there is 
an equal absence of any appearance of wealth or 
of poverty, — a state of things that may perhaps 
constitute the real happiness of a people ; I some- 
times doubt whether the opening of Japan to for^ 
eign influences will promote the general happineas 
of this people.^ It is more like the golden age 

1 Whatevvr be the laeti m to "happmeM," it It eertain tint 
Jepen'e imereeae in aetnal vealth, popiilatioii, end popular xighte 
and pnrilegea, anee the introdnotion of the Ideas and methods of 
ChnstMidoni, is amaAy. T%e Biimni SUUitHque <b VEwjpin du 
Japan ^blished annoally in TSkio bj tiie Lnperial Cabinet) lor 
1884 shows this moot eloquently. 
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of stmplicity and honesty than I haTe ever seen 
in any other country. Seonrity for person and 

property, universal fru<^ality and contentment, 
seem to be the apparent condition of Japan at 
present. 

Sunday, November 29, 1857. The first Sunday 
in Advent. I read the whole service for tiiis day 

with Mr. Heusken as my clerk and congregation. 
I experienced some peculiar feelings on this occa- 
sion. It was beyond doubt the first time that ever 
a Christian service on the Sabbath was read audi- 
bly in this place, which is only thirteen miles from 
Yedo, and this, too, while the law punishing such 
an act with death is still in force. 

I now learn beyond doubt that the solitude of 
the great road is caused by positive orders issued 
by the government, prohibiting any travel over the 
road during my journey ; and as my route for eacb 
day was fixed some time before, they could make 
their arrangements, and by my punctuality the 
stoppage of traffic was only for one day on each 
day's route. 

Monday, November 30, 1857. To-day I am to 
enter Yedo. It will form an important ejweh in 
my life, and a still more important one in the his- 
tory of Japan. I am the first diplomatic represen- 
tative that has ever been received in this dty, and 
whether I succeed or fail in my intended negotia- 
tions, it is a great fact that will always remain, 
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ahowing that at last I have forced thia Bingiilar 
people to acknowledge the nghU of embassy, I 
feel no little pride, too, in carrying the American 

flag through that part of Japan between the ex- 
tremity of Cape Idzu and into the very castle of 
the city of Yedo. 

I left Kawasaki a litde before eig^t A. H. and 
was ferried over the river Bokngo/ which even 
now is both broad and deep. I proceeded to-day, 
after much deliberation, in my norimono. My wish 
was to go into Yedo on horseback, and the vice- 
govemor eagerly enconxaged that idea. This eX' 
cited my suspieiont and after much difficulty I 
discovered that none but the ^ daimiSs or princes 
of the highest rank can enter Yedo in their no- 
limonos ; all below that rank enter the city on 
horseback or on foot. This faot» coupled with the 
Japanese idea of seclusion and respeotabilily being 
equivalent terms, determined me veiy leluetaiitly 
to proceed in my norimono. 

The distance from Kawasaki to Shinagawa is 
seven and a half English miles, and the houses 
form almost a continuous street the whole way. 

At Shinagawa our procession was re-formed ; Ihe 
vice-governor now led the way, and all my coolies, 
etc., were kept in line, and the whole cavalcade 
was nearly half a mile long. They proceeded with 
a slow and stately step along an unpaved street, 

^ Spanned siiio« 1876 by iron bridges. 
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some forty to fifty feet wide, and bordered with 
wooden houses, none more than two stories high 
and mostly ooveied wilih tiles. £v6ry Japanese 
town is divided into streets of one hundred and 
twenty yards long, and this district is responsible 
for the conduct of all in it. It has a captain called 
the 0-tono,'' and he has policemen under him. 
From Shinagawa, I found that these divisions 
were marked in an unmistakable manner: a strong 
stockade is erected each one hundred and twenty 
yards across the street, and has a pair of wide and 
strong gates. These gates are shut at a certain hour 
in the evening, and a wicket of some two feet square 
is opened for the passage of those who have the 
right to pass after the dosing of the main gates. 
At many places in Yedo this stockade is double ; 
that is, a second one is erected some fifteen yards 
distant from the regular one. When both the 
stockades are closed it makes quite a strong defense 
against anything but aitillery, and is admirably 
calculated to stop the advance of a mob, or to 
secure the arrest of criminals. Again, Yedo has 
between eight and nine thousand of these streets, 
so that after a certain hour, it is out up into 
that number of little forts. From Shinagawa, 
the people no longer knelt, nor did they avert 
their eyes. 

The authorities made their prostrations as be- 
fore, but the people remained standing. As the 
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authorities were changed every one hundred and 

twenty yards, there was a constant " knocking of 
heads." A large proportion of the assemblage 
wore two flwords, showing they were of some rank, 
and almost all had on the kami-ahimo^ or dress of 
ceremony. The number admitted into the streets 
through which I passed formed a rank of five deep 
on each side of the way ; every cross street had 
its stockade closed to prevent too great a crowds 
and as I looked up and down those streets they 
seemed a solid mass of men and women. The 
most perfect order was maintained from Shina- 
gawa to my lodgings, a distance of over seven 
miles. Not a shout or cry was heard ; the silence 
of such a vast multitude had something appalling 
In it. Lord Byron called a silent woman detp' 
ing thunder,^ 

I calculated the number of persons that lined 
the street from Sliinagawa to my residence at one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand. I called the 
distance seven miles, that each person ooonpied two 
feet of front in his lines, and that the lin^ were 
five deep on each side of the way. This calcula- 
tion excludes all those who were in the cross 
streets or on the tops of. the houses. In front of 
the lines of the spectators stood men about ten feet 
apart, each armed with a long white stave like a 
marshal's staff in the courts of New York. These 
men wore clothes of various colors, some green, 
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some bine, black, gray, etc, while the coats of 
arms were so various that it easily appeared that 

they were the retainers of persons of rank, who 
*^kept the ground" in the vicinity of their resi- 
dences. 

The people all appeared dean, well dad, and 
well fed. Indeed, I have never seen a ease of 

squalid misery since I have been in Japan. A 
large number of officers of police attended the pro- 
cession. In addition to his two swords, each one 
bore an iron trmicheon about two feet long and 
one inch in diameter, a savage and dangerous 
weapon in the hands of a passionate or violent 
man ; but there was no use for them, nor any ap- 
parent need of the constant cry of Satu I Satu I 
^*Keep back! Keep back!" which was shouted 
forth by the street-keepers. 

In this manner I went on, passing over seven 
bridges j the fifth was the Nippon Bashi, or bridge 
of Japan. It is from this bridge that ail dis- 
tances ore reckoned in this country. After pass- 
ing the bridge some few hundred yards, we went 
in a nearly N. N. W. direction, and after a 
while we reached a broad moat, on the opposite 
side of which rose a stone wall, varying from 
twenty to forty feet high, according to the make 
of the ground. The road followed this ditch 
for more than a mile, when my bearers started on 
a full run, rushed through a gateway, across a 
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oomt, and ended by bearing me into tbe bouse. 

This was doing the matter in the most honorable 
Japanese manner. Mr. Heusken had to leave his 
norimono at the outer <^ate. 

As I got ont of mine, I was wannly welcomed by 
my old friend ilie Prince of Sbinano, who con- 
ducted me to my rooms, and pointed out the ar- 
rangements made for my comfort. It will sound 
queerly when I say that these consisted of a bed- 
stead, some chairs and tables, though the Japanese 
never nse one ol the articles. Their rooms are 
destitute of a sin^e article that we wonld call 
furniture. The universal mat serves as cliair, 
couch, table, and bed. Their food is served on 
stands or trays from three to ten inches high, and 
is contained chiefly in wooden bowls, Licquered. 
Porcelain is only used for drinking tea and sak^ 
from. 

The bath-room was close to my sleeping apart- 
ment. I had set apart for my special nse a bed- 
room, sitting-room, and dining-room. "Utt, Hens- 
ken's rooms adjoined mine, and consisted of a bed 
and sitting room. In addition to this I was shown 
my reception-rooms, which could be increased to 
any size by merely remoying the slidizig doors. In 
fact, ewy Japanese house may in a short time be 
converted into a single room by this simple and 
expeditious process. 

The building is very large. It is government 
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properly, and was formerly used as a college.^ It 
is situated within wbat is oalled **The Castle;*' 

that is, it is the outer one of four circles, rather 
irregular ones, the centre one of which is the resi- 
dence of the Tai-kuD. My house stretches to the 
road that runs along the diteh, and on the opposite 
side it fronts on a wide street. From my rooms I 
see the stone wall before mentioned and the build- 
ings occupied by two of the brothers of the Tai-kun. 
It is the Court " part of the city, and none but 
persons of rank reside in it. 

This over, the Prince informed me that the gov* 
emment bad been in a fever of anxiety all day for 
fear of some accident ; that the people were wild 
with curiosity to see my entry, and that had the 
goyemment not used the most striogent measures, 
the people would have rushed to Yedo *'by mil- 
lions** (those are his numbers) to see me; and 
finally, that all of the inner gates of the city had 
been closed ever since the previous night to keep 

1 Li dus stniotare, origiiially the " Office for llie Examination 
ti Barbarian Booka,'* t. from Ennope and America, lay the 
germ of the ptcacnt magnificent Imperial University of Tokio, 
witli its colleg«a and faculties of Law, Medicine, Eng^ineering, 
literature, Science, and Agriculture, the caleudar of wliich for 
1893-94 shows a grand total of 1396 students and 505 living; grad- 
nates. The edifice in which Mr. Harris Itnig-ed was on the west 
side of the old Kai-S^i-Jo inclosure near the Kudan, fronting the 
Castle moat, and not far from the Shimidzu gate. Significantly, 
coming from bhimodu (low field), the district in Yedo where he 
lived was named Kanda (high or divine field). 
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wmj the crowd, and tihus prevent aooidents ; that 
thej were all mneh rejoiced at my safe arrival, etc 

He then informed me that as I came as the 
representative of so great a nation, the govern- 
ment had appointed eight persons of distinguished 
rank as Commissioners of the voyage of the 
American Ambassador to Yedo." I did not ex- 
actly understand wliat was meant by this move. I 
was assured that it was solely in honor of me, and 
that nothing connected with their duties could give 
me any nmbrage, etc., etc. I told him that with this 
explanation I had no objection to make at present. 

The Prince then gave me a list of the oommis- 
sioners, which was as follows : — 

No. 1, Toke, Prince ^ of Tamba. 

2, Hayashi, Prince of Daigaku. 
^ 8, Tsutsa, Prince of Hizen. 
*^ 4, Ejiwas^, Prince of Saiy^mo. 
*• 6, Inouy^, Prince of Shinano. 

6, Uyedono, Mim-bu Shoyu. 

7, Nagai, Prince of Gemba. 
M 8, Tsnkagoshi, Tosuk^. 

1 The word Kami, here tranalated " Prince," means lord, ruler, 
rector. Hayashi was one of the reg-enta of the University or 
Daigaku. None of the daiinios were princes " in any real sense 
of tlie woxd, tiiat teem being properly reaerved to sons of the 
Empenor. FnrllMr, vary few of tlie ddmioB weto of aMxjpemmal 
importaaoftt tiie power whidi fhey wore sappoied to widd Itaag 
in reality lieilid and med by able men of low rank, wbo made the 
public oprnkm of the olaa of which the arerag^ daimiS wae the 
fljfimhead* 
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Numbers 2 and 6 were oommissioners with Com- 
modore Peny at Kanagawa in 1854. 

I was then informed that the next morning an 
ambassador from the Tai-kiin would wait on me to 
congratulate me on my arrival, etc., etc. 

TJie Prince of Shinano having been informed 
by me that my first official step after my arrival # 
would be to write to Hotta, Prince of Bitchiu, in 
forming him of my arrival at Yedo, that I was the 
bearer of a letter from the President of the United 
States to his Majesty the Tai-kun, and asking when 
I could have an audience of his Majesty for the 
purpose of delivering that letter, etc., etc., he now 
asked if I could send that letter by him at once. 
As the letter had been previously prepared at Shi- 
moda, and only required to be dated and sealed, 
that matter was soon dispatched* A sumptuoiui 
repast after the Japanese fasluon was now served 
to me and Mr. Pleusken. Mr. Heusken's stands 
or trays were four inches high ; the trays for my 
use were ten inches high. 

After dinner was over, I told the Prince that ib 
was my wish to pay all the expenses of my table, 
etc., etc., and that such was the fashion of all parts 
of the world. That otherwise 1 should not feel at 
liberty to order such articles of food as best suited 
me; that it would be a pdnt of delicacy to eat 
whatever was sent without making any remarks, 
etc., etc. He replied tiiat I could uot be permitted 
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to pay for anything sent to me, but he thought 
there would not be any objection to my people bay* 

ing anything I might wish to have prepared by my 
cook that I had brought from Shiinoda. This was 
just what I wished, and gave me full satisfaction. 
At last the Prince left me to repose after the 
fatigne and extntement of this (to me imporbuit 
and OYentf cd) day.^ 

1 W]iiIetlMHion.JolmA.Biiiglian,«f OUo^wMlliiik^ 
Uiilted States in TSldS, In nMi om of Ae old olliMm «f dia 
Baiksfd, w]io(xniuiuiiiioatedftT«i7||]MM iSMteoep- 
tion of lb. HAnis in Yedo, the lovte tWT«]ed» the i»«iMUWtiorai 
dstailR, etc See Foreiffn BdatUma ^ Urn UaW Btataafar 1819- 
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thb amebigah enyot^s audusncb of the 

shOouk. 

Tuesday, December 1, 1857. The Commis- 
sioners " of my voyage to Yedo paid me a viait of 
oexemony ibis morning. Thdr Tarioos retinues 

amounted in the aggregate to some hmidreds ; each 
one had his pikes, or ensigns of his dignity, borne 
before him, and led horses followed his norimono. 
The oaporisons of the horses bore theooats of arms 
of their noble owners. Among others, each follow- 
ing had fan bearers, slipper bearers, oane bearers, 
etc., etc. Each one had his kami-shimo, or dress of 
ceremony, brought with him in neat lacquered 
boxes, and his portfolio was neatly wrapped up in 
silk and slung overtihe htask of a partienlar bearer. 

After they arnTed, they went at onoe to rooms 
where they put on their kami-shimos, and then they 
proceeded to the audience chamber. As soon as they 
were ready I was infonned, and I also went there, 
attended by Mr. Hensken, the Prince of Shinano, 
and a long following of Japanese. 

On my entry, I found them drawn up in a line 
and standing. I took my place in front, and then 
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we exchanged profound bows. Tok^, Prince of 
Tamba, was their spokesman. He began by say- 
ing that to do proper honor to me as the representa- 
tive of a great nation, his Majesty the Tai-kuu had 
sent them to oongratulate me on my arriYal at 
Yedo» and to inquire after my health. To this he 
added the personal respect of himself and of his 
colleagues. I made a suitable reply, and then each 
of the Commissioners was separately presented to 
me. 

As Hayashi, Prince of Daigakn, and Uy^dono 
Mim-bn Shoyu were presented, I was told that 
they were among the Commissioners who negotiated 
with Commodore Perry at Kanagawa. The Prince 
of Hizen assisted in making the Bussian treaty. 

As soon as these particukr presentations were over, 
I told them that I was happy to become aoqnainted 
with persons of their distinguished merit, and that 
I hoped our intercourse would prove mutually 
agreeable. They returned this compliment. Then 
followed more stately bows, and I retired, attended 
as on my entry. The Commissioners are rather 
intelligent-looking men taken together, while some 
of them bear faces that are capital introductions to 
your respect. 

The Prince of Shinano informed me that the 
arrival of the Ambassador " of the Tai-knn was 
delayed by the wish of his Majesty to examine per- 
sonally the present which by the laws of etiquette 
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of Japan was to be presented to me by the Tai- 
kiiii, and he then added that after it had been ex* 
amined in the palace, it had to be taken to the 
Grreat Council for liheir examination. In answer 
to my inquiries, I was told that the Tai-kun cannot 
make or receive tlic smallest presents until they 
haTe been examined and approved by the Coun- 
cil of State 1 1 1 That single statement oonvinoed 
me that the Tai-knn was a mere "lay figure*' of 
government, and that he did not possess a single 
particle of political power. He is even more 
restricted than was die Doge of Venice by the 
Council of Ten." 

A litde after midday I was told of the arrival of 

the Ambassador," and on entering the room of 
audience I found him to be Tok(5, Prince of Tamba, 
who is a person occupying a high position at Court, 
and, so far as I could understand the matter, some- 
what analogous to the office of Chamberlain at the 
courts in the Western world. In- the toko (or 
alcove), and placed on a tray of white wood, stood 
a box some three feet high, which was tied with a 
broad green silk braid. I took my place near the 
toko, while Tok^ stood opponte. We then saluted 
each o<her, and the prince said that his Majesty, 
knowing that I had come from a far distant land, 
had sent him to inquire after my health, and 
whether I had made my long journey without acci- 
dent. He then added that his Majesty had sent 
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" a small present " for ray acceptance. This ended, 
the Prinee irent three steps down the room, and 
from that place paid his personal oompliments to 
me, and made inquiries after my health. This 
over, he returned to his first standing, and I made 
a proper reply to the kind message of his Majesty, 
and returned my thanks for this mark of his kind- 
ness. As I spoke of the present, I turned towards 
the box and bowed. When I began to thank the 
prince for his personal civilities, he again retreated 
the three steps, so that he might occupy a lower 
position when hearing what I said in relation to 
himself than the one he stood in while hearing 
what I said in relation to the Tai-kon. As soon as 
the interpretation of what I said was finished, he 
again returned to his original place, and we ex- 
changed bows ; and thus the ceremony ended. 

When I readied my private apartments, the 
present was brought in. On opening it, it was 
fonnd to contain four trays of Japan bonbons, 
made of sugar, rice flour, fruit, nuts, etc. They 
were arranged in the trays in a beautiful manner, 
and the forms, oolors, and decorations were all very 
neat The quantity was about seventy pounds of 
weight. I am sorry I cannot send them to the 
United States, but they will not keep for so long a 
voyage. 

In my conversations with the Prince of Shinano 
to-day he enlarged on the difficulties that he had 
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oyeroome, and the gieat labor be bad performed 
to enable me to eome to Yedo; he spoke of bis 

anxious days and sleepless nights ; that care and 
anxiety had taken away his appetite, so that he 
bad become lean in bis person ; and that bis blood 
bad frequently gusbed from bis nose, from bis 
great agitation ; that be bad done aU this from bis 
friendship for me, etc., etc. 

Something of this had been before hinted at, 
but never so fully expressed as now. I replied 
that I was duly grateful to bim for bis friendship 
for me, but as be appeared to be under a great 
error as regarded my visit to Yedo, I must now 
fully explain myself on that point. I told him 
that I came to Yedo as the representative of the 
United States, and not in my private capacity; 
tbat ibe United States did not ask anything from 
the government of Japan as a favor ; that it only 
demanded its rights; and that nothing would be 
accepted on the ground of favor ; that my mission 
bad for its object the good of the Japanese Empire ; 
and that it was no favor to me or to my country 
that they should listen to my advice, but that it 
was the Japanese who should feel grateful to the 
President for the friendship he bad shown to 
Japan, by the messages with which I was intrusted ; 
that for myself, individually, I bad no wish to come 
to Yedo, and tiiat I only came bere because my 
official duty required it ; that I hoped he now fully 
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understood not only my object in yisiting Yedo^ 
but that he would clearly aee tbat it was not any 
favor to me, either in my priyate or in my official 
capacity, to receive me at Yedo. 

The Prince was quite chapfallen at this, as it was 
the evident wish of the Japanese that I should look 
on my reception here as an unprecedented favor to 
me, both peraonaUy and officially; and thus they 
would establish a chum on my gratitude which 
might be of great use to them in the negotiations 
that might be commenced here. 

However, the prince confessed that my view of 
the matter was a just one, and that he had only 
looked at the question from one point of view, and 
that point was on the Japanese side. 

Wednesday, December 2, 1857. This morning, 
at half past ten, I felt a smart shock of earth- 
quake, not severe enough, however, to do any dam- 
age. Jn the afternoon I received a letter fxom 
Hotta, Prince of Bitchiu, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, informing me that he had received my 
letter and communicated its contents to his master 
the Tai-kun, and that his Majesty had fixed on 
Monday next, the 7th instant, for my public audi- 
ence. 

The Prince of Shinano is considered as my host 
(I do not know but keeper woidd be a more 
correct term), and he visits me daily. To-day he 
informs me that the great Council of State has 
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heretofore consisted of five members, bat sinoe it 

had been determined to receive me at Yedo, the 
number had been increased to six, and that the 
Prince of Bitchiu, in addition to bis position of 
first member of the Couneil, is now created ^ Min- 
ister of Foreign Afbirs,'' and that all correspon- 
dence with foreign envoys will be conducted in his 
name. 

Thursday, December 3, 1857. Wrote to the 
Minister of Foreign A&urs inclosing copy and 
translation of the Pjresidenfs letter to the Tai-knn. 
I also wrote him that I would pay him a visit of 
ceremony whenever he should be ready to receive 
me. In the evening I received an answer to my 
letter, and he wrote that he would be happy to 
receive my visit to^norrow. Had my usual visit 
from Shinano no Kami, and a good deal of conver- 
sation ensued. lie was very anxious to have me 
make promises not to visit about the city, saying 
that Yedo contained a great many bad people, who 
might insult and maltreat me,^ and thus the gov- 
ernment of Japan would be plunged into serious 
difficulties witli that of the United States. 

I replied that I could not make any promises 

that would circumscribe my undoubted rights 

1 The Japantao offioer had ■tooqgtr gxtrancb for this suppori- 
tion than Mr. Hanui imagined. ** At tihki Him, two jwwg mm 
eonspired agmnst his [Mr. Harrises] life, but they were arrested 
and ehovtiLy after died in priaon." Inazo Nitob4*B UniUd Statm 
and Jt^pan, p. 6& See later on in the Diary. 
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under tibe laws tf nations ; that I had no fears for 
my personal safety, as I had gone boldly and freely 

through many cities of the East where the popula- 
tion was of a much worse character than that of 
Yedo, and where I had no official chai-aoter to pro- 
tect me ; that they must and might relj on my age 
and discretion that I should not do anything to 
cause them any embarrassment ; but I must be left 
free to act in all respects according to the dic- 
tates of that discretion, and that I could not give 
tiiem any pledge or promise of any kind that might 
afterwards be used by them to limit me in my free- 
dom of action, etc. 

I also told him that exercise in the open air 
was the daily practice of all Western people, 
and was necessary to the preservation of health; 
that I wished the government to point out some 
place, either in the wide streets or in a baba,^ 
where Mr. Heuskeu and I could take the requisite 
exercise. 

This appeared to cause much trouble, but it was 
so just and reasonable that he could not urge any- 
thing against my demand, except his fears of the 

populace. I told him he might remember that 
when I demanded the removal of the guards from 
my residence at Shimoda he had told me that the 
people of Shimoda were the worst in Japan, and 
that the presence of the Japanese officers at my 

1 Hor8e-cottx»e| or place of military execdses. 
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house was absolutely indispensable to protect me 

from outrage by day and robbery at night ; that 
notwithstanding his remonstrances on that occasion, 
I had insisted, and the guards were removed full 
eleyen months ago, and that he well knew that 
nothing unpleasant had occuired since ; that I had 
no doubt his fears about the conduct of the good 
people of Yedo were equally unfounded. Poor 
Shinano looked confused when I referred to the 
Shimoda affair, and in his zeply said that what he 
then told me was by express orders of the govern- 
ment, but that I might rely on the truth of what 
he now stated about the people of Yedo. lie con- 
cluded by saying he would report my wishes to 
the government, and hoped to have the matter 
arranged to my satisfB^ction. 
|/ Friday, December 4, 1857. I start on my visit 
to the Prime Minister at ten a. M., the Prince of 
Shinano acting as my escort. My retinue is com- 
posed in the same manner as it was on my entry 
into Yedo, excepting my luggage, cook, etc., etc 

I went southwardly over the same road that 
I came on my entry for about one mile, when we 
crossed the moat on a new bridge about one hun- 
dred feet long, and passed through a gate into 
a square of some fifty or sixty feet formed by stone 
walls about twenty-five feet high ; a gate in the wall 
running at right angles with the gate of entrance 
gave us exit from the quadrangle, and we entered 
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into the third iaolorare of the oastle by a broad 
street, haying the enter wall on onr left and a line 

of houses on our right. After a short time we 
turned to our right, or westward, still proceeding 
through fine streets lined with the houses of the 
daimide and kami, ete. 

These houses were all built of wood, roofed with 
tiles. The streets were nnpaved and scrupulously 
dean. The street-keepers were the retainers of 
the princes, and each wore the arms of his master. 
The crowd was not so great as in passing through 
the oily; still, yast numbers were eolleoted, espe- 
cially when we oame to the frequent open spaces 
or squares. The observers were the servants and 
retainers of the nohles, and gave a lively idea of 
the magnitude of the households of those person- 
ages. The buildings on the street have projecting 
windows like the houses at Cairo and Alexandria. 

Through the grass screens to these openings we 
saw plenty of fair faces, and it would appear that 
Mother Eve's failing is fully inherited by her 
daughters in Yedo. Every possible part of the 
window, from its sill to the top, was plastered with 
a female face. As no part of their dresses could 
be seen, 1 am unable to describe them. 

We passed by a causeway and short bridge over 
a canal; here the water had a fall of about six 
leet, and appears to prove that the city is built on 
ground that rises gradually from iSb» shore of the 
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bay. We reached the liouse of Hotta Bitohiii no 

Kami, or Hotta, Prince of Bitobiu. All the nori- 
mono, except mine, were stopped at the outer gate ; 
my bearers mended their pace at some hundred and 
fifty yards from the gate, and by die time they 
reached it they were at a full trot, dashed through 
the gate, across the oonrt, and plumped me down 
close to the edge of some clean mats that had been 
placed there for my reception. 

On getting oat of my norimono, my *^shoe 
bearer "gave me a new pair of unsoiled patent 
leather shoes, which I put on. The Japanese of 
all ranks enter a house in their stockings alone, 
leaving their straw sandals outside ; and there is a 
good reason for this, for, as I have before noted, 
the mat serves as ehair, couch, table, and bed. 
In the vestibule, some thirty persons dressed in 
kami-shimos were seated in Japanese fashion, and 
saluted me by bringing the forehead down to the 
mat. I passed to the right, and soon met the 
Conunissioners of my voyage, who sahited me, 
and, tiirough Tok^, Prince of Tamba, inquired 
after my health, etc, etc. I was now conducted 
into a room where I found chairs, made after our 
pattern, for Mr. Heusken and myself, with comfort- 
able braiiers filled with burning charcoal. In a 
few moments two tables were brought in, on which 
were placed pipes, tobacco, and fire. Soon after- 
ward the Japanese great tea-luxury was served to 
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me. It is made of very fine tea reduced to a 
powder, on wliich boiling water is ponred,^ and 

forms what may be called a tea gruel. The taste 
was much better than the looks. 

As soon as I had drunk my tea I waa asked if I 
would then see the Minister, and on my replying 
in the affirmative, the sliding doors were opened, 
and here I met the Minister. We saluted each 
other in silence, and he then led the way into a 
fourth room, where I found two chairs on one side, 
and ten black lacquered stools on the other; we 
again saluted each other, when the Minister cour^ 
teously motioned to me to be seated, and, waiting 
until I was seated, he sat down himself. The Com- 
missioners of my voyage now entered the room and 
again saluted me, after which they also took their 
seats on the black stools. 

The Minister courteously inquired about my 
health, and after my reply and the requisite counter- 
inquiry, he expressed much admiration at the long 
voyage I had made through so many different 
countries, for he perfectly understood what is called 
the overland route to India. I made the proper 
answer, adding that I considered myself as a fortu- 
nate person, as I was the first foreigner who had 
ever visited the great city of Yedo in a diplomatic 
capamty. 

Tables were now brought in by servants, who 

^ ^ Hence the name oha no yn, tea of hot wator* 
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oarried iihem eleTated as high as possible, marohing 
with a stately step and with a measured cadence. 
Then followed pipes and tobacco, tea, and trays 
of refreshments. The trays of the Minister and 
myself wore of the same height, both being some 
inches higher than those served to the othera. 
The Minister conrteonsly urged me to partake of 
his refreshments, and begged me to excuse his not 
smoking, as he never used tobacco. He afterwards 
said he did not offer me sak^ as he understood 
I did not drink wine or sak^ when I oould avoid 
it. After some little conversation, I pres^ted 
him with a copy of my intended address to the 
Tai-kun on the day of my audience, adding that 
I had made it very short so that no unnecessary 
topics should be introduced. The Minister re- 
quested leave to withdraw for a short time, in 
order to have the paper translated. He accordingly 
left me with Sliinaiio no Kami, the Commission- 
ers of my voyage going with the Minister. The 
interior of this house exactly corresponds with the 
one I occupy. 

The agitation of the Japanese interpreter is be- 
yond anything I ever saw; he trembled all over 
his body as though he had an ague fit, while large 
drops of perspiration stood like beads on his fore- 
head. 

My seat was placed nearest the toko, and I was 
warmed by a lacquer and copper brazier. In place 
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of ashesy ihe brasier contained pnlverized spar of 
a snowy whiteness, neatly formed into a representa- 
tion of the celebrated Fuji-Yama, the top being 
opened like the crater of a volcano to admit the 
coals. 

* In abont half an hourthe Minister retmmed and 
told me that my address was quite satisfactory, and 

at the same time he handed me the Tai-kim*s 
reply, showing clearly that his Majesty would utter 
exactly what the Council should dictate! The 
Minister informed me that» as the interpreteni 
could not be admitted into the Imperial presence, 
he had fomished me with a copy of the reply ; so 
that by having it translated, the presence of the 
interpreter would not be required. 

My business being ended, I rose, and we again 
bowed, the Minister following me to the same spot 
where we first met, where we again bowed ; beyond 
that I found my Commissioners, who again saluted 
me. The two who had made the treaty with Com- 
modore Peny inquired ve!y kindly after him, and 
requested me to inform him of the fact whenever I 
might write to him. In the vestibule I found ilie 
same persons seated, who salaamed to me as on my 
entry, and from thence I once more entered my 
noriraono. 

The Minister is about thirty-five years old, short 
in stature, of a pleasant and intelligent counte- 
nance, and Ids voice is low and rather mosicaL 
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Sunday, December 6, 1857. This is the second 
Sunday in Advent; assisted by Mr. Hensken, I 
read ih» foil servioe in an audible voice, and with 
the paper doors of the house here our voices could 
be heard in every part of the building. 

This was beyond doubt the first time that the 
English version of the Bible was ever read, or the 
American Protestant Episcopal service ever re- 
peated in this dty. What a host of thoughts rush 
upon me as I reflect on this event. Two hundred 
and thirty years ago, a law was promulgated in 
Japan inflicting death on any one who should use 
any of the rites of the Christian religion in Japan. 
That law is still unrepealed, and yet *here have I 
boldly and openly done the very acts that the 
Japanese law punishes so severely I 

What is my protection? The American name 
alone. That name, so powerful and potent now, 
cannot be said to have had an existence then, for 
in all the wide lands that now form the United 
States there were not a^ that time five thousand 
men of Anglo-Saxon origin. 

The first blow is now struck against the cruel 
persecution of Christianity by the Japanese, and, 
by the blessing of God, if I succeed in establishing 
negotiations at this time with tlie Japanese, I mean 
to boldly demand for the Americans the free exer- 
. oise of their religion in Japan, with the right to 
build bhurches, and I will also demand the aboli- 
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tion of the custom of trampling on the cross or 
omeifiz, wliich the Duteh liave basely ^ witnessed 
for two hundred and thirty years without a word of 
remonstrance. This custom has been confined to 
Nagasaki ; had it been attempted at Shimoda, I 
should have remonstrated in a manner that would 
have compelled the Japanese to listen to me. I 
shall be both proud and happy if I can be the 
humble means of once more opening Japan to Hhe 
blessed rule of Christianity. 

My Bible and Prayer-Book are priceless memen- 
tos of this event, and when, after many or few 
years, Japan shall be once more opened to Chris- 
tianity, the events of this day at Yedo will em be 
of interest. 

Monday, December 7, 1857. I started for my 
audience about ten o'clock with the same esoort 
as on my visit to the Minister, bnt my guards all 
wore kami-shimos and breeches wliich only covered 

half the thigh, leaving all the rest of the leg bare. 
My dress was a coat embroidered with gold after 

* This custom of trampling (fumi) on a (enjs^ved copper 
plate with representation of the crucifix) was abolished by the 
Japttnese goveramort in 1853, the year before Perry's second 
•mTsL As iihe JTtiKfat Gqrpio states, **Fraiii this year, the prao- 
tiMof fliini-y«at NagankimabdUabed.** Hort of dra Amai. 
can sailors shipwrecked on the Japan eoasts, and cared for by the 
goremment until shipped away, seem to hare had no oompnno- 
tions about treading on the oopper plate, thereby proring they 
were not Portuguese. See Hildreth's J<qMm, p. 606. 
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the pattern furnished by the State Department, 
blue pantaloons with a broad gold band running 
down each leg, coeked hat with gold tassels, and a 

pearl-handled dress-aword. 

Mr. Ileusken's dress was the undress navy uni- 
form, regulation sword, and cocked hat. Our 
route was by the same street that I have mentioned 
on my visit to the Minister, but we crossed the 
moat by a bridge that was about haH a mile from 
my house ; the gateway with the quadrangular 
building was precisely like those described in my 
journal of the 4th instant. So also the appearance 
of the streets, buildings, people, etc, was exactly 
the same. On arriving at the second moat, aU 
were required to leave their norimonos except the 
Prince of Shinano and myself. We crossed the 
bridge, passed the gate and quadrangle, and pur- 
sued our course, and everything was so exacdy like 
what I then saw that nothing but the assurance of 
Shinano could convince me that I was in a differ- 
ent quarter. 

When we arrived within about three hundred 
yards of the last bridge Shinano also left his nori- 
mono ; and our horses, his spears, etc., etc, with the 
ordinary attendants, all remained. I was carried 

up to the bridge itself ; and, as they say, further 
than a Japanese was ever carried before, and here 
I dismounted, giving the President's letter, which 
I had brought in my norimono^ to Mr. Heusken to 
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cany. We crossed this bridge, through the same 
quadrangle as before, and at some one handled 
and fifty^ or two* hundred yards from the gate 
I entered tiie audience hall. . Before entering, how- 
ever, I put on the new shoes I had worn on my 
visit to the Minister, and the Japanese did not 
even ask me to go in my stocking-feet 

As I entered the yestibule I waa met hy two 
officers of the household. We stopped, faced each 
other, and then bowed; they then led me along 
a hall to a room where, on entering, I found the 
two chairs and a comfortable brazier. I should 
here note that tobacco is not served among the 
refreshments of the palace. I again drank the 
« tea gruel." 

The breeches are the great feature of the dress ; 
they are made of yellow silk, and the legs are some 
six to* seven feet long I Consequently, when the 
wearer walks, they stream out behind him, and 
give him the appearance of walking on his knees, 
an illusion which is helped out by the short stature 
of the Japanese and the great width^ over the 
shoulders, of their kami-«himo8. 

The cap is also a great curiosity, and defies de- 
scription; it is made of a bhick varnished mate- 
rial, and looks like a Scotch Kilmarnock cap, 
which has been opened only some three inches 
wide, and is fantastically perched on the very apex 
of the head; the front comes just to the top edge 
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of the forebead, but the baok projects some die- 
tanoe behind the head. This extraoxdinaiy affair 
is kept in place by a light-colored silk cord which, 

passing over the top of the " Coronet," passes down 
over the temples and is tied under, the chin. A 
lashing runs horizontally across the forehead, and 
being attached to the perpendicular cord, passes 
behind the head, where it is tied. 

My friend Shinano was very anxious to have me 
enter the audience chamber and rehearse my part. 
This I declined as gently as I could, telling him 
that the general customs of all courts were so sim« 
ilar that I had no fear of making any mistakes, 
particularly as lu; had kindly explained their part 
of the ceremony, while my part was to be done 
after our Western fashion. I really believe he was 
anxious that I should perform my part in such 
a manner as to make a favorable impression on 
those who would see me for the first time. I dis- 
covered also that I had purposely been brought 
to the palace a good hour before the time, so that 
he might get through his rehearsal before the time 
for my actual audience. Finding I declined the 
rehearsal, I was again taken to the room that 
I first entered, which was comfortably warm and 
had chairs to sit on. Tea was again served to me. 

At last I was informed that the time had aiv 
rived for my audience, and I passed down by the 
poor daimioB, who were still seated like so many 
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statues in the same place ; but when I had got as 
far as their front rank, I passed in front of thdr 
line and halted on th^ right flank, towards which 
I faced. Shinano here threw himself on his hands 
and knees. I stood behind him, and Mr. Heusken 
was just behind me. 

The audience chamber faced in the same maimer 
as ihe room in which the great audience was seated, 
but separated from it by the usual sliding doors ; 
so that although they could see me pass and hear 
all that was said at the audience, they could not 
see into the chamber. At length, on a signal being 
made, the Prince of Shinano began to crawl along 
on his hands and knees, and when I half turned 
to the right and entered the audience chamber, 
a chamberlain called out in a loud voice " Embas- 
sador Merican ! I halted about six feet from 
the door and bowed, then proceeded nearly to 
Hie middle of the room, where I again halted and 
bowed. Again proceeding, I stopped about ten 
feet from the end of the room, exactly op])osite to 
the Prince of Bitchiu on my right hand, where he 
and the other five members of the Great Council 
were prostrate on their faces. On my left hand 
were three brothers of the Tal-kun prostrated in 
the same manner, and all of them being nearly 
" end on " towards me. After a pause of a few 
seconds I addressed the Tai-kun as follows : — 

**May it please your Majesty: In presenting 
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my letters of eredenoe from the Preflident of the 
United States, I am directed to express to your 

Majesty the sincere wishes of the President for 
your health and happiness, and for the prosperity 
of your dominions. I consider it a great honor 
that I have been selected to fill the high and impor- 
tant place of Plenipotentiary of the United States 
at the ooort of yonr Majesty, and as my earnest 
wishes are to unite the two countries more closely 
in the ties of enduring friendship, my constant 
exertions shall be directed to the attainment of that 
happy end." 

Here I stopped and bowed. 

After a short silence the Tai-kun began to jerk 
his head backward over his left shoulder, at the 
same time stamjdng with his right foot. This was 
repeated three or four times. After this, he spoke 
audibly and in a pleasant and firm vmoe what was 
interpreted as follows : — 

*' Pleased with the letter sent with the Ambas- 
sador from a far distant country, and likewise 
pleased with his discourse. Intercourse shall be 
continued forever." ^ 

Monday,^ December 7, 1857. Mr. Hensken, 
who had been standing at the door of the audience 
chamber, now advanced with the President's letter, 
bowing three times. As he approached, the Min- 

* Here ends the record in " Journal No. 4." 
Here begins the record in ^'Journal No. •>." 
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iflter for Foreign Affiurs rose to his feet and stood 
by me. I remoyed the silk eover over the box, 

opened it, and also raised the cover of the letter so 
that the Minister could see the writing. I then 
closed the box, replaced the silk covering (made of 
red and white stripes, six and seven), and handed 
the same to the Minister, who received it with both 
hands, and placed it on a liandsome lacquered 
stand which was placed a little above hini. He 
then lay down again, and I turned towards the 
Tai-kun, who gave me to understand my audience 
was at an end by making me a coarteons bow. 
I bowed, retreated backward, halted, bowed, again 
retreated, again halted and bowed again, and for 
the last time. 

So ended my audience, when I was reconducted 
to my original room, and served with more tea 
gruel. A good deal of negotiation had been used 
by the Japanese to get me to eat a dinner at the 
palace, alone, or with Mr. Heusken only. This 
I declined doing. I offered to partake of it, pro- 
vided one of the royal fiunily or the Prime Minis- 
ter would eat vrith me. I was told that their cus- 
toms forbade either from doing so. I replied that 
the customs of my country forbade any one to eat 
in a house where the host, or his representative, 
did not sit down to table with him. At last the 
matter was arranged by ordering the dinner to be 
sent to my lodgings. 
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I had not been long in tlie room last mentioned 
before I was requested to meet the Goonoil of 

State. I found them in the place where the dai- 
raios had been seated, but who had now left the 
room. Hotta, Prince of Bitchiu, spoke, and in the 
name of the Council congratulated me on my arri- 
iral and audience, and then said his Majesty had 
ordered a present to be offered to me, which was 
then in the room, at the same time pointing to three 
large trays each holding five silk kabiyas thicklj 
wadded with silk wadding. I thanked the Ck>un- 
oil for their kind inquiries, and desired them to 
return mj thanks to his Majesty for his present. 

After this, bows were exchanged and I turned 
and left the room, going towards the vestibule, 
but a few yards from it I halted and turned, when 
the Council of State, again formed line, and took 
leave of me by a deep bow. At the vestibule, 
I met the two officers wlio liad first received me, 
and I exchanged bows with them, and then left 
the palace and proceeded to my norimono, and 
returned home by the same route I had come by. 

The Tai-kun was seated in a chair placed on 
a platform raised about two feet from the floor, 
and from the ceiling in front of him a grass cur- 
^iain was hung ; when unrolled, it would reach the 
floor, but it was now rolled up, and was kept in its 
place by large silk cords with heavy tassels. By 
an error in liieir caleulatbn, the ottrtain was not 



Digitized by Google 



232 



MJi, HABBISS JOUMNAL 



loUed up kigli enough to enable me to see liis liead- 
dress, as the roll formed by the curtain cut through 
the centre of his forehead, so that I cannot fully 
describe his **eio?rai/* as the Japanese called it 
I was afterwards told that this mistake arose from 
their not making a proper allowance for my height, 
as had niy eyes been three inches lower I could 
have seen the whole of his head-dress. This may 
or may not be so. The dress of the Tai-kun was 
made of silk, and the material had some little gold 
wove in with it, but it was as distant from any- 
thing like regal spender as could be conceived ; no 
rich jewels, no elaborate gold ornaments ; no dia- 
mond-hilted weapon appeared; and I can safely 
say that my dress was far more costly than his. 
The Japanese told me his crown is a black lac- 
quered cap, of an inverted bell shape. The dress 
of the Tai-kun was differently shaped from those 
of his courtiers, and appeared like loose robes, 
while his breeches were of a reasonable length. 
The material was ita inferior to the glorious ^ Kin- 
cabs " of the Benares looms. 

I did not see any gilding in any part, and all 
the wooden columns were unpainted. Not an 
article of any kind appeared in any of the rooms, 
except ihe braziers, and the chairs and tables 
brought for my use. 

At the right side of the last gate I entered, a 
square pagoda or tower of three stories was erected. 
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Thete was the same absenoe of militaiy display as 
on my ymt to the Minister. 

Soon after reaching my quarters the dinner fol- 
lowed. It was very handsome according to Japan- 
ese rales, and the centre-pieces were beautifully 
got up. Miniatare fir-trees, the tortoise and stork, 
emblems of longevity, with tokens of welcome and 
• respect, were prominently exhibited. 

I merely looked at it, but was unable to eat a 
morsel, as I was seriously ill. I had taken a yu^ 
lent cold; had much inflammation of the lungs, 
and now a violent ague fit attacked me. I was 
glad to send for the doctor * of the Prince of Shi- 
nano, — a very intelligent man, that I had fre- 
quently seen at Shimoda. ITinding I had already 
taken cathartic medicine, he prescribed tisanes, put 
in hot water, to drink freely of hot eouju or rice 
gruel, and to put on as many clothes as I could 
pilo on my bed, so as to promote perspiration. 

Tuesday, December 8, 1857. Still quite ill, 
though bettor than yesterday. Write to the Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affurs that I have some important 
communications to make which deeply concern the 
interests of Japan, which I will communicate to 
him, or to the whole Council of State. 

I omitted to state yesterday that the dinner sent 

1 This gentJeruan, and the other physicians who later at Shi- 
moda attended Mr. Harris, had been trained by the Dutch sur- 
geon at D^shima, Nagasaki. 
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to me waB placed on some forty to fifty trays made 
of impainted wood.^ These trays were eleven inches 
high for me, and ahoat five inches for Mr. Hens- 
ken. The dinner was served in the usual lacquered 
cups. 

I was told that the trays and other utensils, 
after having been used by me, oould never be used 
by any other person, and therefore they were made 

of unvarnished wood ; this being the custom of 
Japan when presenting food to persons of exalted 
rank, etc., etc. 

The isai used at the audience differs from that 
used on ordinary occasions; it does not open and 
fold like ordinary fans, but is permanently fixed, 
and is about three inches across the top. The 
handle also is longer than that of the ordinary fan. 

Gave the letter for the Minister to the Prince of 
Shinano, who came to me this' afternoon after his 
visit to the Castle. He told me that all who were 
present at the audience yesterday were amazed at 
iny gpreatness of soul," and at my bearing in 
presence of the mighty ruler of Japan ; they had 
looked to see me ^'tremble and quake," and to 
speak in a faltering voice. He added that the 
Americans were a very different people from the 

1 So also chop-sticks of unpaiiited wood are furnished at din- 
ners, so that after use they may be broken up and destroyed. — a 
method and process that is well suited to f;ustidiou8 folk who are 
disturbed at unskillf ully washed knives and forks. 
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Dutch. I insert this because he told it to me, and 
I let it pass for what it is worth, bat I am hugely 

iiieiiued to think that there is some admixtui'e of 
" soft sawder." 

Thursday, December 10, 1857. We had a shock 
of earthquake yesterday at nine A. n., quite light. 
Better to-day. Show the presents I have brought 
for the Tai-kun ; they consist of the following arti- 
cles : — 

Twelve quarts of champagne, twenty-four pints 
of champagne, twelve bottles sherry, twelve bottles 
of assorted liquors, one rich astral lamp, thtee rich 
cut globes, with extra chimneys, ete., etc. Two 
very rich cut glass decanters, one telescope, one 
barometer aneroid, two volumes " Museum of Xat- 
ural History " with one thousand plates, five Bra- 
mah's patent locks. Trays to place these articles 
on must be made before they can be presented. 

The Prince of Sliinano tells me that the person 
who gave maps of Japan to Yon Siebold did not 
perform the harapkiri,^ but was crucified, and that 
a number of other persona lost their lives by their 
conduct on that occasion. 

Crucifixion is performed as follows : The crim- 
inal is tied to a cross, with his arms and legs 
stretohed apart as wide as possible ; then a spear ia 

1 T. J. p. 387. In 1826 P. F. von Siebold accompanied the 
Dutch to Tedo, where, after his coinpaiiiuns left, be remained 
until January IS, 1830, most o£ the time in prison. 
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tliriist tlirougli tlie body, entering just under the 
bottom of the shoulder blade on the left side, and 
coming out on the right side, just by the arm^pit. 
Another spear is then thmst through, from the 
right to the left side, in the same niauner. The 
executioner endeavors to avoid the heart in this 
operation. The spears are thrust through in this 
manner until the criminal expires, but his suffer- 
ings are prolonged as much as possible. Shinano 
told me that a few years ago a very strong man 
lived until the eleventh spear had been thrust 
through him. 

No man is put to death in Japan nntil he has 
confessed his guilt. After conviction, if he asserts 
his innocence, he is put to the torture until he 
confesses, or dies, or faints. In the last case he is 
removed to his prison and brought to the question 
on another day, and this continues until he either 
confesses his guilt or dies under the torture.^ Had 
a long argument on the injustice of the torture as 
a means of eliciting truth. 

^ This is still the Chinese procedure, as illustrated in the case 
«l the two Japaaeae students delivered up to the Chinese author^ 
itim by the AiniiriflMi mbsdI it Slua^gliai hj ovdar of lSb» Seote- 
taiy of State. Sm Hiarptr'9 Wtddy for Deeember 1, 1804. Tov- 
tnre was abolialied in Japan on the adoption of Ae new law oodeo 
inl8T7. 
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FBELnONABIES TO THE TBEATT-MAKIKG. 

Satttbdat, Deoember 12, 1857. Again yisited 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs; eTerytbing at- 
tending this visit was so exactly like my first visit 
that I have nothing to note except what relates 
to the conference I had with him. The Commis- 
sioners of my voyage assisted the Minister on this 
occasion. 

My private papers on "Japan" contain an 
exact copy of what I said on this occasion, there- 
fore I do not copy it here. 

It related to the changed condition of the world 
by the introduction of steam; that Japan would 
be forced to abandon her exclusive policy ; that she 
might soon become a great and powerful nation 
by simply permitting her people to exercise their 
ingenuity and industry; that a moderate tax on 
commerce would soon give ber a large revenue, by 
which she might support a respectable navy ; that 
the resources of Japan, when developed by the 
action of free trade, would show a vast amount of 
exchangeable values; that this production would 
not in any respect interfere with the production of 
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the neoessaxy food for the people, but would arise 
from tibe employment giTen to the actual surplus 
labor of Japan, etc., etc. ; that foreign nations would, 

one after another, send powerful fleets to Japan to 
demand the opening of the country; that Japan 
must either yield or suffer the miseries of war ; that 
even if war did not ensue, tibe country would be kept 
in a constant state of excitement by tbe presence 
of these large foreign armaments ; that to make a 
concession of any value, it must be made in due 
season; and that the terms demanded by a fleet 
would never be as moderate as those asked by a 
person placed as I was ; and that to yield to a fleet 
what was refused to an ambassador would humili- 
ate the government in the eyes of all the Japanese 
people, and thus actually weaken its power. This 
point was illustrated by the case of China in die 
war of 1889 to 1841, the events succeeding that 
war, and the present hostilities. 

T told him that by negotiating with rae, who had 
purposely come to Yedo alone and without the 
presence of even a single man-of-war, the honor of 
Japan would be saved ; that each point should be 
carefully discussed ; and that the country should be 
gradually opened. 

I added that the three great points would be : 
first, the reception of foreign ministers to reside 
at Tedo; second, the freedom of trade with the 
Japanese, without the interference of government 
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cffioera; and third, the opening of additional 
harbors. 

I added that 1 did not ask any exclusive rights 
for the Americans, and that a treaty that would 
be satisfactory to the President would at onoe be 
accepted by all the great Western powers. 

I did not fail to pcnnt ont the danger to Japan 
of having opium forced upon her, and said I would 
be willing to prohibit the bringing it to Japan. I 
dosed by saying that my mission was a friendly 
one in every respect, that I had no threats to 
use ; that the F^ident merely informed them of 
the dangers that threatened the country, and 
pointed out a way by which not only could those 
dangers be averted, but Japan made a prosperous, 
powerful, and happy nation. My discourse lasted 
over two hours, and was listened to with the deep- 
est attention and interest by the Minister. He 
asked some (questions occasionally, when lie did not 
fully understand what was said. 

When I had finished, the Minister thanked me 
for my oonununication, and said it should be com- 
municated to the Tai-kun, and have that consider- 
ation which it merited, and that it was the most 
important matter ever brought before the govern- 
ment. He added that the Japanese never acted as 
promptly on business of importance as the Ameri- 
cans did ; that many persons had to be consulted; 
and therefore I must give them sufficient time for 
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those purposes. This was to prepare me for the 
usual delay of the Japanese in everything. 

I replied I wished them to fully consider all I 
had said, and that I should be very glad to give 
any explanations of details whenever it should be 
asked. 

Sunday, December 13, 1857. The second Sun- 
day in Advent ; read the servioe with Mr. Heus- 
ken. I have told the Japanese that I performed 
my religious worship, in order that they might not 

say they had no knowledge of it. 

Monday, December 14. I have had a long and 
unpleasant debate about my diplomatic rights, on 
the Japanese insisting on their right to appoint per- 
sons to guard me from insult, injury, fire, etc., etc. 

I replied that I had come to Yedo alone, there- 
fore I wished the government to place proper 
persons in the house ; but that it must he done by 
my request, and not as their rights I had in view 
the great importance of my not doing anything 
that might be quoted as a precedent whenever for- 
eign ministers shall come here to reside. This 
matter has been agitated for a number of days, and 
at last I carried my point, and the matter was set- 
tled as follows. He wrote me a letter stating that 
the Japanese government admitted my full and 
complete control of the premises occupied by me, 
and that no person could enter the place without 
my permission. 
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I wrote in reply, first quoting his letter, and 
added that I wished the goveroment to supply me 
with a proj>er number of persons to protect me 
from aoradents, carefully adding, " But in so doing 
I do not admit tbe ligHt of the Japanese govern- 
ment to phioe any person in my house, under any 
pretense whatever, without my consent." 

Wednesday, December 16, 1857. In reply to 
my request for some place where I could exercise 
on horseback, the Japanese offered me a piece of 
ground adjoining my house, about five yards wide 
and some thirty yards long ! 

They then offered me another spot, about one 
hundred feet long by seventy-five feet wide. This 
I also rejected. To-day the Prince told me that 
they had set apart a haphaynot iax distant from my 
place, and wished me to send Mr. Heusken, or to 
go myself and sec it. Mr. Ileuskon examined it, 
and reported that it was a regular military ground, 
over three hundred yards long, and &om fifty to 
seventy-five yards wide, and that it would answer 
my purpose. On this I accepted it, and in the 
afternoon I went to it. It is on a plateau elevated 
some fifty feet above my residence, and directly 
opposite to a bridge and gate leading to the resi- 
dence of the brothers of the Tai-kun. It is in- 
closed with a hedge and large trees. Large num^ 
bers of the people collected around the hedge and 
the streets by which I went to the place ; they were 
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perfectly qoiet, the only Boise being that of the 
street-keepers with their eternal **SataI aatu!*' 
^ Keep back! keep back!" 

To-tlay I sent a present of a few bottles of wines 
and liquors to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
with a copy of Bhent's Coast Pilot'' In my let- 
ter to him I called his particular attention to the 
book, and that it contained an accurate account of 
every harbor in the United States, West Indies, 
and South America ; that such books were printed 
by private individoals, and sold freely to all that 
wanted them; that the goyexnment encouraged 
such publications, as they increased the facilities 
of foreign commerce, which was one of the great 
elements of onr prosperity ; and that I considered 
it as a very proper book to place in the hands of 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs in Japan. 

Tuesday, December 17, 1857. A fine ride in 
the ba-ba to-day. The Japanese wish me to agree 
to go to the ba-ba only two days in the week, and 
that for a single hour, as they require it every 
day for the exercise of their soldiers. I replied 
that, if the place was wanted for that purpose, I 
mast of course give it up, and, as the times they 
named were unreasonable, I would hereafter take 
my exercise along the street running along the 
moat. This did not suit at all, and at last it was 
settled that the ba-ba should be at my disposal from 
three p. M. every day of the week except Sunday. 
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I may be said to be now engaged in teaohing the 
elOTieDtB of political economy to the Japanese, and 

in giving them information as to the working of 
commercial regulations iu the West. 

This is attended with more labor than can be 
well imagined, for I not only giye them ideas for 
which, as they are new, they have no adequate 
terms, but the interpreter does not undcrstLincl the 
Dutch terms when he hears them; thus I am 
sometimes employed for hours in trying to convey 
a yery simple idea.* It requires an incalenlable 
amount of patienoe to prevent my throwing the 
matter up in despair. But I know that every 
word I utter, every new idea I succeed in convey- 
ing, is at once carried to the Council of State. So 
I persevere in ihe hope that my labors will at 
last produce fruit, if not for me, at least for my 
successor. 

Friday, December 18, 1857. After an incredi- 
ble amount of talk and difficulty the Japanese 
have given me a map of Yedo. I am not to give 
it away, or suffer it to be copied. 

Sunday, December 20. The last Sunday in 
Advent; read service as usual. Yesterday had an 
earthquake, not very sharp. Quite unwell these 
three days. 

Monday, December 21. To-day the Commis- 
sioners of my voyage call on me for the purpose of 
receiving information. 
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The chief point of their inquiries related to the 
object of sending ministers to foreign countries; 
their duties ; tii w rights under ihe laws of nations. 
All these questions were as dearly answered as 

possible. 

I added that when a Minister gave serious 
offense to tiie court to which he was appointed, 
the govermnent might suspend intercourse witii 
him, and order him to leave the country ; that the 

usual mode was to complain of his conduct to his 
own government and to reqtest his recall. The 
Commissioners asked questions also respecting 
eommerce^ and what I meant trade being car- 
ried on without the interference of government 
officers. This I also succeeded in explaining to 
their full satisfaction. They said they were in the 
dark on all these points, and therefore were like 
children; tiierefore I must have patience with 
them. They added, that they placed the fullest 
confidence in all my statements. 

I gave them a written paper containing the basis 
of a commercial treaty, which I explained to them 
article article, and told them I wished that 
piiper imgirt be tidn« into 86rio«» «>nn^^ 

I then gave them champagne, which they ap- 
peared to understand and to like. 

Friday, December 25, 1857. Merry Christmas 1 
I little thought on last Christmas to pass the pres- 
ent one in Yedo. If I ooukL pass one in Pekin it 
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would make my different places of paaaiiig the day 
a remarkable list. 

I ask every d{iy when I may esq^t an answer 
to my great oommimioatioiia. 

The mvariaUe reply is, ihat a great many per- 
sons are to be eonsnlted : the brothers of the Tai- 
kun, all the daimios, and some other great men ; 
that letters have to be written, and answers re- 
oeived; and then the old story, '^The Japanese 
do not dedde important affairs nntil after long 
deliberatioD.*' * 

Wrote to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, trans- 
mitting a memorandum, pointing out the most 
obvious articles that will form the elements of for- 
eign oommerce^ and showing how these articles 
may be increased in production, etc. 

Sunday, December 27. Snow, and a gloomy 
day. I cannot get one word out of the Prince of 
Shinano as to my prospects of snocees, nor a hint 
as to the existence or non^existenoe of any obst»* 
dee. This state of uncertainty, joined to indiffer- 
ent health, greatly depresses my spirits. 

Thursday, December 31, 1857. An earthquake 
to4ay. I have not had a visit for three days 
from the Prince of Shinano. Xhis, joined to the 
uncertainty that hangs over my negotiations, causes 
me to pass this the last day of the year in a mel- 
ancholy manner. 

I fondly hope that the year now about to corn- 
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mence will give me more frequent opportunities 

of communicating with the outer world than I have 
enjoyed during the present one ; in truth, I waa 
most shamefuilj neglected by the naTj in tiie 
East 

Friday, January 1, 1858. I desire to retnm 

thanks to Ahuighty God for permitting me to see 
the beginning of a new year. 

With my poor health, and over half a centiizj 
of years, I cannot promise myself that I shall see 
another. I am thankful that I have been able to 
accomplish so much as I already hare done for the 
honor of my country during the past year, and 
I hope I shall be able to efiEectnally open this coun- 
try before the present one doses. I was visited in 
honor of my New Year's Day by the Princes of 
Tok^ and Shinano ; both came in dresses of cere- 
mony, and brought me some trifling presents. Had 
some very pleasant conversation, but nothing was 
said on business. 

Saturday, January 9, 1858. To<lay the Prince 
of Shinaao visited me for the first time in three 
days. I determined to bring about a crisis, and 
therefore began by saying that it was now twenty- 
nine days since I had made some very important 
communications to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
of which no offidal notice had since been taken ; 
that they would not even name a period within 
which I should have a reply. That such treatment 
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oonld not be submitted to ; that the President had 
Bent me to Yedo on a most friendly mission, having 
solely the benefit of Japan in view; ihat the 

United States asked nothing for themselves ; that 
the trade of Japan was no object to us; that all 
we cared for was that our ships could make repairs 
and get suppUes in their harbon, and that we had 
already got that point; that tii^ must open their 
eyes, and then tliey would see tiiat I neither asked 
nor would I accept any favors from Japan ; that 
ten days ago I offered to give them explanations 
cm any points on which they needed information ; 
and would reply saying tiiat their treatment of me 
showed that no negotiations oould be carried on 
with them unless the Plenipotentiary was backed 
by a fleet and offered them cannon-balls for argu- 
ments. I closed by saying that, unless something 
watf done, I should retmn to Shimoda. 

Poor Shinano listened in evident trepidation, 
and earnestly assured me that no slight to the Pres- 
ident or insult to me was intended ; that, as to- 
morrow was my Sunday, and I would not do busi- 
ness on that day, he could not answer me before 
tiie next day, at which time he told me I should 
be satisfied. 

This was apparently a bold step on my part, but 
from my knowledge of this people I felt that 
I ran no kind of danger of breaking ofiE my nego- 
tiations by what I did, and that the more I yielded 
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and acquiesced the more they would impose on me ; 
while by taking a bold attitude, and assoming a 
threatening tone, I ehonld at onoe bring them to 
terms. 

Monday, January 11, 1858. A visit to-day 
from the Prince of Shinano. He began by saying 
that he had reported all I had said to him, at our 
last interview, to the MiniBter of Foreign A£Eair8 ; 
that tiie Minister admitted that I had just eause of 
complaint, but that the position of the government 
was most difficult; that Mey were enlightened,, and 
knew that what I had reoommended was truly for 
the best interests of Japan; but their conviction 
alone was not suffieient ; they had to convince the 
brothers of the Tai-knn, the daimiSs, the mOitary 
and literary classes, of the wisdom of following my 
advice ; that the Minister and his colleagues had 
labored constantly, night and day, to seeoie the 
consent of the persons referred to ; and that a bro- 
ther of the Tai-kun was in Ejushin^ and they had 
to write to him and get his reply ; and finally he 
said that on Friday, the 15th, he would inform me 
the day when I should have an answer. 

This was much to my satis&iction ; and I told 
the Prince that, so long as I had specific days 
fixed, then I could wait with patience. I endeav- 
ored to draw from him some hints as to the proba- 
ble color of the answer I should receive, but I 
oould not elicit anything; either he has ''great 
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powers of siknoe,** or he actually was ignorant of 

the matter. 

Friday, 15th January. To-day, according to 
promise, the Prince of Shinano visited me. He 
said the Minister of Foreign ASxaiB would give me 
an answer to-monow, or at a later day, as best 

suited me ; and, as the matters were of the highest 
importance, he desired to have a coufereuce with 
me. I accepted at once the day and place of oon- 
ferenee. 

Saturday, January 16. Again to the Minister's ; 

retinue, roads, and the appearances in the streets 
exactly as they were on my two previous visits to 
him, except that there was not so many people in 
the streets to look at the oortdge as it passed. For- 
eigners will soon oease to ezdte cnriosily here. 

I was received in the usual manner by the [Min- 
ister], except that I thought his smile was warmer 
this morning than before ; to-day it was more than 
skin-deep. The Minister soon opened the confer^ 
enoe by saying that the communication I had made 
verbally to him, together with the written memo- 
randum I had sent to him and the information 
I had communicated to his princes, had all been 
laid before bis Majesty the Tai-kun. His Majesty 
desired first to thank the President for his very 
kind advice, and for the f riendsMp he had thus 
shown for Japan. The Minister then proceeded 
to give me his Majesty's answer* 
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The demand for the residence of a Minister at 
Yedo is admitted. The place of his lesidenoe and 
the lights he is to exercise shall be settled by ne- 
gotiation. 

The right of free trade is granted. Commission- 
ers shall be appointed to settle the details of trade. 

Three harbors having already been opened, and 
as Japan is a small oonntry, the number cannot be 
increased ; but as Shimoda is not f onnd to be suit- 
able as a harbor, another shall be given in place of 
it, but the number may not be increased beyond 
three. Alter the Minister had ended, I told him 
I was much oonoemed at his Majesty's decision 
about harbors ; that it was impossible for me to 
make a satisfactory treaty under such restrictions. 
I pointed out to him the west coast of Japan, bor- 
dering on the Japan Sea. From Hakodate to 
Nagasaki, following the coast line, it is quite four 
hundred ri (one thousand English miles), yet in 
all that distance not a single harbor was opened ; 
that many American whaleships were in the Japan 
Sea, and it was very important for them to have 
a convenient harbor in that sea ; that his Majesty 
had spoken of the small size of the Empire, but an 
examination of the maps of the principal parts of 
the world would show that Japan had a coast line 
ha greater than the average states. I therefore 
earnestly recommended a reconsideration of that 
part of his Majesty's decision. 
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I was inf oimed that th6 CoinmiBsionen to nego- 
tiate with me would be appinnted immediatelj, and 

that the first interview should be held day after 
to-morrow, and that the negotiations should be con- 
ducted at my quarters. I then handed the Minister 
a oopy and translation of my full powers, and 
pointed out to him the necessity that the powers of 
the Japanese GommissiQners should specify that 
they were appointed to nejnrotiate with me, and not 
a mere general power. I requested that a translar 
tion of the Japanese full powers should be handed 
to me before the meeting. 

I also told the Minister that, as soon as we had 
gone through the formality of exchanging our full 
powers, I would hand the Commissioners a draft 
of such a trealy as would be satisfactory ; that they 
oould haye it translated into Japanese, and after 
having duly considered it we could then proceed 
with our negotiations ; that this course would 
greatly facilitate our negotiations, and thus save 
yaluahle time ; adding that I had nothing to con- 
ceal, no secret motives or wishes, and therefore 
I could proceed in this frank and open manner. 
The Minister said that my course was very praise- 
worthy, and that it gave him much satisfaction. 

I have the draft of a treaty which 1 drew up be- 
fore leaving Shimoda, and I was anxious to take 
the initiative in presenting a draft, as, had the 
Japanese presented one, it would have been diffi- 
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cult if not impossible to reject it entirely, and to 
try to amend one of their perl ormaooes would have 
made a pieoe of litenoy or diplomatic patchwork 
that would haye exmted the laughter of all who 

might have the misfortune to be compelled to read 
it. I could not learn the number or names of the 
intended CSommissioneis. I was told the Prince of 
Shinano would be one, but nothing further. 
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THE HESHUB INSTBUGTED IN HODEBN WOBLD 

LITE. 

Monday, January 18, 1858. To-day I rigged 
out in full dress, in honor of the signatures of the 
President and Tai-kun, which are to be exhibited 
to-dskj* I learn to-day that I am to hove only two 
CominisBionerB to deal vith. This pleases me, as 
. it will prevent mnch interruption. Although the 
Commissioners will have full powers, yet in reality 
I shall be negotiating with the whole Council of 
State. The Commissioners vill hear my argop 
mentSy and then request time to oonsider them. 
They will repeat what I have said to the Coundl, 
who will consider the matter, and then dictate what 
the Commissioners shall say. I feel just as sure 
of this as though I had been told it by themselves. 
The Commissioners are Inony^, Frinoe of Shinano» 
and Iwas^, Prince of Higo. 

At one p. M. the Commissionei s appeared ; they 
were attended by two secretaries to take down 
every word that was uttered. 

We saluted each other staiiding* I then gaye my 
full powisrs to Mr. Heusben, who handed it to the 
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Prince of Shinano, who opened it, looked at the 
President's signatnze and the seal, and then passed 
it to his oolleague, who also eKamined it and then 
returned it to Mr. Hensken, who handed it to me. 
The full powers of tlie Japanese Commissioners 
were then given to the vice-governor of Shimoda, 
who handed it to me. I opened it and looked at 
the Imperial seal and signatore, and then retumed 
it« Those who have read Commodore Ferry's 
account of his Japanese expedition will remember 
that the Japanese would not let their full i)ower8 
go out of their hands, pretending the Imperial seal 
was so saered it oould not be handled by any but 
a Japanese, and, of them, only by those to whom it 
was specially directed. 

The seal was in vermilion, about two and a half 
inches in diameter, and composed of the old Chi- 
nese Seal character." This oyer, I handed the 
Commissioners a Dntdi translation of my draft of 
a trealy. I told them that, as this treaty might 
contain words not well understood by their inter- 
preters, I suggested tliat the work had better be 
done in one of the rooms of the house where we 
were, so that, if any words or phrases were not 
understood, they could at once have recourse to Mr. 
Heusken for explanation, and thereby not only 
would the translations be facilitated, but greater 
exactness would be secured. They assented at 
once to my suggestion ; they added* that as soon as 
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they liad time to examine the tnmslfttion and ooa- 
sider it, they would again meet me, but that it 

would require some days to do both. I requested 
the Commissioners not to read the treaty piece- 
meal, as it was translated, as the various articles 
had snoh relations with each other that they must 
be read together and not separately ; that to read 
it as it was translated would give very erroneous 
ideas, and thus perhaps prejudices might arise 
that it would be difficult afterwards to remove. 
They at onoe assented to this. The original draft 
of the treaty will be found among my private 
"Japan papers." 

Saturday, January 23. To-day the translations 
were finished. In order to be sure of the transla- 
tion being correct, I had the Japanese translator 
read from the Japanese oopy and translate orally 
into Dutch to Mr. Heusken, who held the Dutoh 
version. It has been an ininiense labor, but my 
great anxiety has been that the Japanese should 
fully understand what I proposed to them. 

A visit from the Prince of Shinano to-day. 
Some time ago I told him that, if he saw a dog that 
had any white hair about him, he might be sure 
the tip of the dog's tail would be white also. This 
he repeated, of course, at the Castle, and it appears 
that each of the nobles set his retainers to searcb 
for a dog which should have some white about his 
body, while the terminal color of his tail should be 
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black, or at least not white. Many thousaiids of 
dogs ha^e been examined, and as yet no exception 

to my rule has been found. This has given me 
a reputation for universal wisdom that is quite 
amusing from its simplicity. 

I have omitted to note that I made presents of 
wines, cordials, sardines, preserred salmon and lob- 
ster, and Bramah locks to all the Commissioners 
of my voyage. These presents exhausted all the 
articles I brought from Shimoda. 

The Tai-knn was much pleased with my presents, 
and uses the astral lamp constantly. He sent me 
a return present of a very handsome cabinet. 

The Commissioners each sent me a present of 
a piece of brocade silk, twenty-four inches wide 
and three and a quarter yards long, the pattern of 
a pair of such breeches as are worn by the highest 
ranks only. 

Monday, January 25, 1858. To-day, at two 
P. M., we fairly opened our negotiations. 

In this journal I shall confine myself to the 
leading facts of actual transactions, omitting the 
interminable discourses of the Japanese, where 
the same proposition may be repeated a dozen 
times ; nor shall I note their positive refusal of 
points they subsequently grant, and meant to grant 
all the while ; nor many absurd proposals made by 
them, without the hope, and scarcely the wish, of 
having them accepted: for aU such proceedings 
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aie aoooTcUng to the rule of Japanese diplomao^, 
and lie who shows the greatest absuidily in such 
matters is most esteemed. They do not know the 

value of a straightforward and truthful policy ; at 
least they do not practice it. They oever hesitate 

m 

at uttering a falsehood, even where the truth would 
serve the same purpose. 
The preamble to the treaty was accepted, as was 

the first article so far as to agree to receive a Min- 
ister and Consuls. They wished the Minister to 
reside between Eanagawa and Kawasaki, and only 
oome to Yedo when he had business ; nor should 
the Minister or Consuls travel anywhere in Japan 
except on actual business. 

They then proceeded to read from a book what 
I wiU abridge and insert merely to remind me 
hereafter of their mode of doing business. 

They began by saying that they had carefully 
considered the draft of the treaty I had given 
them. The Empire being small, it had been deter- 
mined that not more than three harbors should be 
opened; that Shimoda should be dosed, and a 
htfge harbor should be given in plaoe of it. The 
opening of any harbors to Commodore Perry was 
a great concession, and was made with much diffi- 
culty. Thus far, American ships have only been 
furnished with supplies, and not with Japanese 
goods. Now, in consequence of the President's 
letter, and the very unportant and friendly com- 
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munioatioiis of the Plenipotentiaiy, it has been 
detennmed to open trade with the Americans on 
the same terms as were contained in the treaties 

just made with the Kussians and Dutch! ! ! They 
offered Kanagawa and Yokohama in place of Shi- 
moda, and, after all the daimios are satisfied with 
the effects of trade, another harbor should be 
opened. Trade to be conducted as provided for 
in the Dutch and Russmn treaties. Americans 
cannot be allowed to travel in Japan, and must 
be confined to strict limits. 

They here paused, and I replied that, by the ninth 
article of the trealy of Kanagawa, anything granted 
to other nations accrued at once to the Americans, 
and therefore did not require any treaty stipula- 
tions ; ^ that, as to those treaties, the conditions of 
ihem were disgraceful to all parties engaged in 
making them ; that, so far as trade was concerned, 
those documents were not worth the paper on 
which they were written ; that, were I to sign any 
such conditions, the President would recall me in 
disgrace. I then demanded that the promise of 
the Tai-knn ^that freedom of trade shonld be 
granted " should be made good. I added tiiat it 
was mere trifling to offer to me conditions that had 
already accrued to us months ago ; that the propo- 

^ This, the " most favored nation clause, was inserted in the 
Perry treaty at the suggestion of Dr. S. WoUl WiUiami, who 
•tsted dds iMt m a letter to the edtfeor. 
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sltion to shut out the Minister from residing in 
Yedo, or wherever he pleased, was highly offensive, 
and that it would be far better for them to refuse 

to receive him than to couple his reception with 
such conditions ; and that the Minister and Consuls 
must have all the rights enjoyed by such persons 
under the laws of nations; that I asked nothing 
more for them than those rights, and that I could 
not take any less. 

Monday, January 25, 1858. The Commission- 
ers were not prepared for this ; it quite upset their 
plan so nicely prepared for them by the Council 
of State, and they were embarrassed exceedingly. 
They began to repeat the old story: Japan has 
been closed for more than two hundred years ; the 
people are not prepared for such great changes as 
you propose ; they must be introduced by degrees, 
and as the people leam to know yon better, then 
we can act more freely," etc 

I replied that, under such regulations as they 
proposed, trade was impossible; that Americans 
might be in Japan for fifty years, and make no 
adYBnoes towards a better acquaintance; that in- 
tercourse under such circumstances, so far from 
removing prejudices, would increase them, for the 
Japanese would learn to despise the Americans as 
much as they do the Dutch. 

That, from all I had observed in Japan, I was 
convinced that the people were actually anxious to 
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have a free intexcourae with us, and, if objectionB 
existed anywhere, they were confined to the daimios 
and the militaTy, two classes of people that in all 

countries were opposed to any improvement in the 
condition of the great body of the people. 

The Commissioners frankly admitted that I was 
right in my last statement, adding that a large 
class called the literati, or expectants of office, 
being entirely ignorant of everything out of their 
own land, were also opposed to opening the coun- 
try. In explanation of this I was told that every 
person who had mastered the four books of Con- 
facius,^ and oonld pass tiie requisite examination, 
reeeired a small pension from the government, 
and that, as officers were wanted, they were selected 
from this class. They added that colleges were 
established at Yedo, and in each of the provinces of 
the empire ; that the only books used were Confu- 
cius and the History of China; that no sciences, 
arts, history, or polite literature, or in fact any- 
thing but Confucius and Chinese history, were 
taught in those institutions. 

The Commissioners here had a long and ani- 
mated conversation together. 

After it ended, the Prince of Shinano asked me 

^ On the Chilicm ethical system, Confnidttuisni in its modern 
form, philosophy in Japan, see The Bdigunu of Jagpan^ New 
York, 1896, and Dr. George Wm. Knm'e papeit In 7. A, 8. J. 
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if I wonkL hear a private, oonfidential matter, 
whiob lie wislied to oommnninate to me. I replied. 
Most eertainly." He then said that, of the sons 

and brothers of military men, none enjoyed any 
rank except the eldest son ; that they all received 
a military education, being taaght the art of war, 
the use of weapons, eto.; they had no pay, nor 
any prospect of advancement in life ; they were 
supported in idleness by the head of the family, 
as their position forbade their devoting themselves 
to any useful avocations, and they had no hope 
of honorable employment. Their only distinction 
consisted in their right to wear two swords. From 
these habits of idleness many of them fell into bad 
courses, became dissipated, drunken brawlers and 
bullies ; and that, when their conduct became too 
outrageous, they were disowned and cast off by 
their fiimilies. 

In this condition, they form a class called 
"Ro-nin,"^ which corresponds to bravo, bully, 
rowdy, and loafer. The government has just dis- 
covered a plot among these ^Bo-nin " against the 

1 Literally waye-man. When the retainer of a dumio was set 

* afloat or adrift, or even resigned the service of his mastor, he was 
' free to act as he pleased, but there was not necessarily any dis- 

* grace in beinj^ a ro-nin, and, as a matter of fact, not a few 
ro-nin were peaceful and honorable gentlemen. My own inter- 
preter in Fukui, a cultivated scholar, one of the first samurai 
who gave up the wearing of two swords (presenting his longest 
CM to myself), «w » tS-mn. 
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Ameiioaa Ambaauulor (what tliey mtonded to do 
to me I oould not leam),^ and the goyemment had 
tiiat movning arrested three ringleaders of the con- 
spirators, and had them now in prison ; that it liad 
given the government the greatest possible anx- 
iety; to, should anything happen to the Ambas- 
sador, it would be the cause of serious difficulties 
with the United States, besides disgracing the gov- 
ernment of Japan in the eyes of all the civilized 
world; he then added that a large body of men 
was now employed in patrolling around my house 
and in all the neighborhood, and that at night thej 
would be in all the Tarions courts and open spaces 
of the house. He then gave me the names of these 
three Yedo rowdies. They are as follows : — 
Horeye Yosi Nosuke [llor^i Yoshinosiik^], 
Nobu-ta nee [Nobutani] Tui-ra To^. 
The Commissioners now resumed, and said, from 
what had been told me, I must see that the resi- 
dence of foreign ministers in Yedo woidd be cer- 
tain to cause disturbances, and therefore it was far 
better for them to reside at Kawasaki or Kaoagawa. 

^ Mr. Harris's life was in real danger, for the purpose of these 
Ro-nin was nothing less than to assassinate him. Between 1858 

and 1870, many foreigners, probably several score in all, were 
woiinded or niurdortMl by tliese cowardly swashbucklers, Mr. 
Heusken being one of the first victims. See Nitobe's United 
States and Japan, pp. 05, 75, 76. The soshi, such as fired at Li 
Hung Chang at Shimouoe^ki in March, 1895, was the sacoesaor of 
the murderous ro-nin. 
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I thoaght it a most suspidouB ciiennistaiioe that 
tiieae ^BS-nin'* should bava remained perfectly 

quiet for the whole lifty-fiye days 1 have been in 
Yedo, and should only stdr at the very nick of time 
that the qnestiom of the residence of foreign minis* 
tera in Japan was to be agitated, and that tliegr 
should be arrested on the morning of the Teiy first 
day that the conferences were to be opened ; there- 
fore I concluded that if the whole matter was not 
an actual Airowsmith," it was veiy mnoh like 
one. 

I replied to all this that tiiey did not know the 

material of which foreigners were composed, if 
they supposed that the acts of three, or three 
thousand ^^£o-nin" would keep them away from 
Yedo 3 that I considered it as too trifling a matter 
to call for any serions reply. 

The Commissioners were again in a quandary 
at my suggestion. They took up my dmft, and 
gave a general answer on each article. The de- 
mand for Americans to have Japanese coin, or lor 
Japanese to receive American coin, was rejected in 
a meet decisive manner. 

It was emphatically declared that no sales could 
be made except through Japanese officials. In 
this manner they went through the treaty, reject- 
ing everything except article 8. This article I had 
inserted with soaroe a hope that I sbonld obtain it. 
It provides for the free exercise of their religion 
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bj ibe Amerioans, with the right to erect suit* 
able places of worship, and that the Japanese 

would abolish the practice of trampling on the 
cross. To my surprise and delight, this article 
was accepted 1 I am aware that the Dutch have 
published to the world that the Japanese had 
signed articles granting freedom of worship, and 
also agreeing to abolish trampling on the cross. It 
is true that the Dutch proposed the abolition, but 
the Japanese refused to sign it. 

In the Dutch treaty of January, 1856, an ard* 
de proyides that within the buildings at De- 
shima the Dutch may practice their own or the 
Christian relig^ion." The extraordinary words 

their own or the Christian religion " are copied 
from the treaty as sent to me by the Dutch Com- 
missioner, Mr. John Henry Donker Ourtius, from 
Nagasaki ; and it is also in the copy of the same 
treaty which was furnished me by the Japanese. 

I have copies of every article ever macle by the 
Japanese with the Bussians, Dutch, and English, 
and the above is the only artide that relates to 
religion. I told the Commissioners, as we were 
about to adjourn at five p. M., that it was useless 
to proceed with the further consideration of the 
treaty, until they would consent to grant the Min- 
ister the rights he enjoyed under the laws of 
nations. 

Tuesday, January 26, 1858. Commissioners 
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oome at half past two f. m. They open the 
busmess by saying that I had misunderstood them 

yesterday ; that they did not refuse the right of 
the Minister to reside in Yedo, but only recom- 
mended Kiiwasaki or Kanagawa as a more suitable 
place for his first residence. They therefore ao- 
cepted the artiole as it stood, so far as it relates 
' to the Minister. They wished, however, that the 
treaty should not go into effect until January 1, 
1861 (it stood July 4, 1859, in my draft). I re- 
plied that to suspend a treaty for three years was 
an unheaid-of thing, and showed a most unfriendly 
spirit on their part. They hastily replied that they 
did not mean the treaty, only that the Minister 
should not be sent before that time. I answered 
that was even worse than the other ; that the 
object of sending a Minister was, that he ooold 
promptly settle any small diffieulties that might 
arise ; whereas, if they were neglected until word 
could be sent to America, they might grow into 
grave and serious matters. I added tiiat the prop- 
osition manifested a spirit quite at variance with 
the preamble of this treaty. They tiien asked me 
to give them my secret promise tiiat the Minister 
would not bo sent before that time. I told them 
that such a promise was beyond my power, as it 
was the President and not the Plenipotentiary 
that had that matter in his power. They then 
requested me to write to the President, maldiig 
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known their wishes on this hea^il. I told them I 
would write to the Seoretary of State, who would 
make their wishes known to the President, and 
tins satisfied them. 

They then insisted that the consuls should not 
have the right to travel in J apan " except on busi- 
ness.'* X pointed out to them that to accede to 
suoli a danse would put erery Consul at onoe in 
the power of each local Goyemor, who would have 
the right to inquire into his business, etc. ; that, if 
the Consul wished to make a journey for his health, 
he could not do so, with other objections. They 
said that, as the trealy was to be read by all the 
daimios and great nobles, they did not wish to haTO 
it appear that e^eiy Consul bad tbe right to travel 
in Japan; that the words " on business " were pro- 
posed as a mere cover to conceal the extent of the 
rights actiially conceded ; and that no Governor or 
other official should ever inquire into the nature 
of the business on which a Consul might be travel- 
ing. I said that implied that the Consul would 
be willing to tell a falsehood wlien he wished to 
travel and had no official business ; that such con- 
duct was not according to our customs ; that a liar 
was looked on with the greatest contempt; besides 
which, it was a sin by our religion for a man to 
utter a falsehood. 

Finding we could not agree at present on this 
point, I requested them to lay it aside for the pres- 
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ent and proceed with the oilier artides, wliich was 
agreed to. 

Article 2 provides that the President will act as 
the mediator of the Japanese when asked to do so,^ 
and that American men-of-war and consuls should 
assist Japanese Tessels and ihdr crews so &r aa 
the laws of neutrality permitted. 

There is nothing in this article that requires a 
treaty stipulation, but I inserted it to produce an 
impression on the goyemment and people, and it 
had that effect This arttdle was accepted withont 
hesitation. 

Article 8, the Sebastopol of the treaty, was now 
taken up, and the debate continued until the hour 
of our adjournment. In the draft as proposed by 
mCf I claimed Hakodate, Shinagawa, Osaka, Naga- 
saki, another port in Kiushiu near the coal mines, 
Hirado, and two ports on the west coast of Nippon,^ 
making together eight harbors ; and I also claimed 
the cities of Yedo and Miako should be opened. 

They went over the old ground of objections so 
often stated before. In answer I said that, to se- 
cure the peace, honor, and prosperity of J apan, a 
satisfactory treaty must be made ; that the freedom 
of trade was an essential part of such a treaty, and 
without harbors it was absurd to talk of trade. 

1 Tin niedifttioii of fhe United Slates, Mdla^^ 
Japanese -war of 1894-95, was aaked for liy the Chineie. 

* Nippon is liia nania of tiia whols Empire^ Hondo of the aoal^ 
idand. 
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I repeated the remark I had made to the Minis- 
ter oi Foreign ASsan^ that there was a distanoe 
of four himdred ri on the west coast in which not 

a harbor was opened. The discussion continued 
until darky when the Commissioners said that my 
arguments were so important they most have a day 
to take them into consideration, and therefore they 
conld not meet me nntfl the day after to-morrow, 
thus making good what I have before noted, that 
in reality I am negotiating with the whole govern- 
ment, and that the Commissiottera can only repeat 
what has been told them, and report what I say. 

The two Japanese secretaries are constantly em^ 
ployed in taking down every word that is uttered. 

Thursday, January 28, 1858. The Commission- 
ers arrive at half past one P. M. They go to the 
Castle in the Council of State at nine A. u., and 
leave at one, eat a hasty meal, and ihen are ready 
for business. They opened proceedings by saying 
that half the daimios were at Yedo, and the other 
half in the provinces, and that when the half in the 
provinces returned to Yedo, the other half went 
to the provinces also; that the government was 
compelled to consult the daimiSs on all important 
matters, and, if tlie government attempted to carry 
any important measure against their advice, it 
would cause ^ confusion, i. e. rebellion ; therefore 
the government must defer to their opinions. The 
answer of the Minister of Foreigii A&irs on hta* 
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bora was finaL No doubt more will be opened by 
and by, but not at present. The merchants and 
common people are no doubt Iji favor of oj)ening 
the country ^ but the dahyiios and militaTry oppose it. 

The oivilians at the head ol the gOTemment 
nndeistand'these matters better. They have learned 
a great deal since yon have been in the oonntry ; 
therefore they are in favor of a treaty which they 
see will make the country prosperous, and the 
gOYemment rich and powerful 

This is not a refusal to open more harbors^ it 
is only a statement of the condition of tlie coun- 
try. Coals have been discovered within three ri 
of Nagasaki, so that the other harbor asked for in 
the island of Kiushiu is not wanted. The island 
of Hirado is small and poor, and only produces 
porcelain; therefore a port in that island is not 
needed. Miako is not the true name of that city ; 
it is Kioto. The meaning of Miako is " capital." 

(This is another instance of the extraordinary 
secretiTcness of the Japanese ; for more than three 
hundred years Hiey have permitted foreigners to 
call it Miako instead of Kioto I ^) 

Kioto is comparatively a |K)or place ; the popu- 
lation, instead of being five hundred thousand, as 
stated by Kaempf er, does not [number] two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand. It is merely a city of 

^ The term roiyako is a common nonn, meaning simply the place 
where the Mikado or Emperor lives ; that ia, the oapitaL 
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priests and temples. No laxge manufactures are 
carried on, nor any laoqner ware made there. Silk 
is not woven in more than twenty houses. (They 
spoke fdmost contemptuously of the Mikado, and 

roared with laughter when I quoted some remarks 
concerning the veneration in whicli he* is held by 
the J apanese. They say that he has neither money, 
political power, nor anything else that is valued in 
Japan ; he is a mere dpher.) 

As to Shinagawa, it is no harbor, as no large 
ship can come within two and a half ri of it. Ka- 
uagawa is the nearest to Yedo of any harbor, and 
that is already opened to you. The Kanagawa 
post-house is seven and a half ri from the Nippon 
Bashi. Osaka is fifteen ri from Kidto. 

To my surprise, after the beginning of this 
speech of theirs, they wound up by offering me the 
. harbor of Niigata, in the province of Echigo, on the 
west ooast of Nippon. The city has a kage riveoc 
running through it, and contains sixty thousand 
inhabitants. On further inquiry I [learned] that 
only nine feet of water was found on the bar of 
the river, and from their charts the outer harbor is 
more like an open roadstead than a harbor. 

They assured me that no good harbors, like Ha- 
kodate, Nagasaki, and Kanagawa, could be found 
on the west coast ;^ that all the harbors were so 

. ^ , Hie beet htrbor on theweet eoeetof Hondoie TiDnig»,itt 
Boihlieii, BOW the eeft^emdiiae of the ttSlmj from KiSttf. It it 
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filled up with sand that Teasels of lazge size could 
not enter them. They added that, if a hetter har- 
bor than Niigata could be found on the west coast, 
it should be given in exchange for it. On tliese 
tenns I took Niigata. I then told them that my 
way of doing businesB was plain and stiaightf or- 
waid, and to give them proof .of my friendly feel- 
ing and to faeilitate our business, I would with^ 
draw the claim to llirado, one harbor on the west 
coast, another in Kiufihiu, making three harbors 
withdrawn. 

That, to give ample time to prepare for tliese 
ehanges, I would fix the opening of the yarious 

places as follows : Yedo to be opened January 1, 
1863 (with Shinagawa) ; Osaka, July 4, 1861 ; 
Niigata, July 4, 1860; Kanagawa, July 4, 1859; 
and Shimoda should be dosed January 1, 1860 ; 
NagasaU to be opened July 4, 1859. 

In answer to their often-repeated assertion that 
all these places would be opened " by and by," 
I replied that between nations verbal assurances 
had no value; that it was written stipulations 
alone that were oonmdered as of any value ; that 
a written promise to open a harbor in four years 
would be far more satisfactory than a verbal prom- 
ise to open it in two years. 

The Commissioners said they did not see how 

iheiMpovtof iheoiljdf Fbkui, and hM a popnlaftioii «f twalv* 
tlioiiMiid. jr. jr. pp. 418, 410. 
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the difficulties to Yedo and Osaka oould be oveiv 
oome ; thej thouglit it impossible ; they therefore 
reqmred a day to think of it, and would meet me 

on Saturday. 

Saturday, January 30, 1858. Meet at the usual 
hour. They promptly ofiEer to open Yedo and 
Shinagawa, but the Americans to reside at Kana- 
gawa and Yokohama ; the Americans only to pur- 
chase articles in a small way at Yedo. They have 
a class of large merchants called Toyas, who keep 
immense establishments, and are ready to buy any- 
thing and to any amount These merchants wiU 
open establishments at Kanagawa where the Ameri- 
cans can buy and sell what they desire. They have 
entered into a long argument showing that the res- 
idence of Americans in Yedo for the purpose of 
trade was unnecessary ; and then to my great sur- 
prise they added that the American may buy where 
he can best suit himself as to quality and price, 
and sell to whom he pleases loithout the interven- 
tion of any govenunent officer^ This is a complete 
abandonment of the leading principle of the Dutch 
and Russian treaties, and is one of the chief points 
which I have bo long contended for. 

I now entered into arguments tending to show 
that to expect Americans to go to Yedo from Ka- 
nagawa and to return the same day (thirty-seven 
and a half miles), and to do business in Yedo, was 
a physical impossibility; tiliat sudi a regulation 
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would prevent their sellmg anything in Yedo; 
that to limit thdr sales to the Toyas was in fact 
creating a monopoly in favor of that class; that 

every person of rank and wealth resided a part of 
every year in Yedo, while the families of all these 
classes resided there ; that the quantity of foreign 
articles sold at Yedo alone would, at the beginning 
of the trade, be more than [in] all the rest of the 
Empire ; that most of the articles were not even 
known by name to the Japanese ; that they must 
first see them, learn their use, etc., and, after one 
person had purchased a thing, it would be the 
means of inducing others to buy the same article ; 
that to do this the Americans must bring their 
goods to Yedo to show them, and this of course 
involved the necessity of their having their ware- 
houses and residences in Yedo ; that it was idle to 
think of trying the experiment of free trade, so 
long as the Americans were excluded from Yedo 
and Osaka, two of the greatest cities of the Em- 
pire, etc. I offered to withdraw Shinagawa as a 
port, and that American ships should not go above 
the harbor of Kanagawa ; but for this I must have 
Yedo and Osaka open for trade. 

Monday, February 1, 1858. Meet the Commis- 
sioners at the usual hour. They open business by 
the following proposition: ^^The permanent resi- 
dence of Americans shall be at Kanagawa; and 
after Ist January, 1868, one street shall be opened 
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in Yedo for the temporary residence o£ Americans 
to buy and aelL" Nearly three boon were occo^ 
pied in making and diacussing TariooB propositioiui 
regarding Tedo, tbe Japanese making strenuous 
resistance to any concessions beyond the above. 
I finally made them the following proposition : — 

» On the 1st [of] January, 1863, the oity of 
Tedo shall be opened to Americans for the pn^ 
poses of business ; the place tiiey shall occupy for 
their business shall be settled by the American, 
diplomatic agent and the government of Japan.'* 
Tbe Japanese take until to^nortow to consider 
this proposition. 

Tuesday, February 2. Meet at the usual hour. 
The Commissioners object to the word " business," 
and wish the word "trade " inserted in lieu of it. 
As this, in its literal sense, woidd deprive the 
American of cook, derk, medical aid, and in fact 
of all assistance, I objected to it ; at the same time 
I told them tbe word used by me would not justify 
the residence in Yedo of any persons who were not 
either directly engaged in trade, or in the employ 
of such persons. After a yain attempt to come to 
an understanding, I propose to kty Yedo aside for 
tbe present and to take up Kioto and Osaka. 
They produce a map of Kioto (the map in Kaemp- 
fer is an exact copy). 

The Conmiissioners said that there were insur- 
mountable objections to opening Kioto to the Amer- 
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icans as a place of residence, which were connected 
with their religion ; that, if it were only extremely 
difficult, they would say ao, but in reality what 
I asked was impossible; that it was no place of 
business, as the American Minister could satisfy 
himself whenever he should visit the city ; to 
attempt to open the place for the permanent resi< 
dence of foreigners would excite a rebellion ; that 
they were sure, when I reported this to iSbe Presi- 
dent, that he was too good a friend to Japan to 
insist on a thing which was of no real value, and 
would at the same time introduce anarchy and 
bloodshed into Japan. They made the most solemn 
asseverations that what they said was true. 

They then offered to open Sakai, a town contain- 
ing one hundred and fifty thousand souls, situated 
on the Bay of Settsu, and distant by land only 
three ri from Osaka, the second city of the Empire. 
Osaka lies on a river, and by that route it is five 
ri from the bay. Ships going to Sakai or Osaka 
anchor nearly at the same spot; but, owing to 
shoals or mud - banks, ships like the Americans' 
cannot come nearer than one and a half ri to Sa- 
kai, or two ri of the mouth of the river leading up 
to Osaka. Osaka has never been opened to f or^ 
eigners as a residence, and its proximity to Kioto 
renders the opening of it to them very objection- 
able to the Japanese. If I do not like Sakai, they 
offer me Hidgo on the same bay, and lying ten ri to 
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the westward of Osaka Kiver ; it is about the same 
size as Sakai, but it has a bold shore and a good 
artificial harbor, built many hundreds of years ago 
at a vast expense. 

I insisted on having Osaka opened for the per- 
manent residence of Aiiu'rioans. A long time was 
passed in debating a proposition of theirs that 
Americans should reside at Sakai, but have the 
right to visit Osaka, to buy and sell there, and to 
rent houses for that purpose, etc., but not to sleep 
in Osaka. I strongly insisted on the unfriendly 
and inhospitable appearance such an article would 
bear, and told them I could not understand why 
tbey should have greater objections to opening 
Osaka than they had to opening Tedo. I said that 
difficidties would constantly arise under such an 
arrangement, and gave as an illustration that, sup- 
pose an American late in the day should be taken 
suddenly and violently Ul, and quite unable to 
return to Sakai, the authorities of Osaka, acting 
under stringent orders, would place the sick man 
in a norimono and send him off to Sakai. On the 
road the man dies; the Americans, indignant at 
such inhumanity, wouhl make a very strong and 
posdbfy exaggerated statement of the transaction ; 
this would be sent to the Minister, and copies to 
the United States ; a very serious difiieidty might 
thus arise between the two nations. As to the 
vicinity to Kioto, I was willing to let the lines run 
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at the full distance horn that oi<y,flo that difficulty 
was imaginaiy. 
I also told them to remember that the seYenth 

article of the treaty claimed for every well-con- 
ducted American who had resided one year in Japan 
the right to tvavel as freely as the Japanese. The 
Gmunissioners told me that the seventh artide and 
the opening of Kioto were two impossibilities ; that 
they could not be granted without producing re- 
bellion. Many other propositions of the treaty 
were excessively difficulty but still might be carried 
into effect, but the two points were absolntdy 
impossible, and here they made a ^ery sensible 
remark : they said, if foreign nations would go to 
war with them on account of those two points, they 
must make the best they could of the calamity; 
but under no circumstances was war from abroad 
so much to be feared as intestine commotion. 

Lamps had been introduced by me, and as we 
had been steadily at work, the Commissioners told 
me I bad fairly beaten them out in my powers 
of endurance, and they must therefore beg to be 
excused for the evening. I urged them to reflect 
seriously on what I had laid before them, remark- 
ing that the present was the turning-point of the 
treaty, and that one false step might utterly de- 
stroy our labors. Net meeting to-morrow. 
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THB 8TBVGOIA VOB THE OPENING OF THB FOBTB. 

WSDNB8DAT9 Febrnaty 8, 1858. This morntiig, 
at an early hour, the Prince of Shmano called to 
bave some private conversation. He said there 
was an intense excitement among the old party at 
the Castle; that the oonoeBsions already made had 
greaHy ezaq^exated them, and he feared, If I per- 
sisted in insisting on Kioto being opened, and on 
ilie right of the Americans to travel in the coun- 
try, I should run a great risk of losing the whole 
treaty ; that what had already been conceded ex* 
cited his wonder, for when I amved at Yedo be 
did not dream that I could nse any argoments 
that would secure so much. He said, " Better secure 
what you have obtained than wish for the attainment 
of what is of little or no value, even if you do get 
it," He said that if we would be patient, and let the 
present treaty work its work qnietiy among the peo- 
ple, he bad no doubt the two disputed points would 
be granted without difficulty by the time named 
for the opening of Yedo ; th^t the two points were 
not refused by the government, but merely post- 
poned to await a &nirable period for canying 
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ih6iii into effect. He closed by saying that he was 
very unhappy, and implored me to consider the 
wisdom of following his advice. 

I gave him to understand that, if all the other 
ports of the treaty were arranged to my satisfoo- 
tion, I shonld try to suit them on the two points. 

Meet at eleven A. M. A long debate on the seventh 
article. At last I offer to withdraw the objection- 
able clause provided they would open Osaka as a 
place for the permanent residence of Americans. 
I also offered to limit the bomidaries at Osaka in 
the direction of Kioto to two ri. 

The Commissioners inform me that my request 
to have a salute fired in honor of the birthday of 
Washing^n had been acceded to, and that I should 
be conducted to the battery on the 22d inst, when 
a salnte of twenty-one guns should be fired. 

They added that Commodore Perry had made 
them a present of a brass howitzer gun ; that they 
had made many after that model; and that the 
salute should be fired from their copies of the 
Americui gun. 

Meet again at two P. m., and take up the articles 
seriatim; 3 and 4 accepted. Article 5 relates to 
the currency, and contained a clause giving the 
Japanese government an agio of six per cent, on 
all foreign coin paid to them, and prohibited the 
ezportotion of Japanese omn. To my utter aston> 
ishmeut they gave up the six per cent., and per- 
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mitted the free exportation of their coin II and 
also declared that all foreign coins should pass 
freely in Japan. Tliey t/id astonish me. 

Wednesday, February 4, 1858. Article 4 gives 
to the United States government [the right] to 
land, free of duty, stores for the use o£ its fleet at 
Kanagawa, Hakodate, and Nagasaki. By this I 
have secured the choice of three good harbors for 
our naval depot in the East, in a country that has 
the most salubrious climate in the world, where the 
men eannot desert, and with a power that is suffi- 
ciently civilized to respect our rights ; and, ahove 
all, not a power with whom we might have a 
rupture, like England. I consider this clause of 
immense importance, as now the depot can be re- 
moved from that wretched place, Hong-Kong, and 
the stores out of the power of England. We fin- 
ished our day's work with article 6, and adjourned 
until the 6th inst. 

Saturday, February 6, 1858. We take up arti- 
cle . 3. To my surprise, they proposed to build a 
lazaretto outside the walls of Osaka for the use of 
any Americans that might suddenly be taken sick 
while on a visit to Osaka from Sakai, and still ex- 
cluded Americans from a residence in the city. 
I was indignant. I have noted the terms on which 
I agreed to withdraw the two difficulties in the 
way of the treaty, and it was fully understood that 
was the basis on which the matter was to be ar- 
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mnged. I told them that their pToporition was so 
very offensiye that I would not consent to have it 

again intor])reted to me. I taxed them roundly 
with bad faith, and gave them notice that I re- 
newed the clause in article 7 (right to travel), 
and also the daim for Kioto. The Commissioners 
stammered and boggled for some time, partially 
admitting that the proposal was none of their 
making, and that they would consult over it 
({. 6. report its rejection at the Castle) ; they 
then proposed to take np the articles of the 

treaty* 

Article 6 agreed to. 

Article 7 postponed until article 3 is settled. 

Articles 8 to 15, inclusive, all agreed to, with 
some slight verbal alterations not calling for any 
remark. 

Article 16. The family name of the Tai-kun 

is Minamoto^ lydsada. The article provides for 
the exchange of ratifications, and they proposed, 
if I were willing, to send an ambassador in their 
steamer to Washington via California for that 

piir].x)aet I told them nothing could possibly 

give rae greater pleasure ; that, as the United 
btates was the first Power that Japan ever made a 

* AH tlie Shoguns, from the fii-st Minamoto Yoritomo, have 
been of Minamoto name or stock. ly^o^ida took t.lie first sylla- 
ble of his name from the founder of the Tokugawa dyuasl^, 
l^^yasu (1542-1010), who was niade Shogim iu 1003. 
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treaty with^ I Bhould be much pleased that the first 
Japanese Ambassador should be sent to the United 
States. The article was accordingly altered, and 

also amended so as to make the treaty go into 
effect if, from any unforeseen accident, the ratifica- 
tions should not be exchanged by that time. The 
regulations of trade, except the tariff, were infor- 
mally accepted. I gave them notice that I wished 
to introduce a clause giving the right to American 
ships to employ Japanese as seamen on board 
American ships, giving bonds to return 'the men to 
Japan within three years, except in eases of death 
or desertion. The Commissioners agree to meet 
me on Monday at eight a. m., and to work the 
whole day. Adjourn at seven P. M. 

Monday, February 8, 1858. Meet, according to 
agreement^ at eight a. u. The Commissionera 
propose various articles on the subject of Osaka, 
and at last the following is agreed on: *^On the 
1st of January, 1863, tlie city of Yedo, and on the 
day of , 18 ,^ the ciiy of Osaka, shall be 
cfpeaed to Americans for residence and trade. The 
special place within which they may hire houses in 
each of these two cities, and the distance they may 
walk, shall he settled by the American diplomatic 
agent and the government of Japan." The Jap- 
anese showed me maps of Sakai and Osaka. 

^ The blanks are in the MS. reoofd* Osaka vrus not opened 
mitil January 1, 1868. 
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Sakai prodiices twenty^wo articleB, among wbich 
are metal work, silk staff, anna, lattan woik, etc., 

etc. 

I inform them [that] I wish both Sakai and 
Hiogo, the latter for its good harbor, and the 
former from its prozimily to Osaka. They poai- 
tirely refuse both places. I then ohiim Hi5go, 
according to their original offer to me of either. 
They reply that [ that] offer was made by them in 
lieu of Osaka, and that I did not inolude Sakai or 
Hiogo in my original draft. After much debate, 
I tell them I shaU withdraw tiie daim, as they will 
be quite willing to open Hiogo by the time Osaka 
is opened. We at last fix the dates on which the 
various places shaU be opened : — 

Kanagawa, July 4, 1869. 

Nagasaki the same. 

Niigata, January 1, 1890. 

Yedo, January 1, 1862. 

Sakai, January 1, 1863. 

Osaka, January 1, 1863. 

Adjourned at one P. iL for their dinner, and meet 
again at two p. m. The whole of this [afternoon] 
was s})eiit in a vain attempt to fix the boundaries of 
the various places. They were so unreasonable and 
so inconsistent that I could not help sospecting the 
champagne which I sent to them had not operated 
fayorably. Adjourned at five P. M. to meet to- 
morrow at eight a. m. 
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Tuesday, February 9, 1858. Meet at nine A. H. 
Take up articleB regulating trade. In the treaty 
with the Russians, the regulations were imperfect 
and oppressive. Fines of the most outrageous 
character were imposed, and ship and cargo both 
were oonfisoated for light offenses, and the inno- 
cent were thus punished for offenses in wMoh they 
neither participated, nor had any knowledge of, or 
power of preventing. I pointed out the injustice 
of such laws to the Commissioners, and they ad- 
mitted the force of my objections. Tliey said they 
were entirely in the dark on the subject, not har- 
ing any experience to guide them. 

They said I Iiad evidently taken much pains in 
drawing up the new code now before them, that 
they thanked me for my kindness, and, as they had 
perfect confidence in my integrity, they would ac- 
cept it. 

They then examined the figures of some fines 
that had been changed, at their request, from 
kobangs to dollars^ and found them all right. I 
now took up the tariff. 

I began by stating the objections to all tonnage 
dues, and showed that they only served to check 
commerce, were unequal in their operation, and 
injurious to revenue. 

I then stated the objections to export duties, 
saying that it was a burden on the industiy of 
their own people, was Texataous to llie merchant. 
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led to great expense to preyent smuggling, and was 
not of maeli benefit to the reyenne. I then quoted 

the example of England and the United States, 
two of the greatest commercial nations in the 
world, neither of which levied tonnage dues or 
export duties. I dosed by saying that commeroe 
oould bear a certain burden and no more, and, 
whether that was collected under one or three 
forms, only a certain tax could be paid ; and con- 
cluded this branch by urging the simplicify and 
economy el collecting their reyenue from imports 
alone. I then took up the tariff and explained ihe 
various classes, and my reasons for making differ- 
ent rates of duties, etc., etc. They say the tariff 
is out of their province, and must be submitted to 
tiie Chamber of Accounts. They also inf onn me 
that the 14th instant is their New Year, and they 
cannot meet me again before the 17th ; that they 
usually take seven days for these holidays, but on 
account of my long detention here they will only 
take three. 

It was agreed that dean copies of the treaty 
should in the interim be drawn out, and the amend- 
ments and alterations translated into Japanese. 

Friday, February 12, 1858. The Prince of Shi- 
nano visited me to-day. He said they were all 
veiy busy in preparing their annual reports for the 
dose of the year, but that he would pay me a short 
private visit. 
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He soon alter introdaoed the boundaries of the 
opened places, and tlie right of oonsnls to trayel in 
the country, and, from his frequent mention of tibe 

daimios, I am prepared to have difficulties with 
them on these subjects. 

Saturday, Febmaiy 13. Busy in writing. I 
find I have omitted any notice of the B5-nin " 
since the 25th of January. On that and the fol- 
lowing night I was much annoyed by the noise 
kept up by the grand rounds" who patrolled 
eyery half hour. As soon as the point of the resi« 
denoe of the Minister in Yedo was settled, the 
rounds and noise ceased. This adds to the belief 
always held by me that the whole matter was a 
mere *' Arrowsmith " got up to frighten me, and, 
failing of its purpose, it was then abandoned. 

Sunday, February 14, 1858. Japanese New 
Year's Day. The streets are filled with the long 
trains of the daimios and nobles going to the Cas- 
tle to pay their compliments and carry presents. 
This reminds me of the New Year's festivities in 
New York. 

Monday, February 15. The Tai-kun sends pres- 
ents of boiled cakes on New Year's Day to all 

those he wishes to honor ; but hearing I did not eat 
those cakes, he sent me a large basket of oranges 
from Kiishiu.^ The present came yesterday, but I 

^ £aishiu, or the province of lui, is the great orange orchard 
of the Empire. 
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declined leoeiving it on that day, it being Sunday, 
and I was glad of an opportnnily of showing the 
Japanese that not e^en for the Tai-knn would I 

alter ni}^ strict rule for that day. I receive pres- 
ents of fans from Higo no Kami and others. 

Ash Wednesday, Februaiy 17. The Commis- 
fiioneis, instead of meeting at noon, as they had 
appointed, did not arrive nntil near five p. h. 
They commenced by giving a history of my negoti- 
ations from the day of my audience up to the 9th 
instant, repeating many parts three or four times, 
and constantly referring to the dumios, and their 
oppositi<Hi to any change In the ancient customs of 
the land by permitting the residence of foreigners 
in Japan, etc. ; this lasted for more than an hour 
without their giving me any information as to 
what they desired. I plainly saw there was a hitch 
somewhere. 

They then proceeded to say that on the 11th in- 
stant the treaty as it then stood had been submit- 
ted to the daimios, and instantly the whole Castle 
was in an uproar; some of the most violent de- 
clared that they should sacrifice their lives before 
they would permit such great changes to be nmde ; 
the Council of State had labored incessantly to 
enlighten these men, — had pointed out to them not 
only the policy but necessity there was to make 
the treaty, if they would avert the ruin of the kingp> 
dom, etc. ; they had brought over some, but others 
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still remained obstinate ; that the govemment oonld 
not at onoe sign sneh a treaty except at the ex- 
pense of bloodshed ; that tbey were sure tbe Presi- 
dent did not wish to bring any sikIi evil on Japan. 

I at last discovered that they wished to delay 
the signing of the treaty until a member of the 
Council of State could proceed as '^Ambassador 
to the Spiritual Emperor " at Kidto and get bis 
approval ; that the moment that approval was re- 
ceived, the daiuiios must withdraw their opposition ; 
that they were content to take the treaty substan- 
tially as it stood, having only some slight verbal 
alterations to suggest, and solemnly pledged thmr 
faith that the treaty should be executed as soon as 
the ambassador returned from Miako, which would 
require about two mouths. 

Having conduded this extraordinary conversar 
tion, I asked them wbat they would do if the Mi- 
kado refused his assent. They replied, in a prompt 
and decided manner, that the government had 
defrrmined not to receive any ol^ectiona from the 
Mikado* 

I asked what is the use, then, of delaying the 
treaty for wbat appears to be a mere ceremony. 

They replied that it was this solemn ceremony 
that gave value to it; and, as I understood, that 
being known that the Mikado [had been] thus 
gravely appealed to, his decision would be final, 
and that all exdtement would subside at once. 
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They proposed that we should go on with the 
treaty uDtil i|i was completed and engrossed ; that 
I should amuse myself by going about, and, if I 

wished to make a trip to Shimoda, the government 
would send me down and bring me back in their 
steamer. In answer I said that what they had 
told me was unprecedented in the history of nego- 
tiations ; tihat it was muchli^ the acts of cluldren, 
and unworthy of wise statesmen like those who 
ruled Japan ; and that it was trifling with a seri- 
ous matter ; that it would be sure to give the Presi- 
dent great oonoem ; that it would have been far 
better not to have n^^otiaied with me at all than 
to refuse to sign a treaty, which had cost so much 
labor, for so very trifling a reason, etc. 

I added that the mere act of signing the treaty 
might be kept as secret as they chose, as I should 
not divulge it in Japan. They replied that it was 
impossible to keep anything secret that passed be- 
tween us (and I have no doubt they spoke truly) ; 
that they were acting in good faith, and I might 
rely that the treaty should be executed. I finally 
told them that I had no power to compel them to 
execute the treaty, that I could not then give them 
an answer to their proposition, but I proposed to 
put that matter aside for the present and proceed 
to complete the treaty, but they must clearly under- 
stand that I did not agree to accept the delay 
asked for. 
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This was agreed to, and they opened the treaiy 
wiih the fint artiole, over which they wasted time 
(and with an evident intent to do so) until eight 
o'clock, when they said they were weary, and 
begged to adjourn until day after to-morrow. 

Their plan evidently is, to spin out the time, 
until I either assent to their wish, or the ambassa- 
dor has returned &om Yedo. 

I have before noted that they had agreed to fire 
a salute on Washington's birthday. They now in- 
formed me the salute would be fired between Shi- 
nagawa and Kawasaki, some eight miles from my 
residence, adding that was the nearest place where 
cannon could be fired. In answer I said I could 
not go so far as that ; that, if they had any objec- 
tions to filing the salute, I would withdraw my 
request; that a salute under such circumstances 
would be anything but an honor ; that I had heard 
howitzers fired every week since I had been in 
Yedo; that I was so accustomed to such sounds 
that I could very well judge of the distance ; and 
that the firing had frequently been within sixteen 
streets of my residence, one mile. They said that 
must have been the guns of the daimilSis. They 
then said they could themselves fire the salute. I 
replied they of course could fire when tliey pleased, 
but I should not consider it as being fired in honor 
of the day* They then proposed that Mr. Heus- 
ken should ride to the place. I answered that he 
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was not tiie representative of tiie United States. 

They said the discount of six per cent, was to be 
paid by me until the new treaty went into e£Eect. 

Thursday, February 18, 1868. I have no entries 
in my journal of my having gone out of my house 
for any purpose, except on official business, sinoe 
December 17, 1857. In fact I have not gone out 
of the inelosure of the premises but once since that 
date, and that was on the occasion of my visit to 
the Minister of Foreign AfiEairs on the 16th of last 
month. My reasons for tins seclusion have been 
twofold. 

I have frequently referred to the fact that the 
Japanese connect the idea of seclusion with high 
rank, and that the one is the measure of the other. 
The government had prochumed me to be, from 
my official position, a person of exalted rank, as 
they termed it, and caused all the ceremonies of 
my journey from Shimoda here to correspond with 
that idea. I felt that my influence with this sin- 
gular people greatly dep^ded on my maintaining 
that opinion. 

I also knew that a large majority of the daimios 
were violently opposed to the object of my mission, 
and that some were exceedingly violent. I appre- 
hended that, were I to go out frequently for rec- 
reation, I should meet the trains of some of these 
persons, and that difficulties might arise from 
their claiming from me some acknowledgment of 



292 ICR. HABBISrS JOURNAL, 

their rank that I might not be willing to concede ; 
or that, horn my ignorance of their oomplicatod 

etiquette, I might nnwittiogly give umbrage that 
might create much angry feeling among this class, 
who, from an esprit du corps, would embrace the 
cause of their brother daimios, whom, they might 
suppose, I had wantonl j insulted, thereby creating 
difficulties to the object of my mission, give power 
to the opposition, and embarrass tlie government of 
Japan. I have taken exercise by walking some 
miles every day in the court on which my rooms 
open. I walk from three to eight miles per diem, 
yet my health has sensibly suffered and I am be- 
come exceedingly thin. I also feel the want of 
food properly prepared, as my Japanese cook is 
extremely deficient in many points. 

The Prince of Shinano visited me to-day, and we 
had a long talk oyer business. He says that I may 
rely that the goyemment is acting in good &ith, 
and is anxious to make a treaty with me ; that 
the mission to Miako will be successful in obtain- 
ing the assent of the Mikado ; and that, when that 
assent is promulgated, the opposition of the daimiSs 
will instantly cease. The prince informed me that, 
of the eighteen great daimios, four were in favor 
and fourteen opposed to the treaty ; that, of the 
three hundred daimios created by ly^yas V thirty 

^ The Japau of Tokugawa days (1614-18(>8, or from the cap- 
tore of the Castle of Osaka by ly^yasft to the seizuxe of the Impe- 
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out of eveiy hnndied vere in favor, and the le- 
mainder opposed; that tibe government was oon- 

xial palaoa and pexwn in KiSto by flM ooali ti op of progieMive 
ebm) me of tiw moet ouxions oompoates of fencbJimi in th* 
mneh-lmidaliied (M Worid. WImo, in 1192 and later, ilie mili- 
taxy dlaiMa dispoaMaMd di6 Iciigtf, or oonrt wftMoa, of Hwiv land* 
offioea, and tiUw, in whole or in part, the olan-laadeia or Jaimia* 
mada dw eovrtJy tldaa their own, whether these titles had anj 
real significance or not. Uaoally the daimins who had the ancient 
court titles (sixty or more in number in Mr. Harris's time), such as 
" no Kami," Taiyn," ** Daibu," etc., after their names and terri- 
torial titles, had no actual duties corresponding' to these empty 
sounds. Accordirifj;- to the Ycdo Manual, the number of daimius 
*' creatt^l by Iy«^ya.su,'' as Mr. Harris says, was two hundred and 
sixty-hvo, of whom eijjhteen were j)rnvinco lords, independent in 
domestic mattere of tlie Tycoon, or overlord in Yedo ; thirty-two 
were rulers of districts ; and two hundred and twelve were lords 
of casdes. ^la richest of the daimios was Ma^da, the lord of 
Kaga, the nnt being Shimadaa of Salmuna. Their " lefronne " 
was stated in terms of the rioe prodnot of which their domaina 
were supposed to be oqpaUe, and on the basis of which tliey levied 
tans; that of K^gm hmag 1,OS7,000, Satmima 710,000, CaiSdun 
880,000, JhM 850,000, Bahisen 825,000; and of **tha three 
titolar brotham" of 1km ShSSgm (Go San KA), Owari 610,500, 
Eli 660^, and Mito 850,000 kokn reapeotiTaly. A koku of rice, 
usually contained in two liio or atrftW baga, amounts ta 6i»l8 bodlr 
els. To be a daimio, or big name," one must haye a zovsnna of 
10,000 koku. The personal retainers of the Shognu receiving 
land assessed under 10,000 koku were called shomio, or " little 
names." In the fii-st class of shomio were those who rallied around 
the flag, or hata-moto, whose incomes were over ^jOO or leH.s tlian 
10,000 koku. In the second grade were the go kenin, or honor- 
able retainers, whose income varied from 100 koku to that of 
those poor fellows (many of whom the writer knew personally) 
whose annnal stipend out of the local riee-atores was but fifteen 
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stantly working on these men, and when they could 
get them to listen they frequently oonTineed them ; 



hiS« or IftM ihan thxee kokn. The Ttdo MamuU gnmps the dai- 
buSb iato liluEtyHnBe dans or fMniliea, allied hj Uoodt or by ft 
fety free diatom of adoptim Hiat danBgea all oar Weatani nt^ 
tiona of p wigri e ty,~aa Mr. Hania aotioed. la llie Legaejf ^ 

JyiyeuS, & docmnent of uncertain date, anthenticity, and valne, 
the dmmios, bedde being claaaed aekokuahin, rioshin, and joshiu, 
are called tozaraa and fudai, or outer and vassal mlers of terri- 
tory, the former having declared their adherence to ly^yasfi only 
after the faU of Hid^yori and Osaka in 1614. The tozama lords 
ruled their own fiefs, while tlie fudai could be ordered on and off 
each other's domains like pieces of chess by the Tycoon or over- 
lord at Yedo. To the great Tokugawa clan belonged the " three 
princely families " (Go San K^) and eighteen other fudai daimios. 
Nearly all the offices under the Bakafu were held by hata-moto 
or go kenin, though the i^n, or aldeia m dia Goaneil of Stata^ 
and the higher offioea were from the daaa of fudai dalniloai 
Furdieiinora, liiaia waie tiiirtygnuUa of eoort rank, one of irldeli 
was attaehed to every olBee, real or imaginary. The highest oonld 
be giran only after deadi. In the p ror in ea and daimiate of EeUp 
aan,m'wbiah Aa writer aaiw the lendal patent daring n reridenoe 
of tan monthsy iheaa ^ttfiaUNW of land, offices, titles, iDastH^ 
tions of the power or of the limitations of the overlordship at 
Yedo, were strikingly, often dramatically, and ovonludicrouslyf 
manifested. The general term for the civil nobles of the old Im- 
penal court was kug^, while that of the military classes was buk^, 
the pure Japanese word being samurai. The literal meaning of 
this latter terra, wliioh included all persoiis eligible to the honor 
of wearing two swords, is " servant of the Emperor." By the 
Imperial Rescript of June 0, 1884, the oi^ders of iioLility were 
reformed, and out of the kug^, daimio, and samurai was formed 
the general class of kwan>kii,or "flowery nobility," in whioh are 
fiTS gradea, prinoea, marquises, counts, riaaonnta, and barana. In 
this noUlity, besidss the old namss and honsea, ia a large ninnber 
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bat many, like the obstiiiate of more enlightened 
eoimtries, refused to Ksten to a word of reason, 

argument, or explanation. This last class will 
only yield to the opinion of the Mikado when it 
shall be promulgated. 

I made the following suggestion to Shinano: 
Let us proceed, and complete the treaty as soon 
as })ossible, and have it engrossed and ready for 
signature. Then let the Council of State, or the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, write me a letter say- 
ing that the Commissioners appointed to negotiate 
with me a oommereial treaty between the United 

of men, once of low rank, who for signal ability or nieritoriouB 
ser-vaccs have been ennobled. The gentry have been renamed 
slii/oku. Tlie common people are h^imin. In December, 1888, 
there were eleven princes, thirty marquises, eighty-two counts, 
three hundred and sixty-four viscounts, and ninety-six barons. 
In the Upper House of the Imperial Diet, created in 1889, 
<hirfy-(WT«n mamlMfg of the aobilify tit liy luraditary right; 
wlii]«,<Mit ol ibezeiiiaiiiiiig fivo himdred and forty-four, a Umitod 
muDlMr, noi exMeding one fifdi of tbie whole, maj 1w olioaeiito 
aeiTe aaven joan. In the list of devea prinees an lour l e pa e i en- 
ta ti f o i of tike old ^ ft^Twj ? fn iw jl i^Hii two of Satnima, one of Takn- 
taKlniiia, and one of Tokogmwrni Amon; the maiqinaae an m few 
old kng^ families, hat most of them are from the old territo- 
rial feudal nobility. It would not he difficult to show that, from 
the first attempt of the Bakafu in 1853 to sound pahlic opinion 
by consulting the daimios concerning the question of making a 
treaty with the Americans, the evolution of represent.ative insti- 
tutions has gone steadily forward. Out of the roju, or Council of 
Elders, in Yedo has grown by steady progress the Imperial Diet 
of to-day, which the Liberals insist shall be transformed still 
further from the German to the English type. 
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States and Japan had oompleted their khora, and 
that the treaty was now ready for rignatnre ; bat, 

for certain important reasons, the signing of the 
treaty must be postponed for sixty days, on or 
before the expiration of which time the treaty as 
it now stood should be signed. 

Thereupon I would return to Shimoda to prepare 
mj dispatches for my goTemment ; that at the 
end of fifty days, if not before, the government 
should send their steamer to Shimoda for bringing 
me again to Yedo^ for the purpose of exeeuting 
tiie treaty. The Frinoe was much pleased with 
the idea, and told me he would communicate it 
to the government at once, and speak to me about 
it to-morrow. I do not see what I can do better 
under the peculiar circumstances in which I am 
placed. If I can get the written promise of the 
government that the treaty (not a treaty) shall be 
signed by a certain day, I do not see but it is as 
binding on them as the signature of the Commis- 
sioners to the treaty itself. 

Friday, February 19, 1858. Tok^, Prince of 
Tamba, sent me a beautiful present of a plum-tree 
in full bloom, having more than one thousand blos- 
soms I The stock is four inches diameter at the 
bottom, and eighteen inches high. Nearly thirty 
grafts have been inserted in tiie stock, and these 
have grown up some twenty-four to thirty inches 
high, and, branching out, give more than fifty 
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Bpraya. Not a green leaf is visible, but all the 
sprays aie oowed from end to end with fragiaat 
wliite blossoms. 

At two p. M. the Prince of Shinano visited me, 
and brought a beautiful china pot of bulbs of the 
daffodil family, in bloom; the Japanese name is 

Happy Longevity," and it is a fiivoiite New 
Year's gift He tells me that their laws regarding 
mourning have been greatly modified during the 
last two hundred years. Formerly, an officer on 
the death of his father resigned his employments, 
and Uved retired for three years. Now, be does 
not resign, and mourns for fifty days full mouxn- 
ing; that is, does not attend to any business, or 
shave his head or beard during that time: after the 
fifty days are expired be resumes bis duties, and 
shaves, etc., but for one year be must not attend 
any festivities. 

Tlie daimios, who have sovereign rule in their 
dominions, are seven or eight of the original eigh- 
teen of that rank. The Prince of Kaga has the 
largest prindpaUty, and is the most powerful and 
wealtiiy of any of Ins dass. Not even the Tai-knn 
may send a person into the dominions of these 
daimios without their consent ''first had and ob- 
tained." The Japanese pretend that any officer of 
the Imperial government intruding without such 
leave would instantiy be put to death. 

Did not meet the CommissioneiB until nearly 
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five P. H. They informed me that the proposition 
I made to Shinano no Kami yeeterday was aooepted 
by the goyeinmentyand that the letter pledging the 

faith of the government that the treaty sliould be 
executed within sixty days from this date would be 
signed by Hotta, Prince of Bitchiu, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, and that the steamer shonld be 
sent to Shimoda ten days before that time to bring 
me to Yedo.^ 

We then took up the treaty for final considerar 
tion, and after much consideration the preamble 
was aooepted. A long debate arose on the [danse] : 
^ All diplomatie and consular officers shall have the 
right to travel freely in any part of the Empire 
of Japan." After much time wasted over it, I 
offered to strike out the whole clause, and leave 
those officers to claim their rights under the laws 
of nations. This they also objected to, wishing to 
restrain consuls to their consular districts, which I 
as strongly refused to do, or to insert any clause 
which might deprive them of a right they could 
claim under the laws of nations. 

I had at one time serious [fears] that the whole 
treaty might be wrecked on this point. They went 
over the old ground of objections, the claims of the 
daimios to exclusive jurisdiction in their own prin- 
cipalities, then furious objections to any infringe- 

1 All tiMM ptmiiiMM wen foUDled to iihe latter, « Ur. Hanb*! 
Utten and diipatehw ibow. 
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ment of iheir ancient rights, and tha certainty that 
serious difficulties would arise from the clause. At 

last they said that they would consent to insert 
that the Minister and Consul-General should have 
that right, but to exclude other consuls. I at last 
consented to accept their proposition, but not to 
insert the words ^ other oonsuUur officers." At last 
they accepted it, after a struggle to get the inser- 
tion of a clause requiring the Minister and Consul- 
General to give notice to the government of their 
intention to travel, etc., etc., and also to strike out 
the word " freely " from the connection may freely 
travel in any part," etc. Both propositions were 
rejected by me, and 6nally the clause was accepted 
as above amended. The counterpart for "Japan- 
ese Diplomatio Agent, etc., in the United States," 
was made to correspond with the grant to us. The 
whole article was now finally accepted. 

Article 2. After an attempt to strike out the 
word "request" from the first paragraph, "The 
President of the United States will at the request 
of the Japanese government act as a friendly me- 
diator," on inquiry, I found they had translated 
the Dutch word "versoek" "to beg." After an 
explanation of the true meaning of " request," they 
consented to take the clause as it stands in the 
original draft. The Commissioners now wished 
to adjourn, promising to meet me at noon to- 
morrow. 
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I am told that formerly, on the death of one 
of the daimios, numbers of his domeatios or offi- 
cers performed the haraUri, i. e, ripping them- 
selves up ; but that custom has been abolished.^ 

Earthquake at 11.30 p. m. 

Saturday, February 20, 1858. Snow this morn- 
ing. I am told the Prince of Saga ^'goes on" 
like a lunatic about the treaty. He says, while the 
Tai-kun governs by the ancient laws he will be his 
subject ; but when he departs from them his alle- 
giance ceases. I do not by any means place full 
^th in what the Japanese tell me about these 
matters. I know enough of them to be aware that 
to lie is the rule, to tell the truth is the exception. 

I am told the Tai-kun is in favor of the treaty, 
saying that he is convinced it is for the good of the 
country. The smaller daimios dare not openly 
oppose tlie goyemment, but they shield themselves 
under the opinions of the greater daimios. They 
say that two papers will be presented to the Mi- 
kado, one in favor of the proposed treaty and the 
other against it; that, after examining both, he 
will approve of one, and that approval is binding 
on all ; that even those most violently opposed to 
the treaty will say, if he decides in favor of the 
treaty, God has spoken : I submit.*' This does 

* The custom of jun-slii, or dying with the master, was a very 
ancient one in Japan, but was aboliahed only gradually. See 
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not agree Teiy well with the almost oontemptur 
0118 manner in wbioh the Japanese speak of this 

potentate. 

I aui told that large sums of money have already 
been distributed among the officers of the Mikado, 
and that still larger sums will be applied in the 
same manner. 

Meet the Commissioners at two P. M., and con- 
tinue until seven. A very discouraging meeting ; 
the whole time was passed in noting down their 
proposed amendments to the first eight articles. 
Many of these are absurd, others childish, and some 
fatal to the working of the treaty. 

Sunday, February 21, 1856. The first Sunday 
in Lent, and a lovely day. I am quite disheart- 
ened and low-spirited about the treaty. I greatLy 
f ear that I shall altogether faSL in making a treaty 
that win be acceptable to the P^ident. 

To add to my difficulties, their Dutch interpreter 
is very i mperfectly acquainted with the idioms of 
t hat lanyuage^ wliile his self-sufticiency is in tbe 
exact ratio of his ignorance. The Japanese lan- 
guage does not possess dther singular or plural, 
has no relative pronoun, nor is the use of the ante- 
cedent known ; neither has it any possessive case. 
These defects require the constant repetition of 
nouns and verbs, and at all times make the mean^ 
ing vague and obscure. 

I never shall get to the bottom of the deceptions. 
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of the Japanese. I now learn that the ^^thiee 
brothers of the Tai-kim " are merely titular bro- 
thers ; ^ they are of the family, but the removes by 
birth carry them beyond the list of parentage as 
known by us. They are the Princes of Owari, 
Kii, and of Mito. These men are called the ^* first 
brothers " of the Tai-knn^ and he also has three 
**8eeond brothers/* who are also merely titular 
relations. 

Monday, February 22, 1858. Meet at nine a. m. 
Only Shinano no Kami present. I note the pro- 
posed amendments to the treaty offered by him^ 
but do not enter into any discussions about the 

merits of them. 

They are of various classes. Some are absurd, 
others mischievous, and not one that is of the least 
benefit to Japan by adding to her security or honor. 
The insertion of some would make obscure what is 
now clear, and many would excite laughter. The 
tone of all the amendments is unfriendly and 
haughty, and calculated to make the treaty unac- 
ceptable. 

They haye not as yet decided on the tariff ; con« 
seqnently the subject of tonnage dues, import and 

export duties, aud fines was all passed over, they 
promising an answer to those points on the 24th« 
The next meeting is to be to-morrow at two p. M., 

^ There Ss no simple term for " brother" in the Japanese Lui- 
g^uage. See The Beligiom of Japan, 
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vfhea both Commissioners are to be present* They 
promise to give me an amended copy of tbe letter 
which is to be written to me by Hotta, Friuce of 
Bitchlii, after the negotiations are closed. 

Tuesday, Fehmaiy 23. Met both the Commis- 
sioners at one p. M. I opened the discussion by 
saying that I had carefully considered all their 
])roposed amendments; that some were a mere 
change of words, others rendered the meaning 
obscure ; that many will open the door for disputes 
and difficulties ; that the change of a word in one 
article sometimes required the alteration of many 
articles, as all must agree ; tliat many of the amend- 
ments showed a very unfriendly spirit; and that 
the insertion of what they proposed would cause 
the treaty to be rejected. I closed by saying that 
such amendments aa were reasonable or necessary 
should be adopted. 

We then took up article 7, concerning the limits 
of the various ports, and to my agreeable sur- 
prise they accepted my proposal for Hakodate 
and Nagasaki ; they now give me Hiogo for Sakai, 
and tiie boundaries are arranged. Niigata is post- 
poned until it is determined whether that port, or 
another on the west coast of Nippon, shall be ac- 
cepted ; and, lastly, we settle on the Nagasaki boun- 
daries. The treaty must be referred to for the 
particulars. We then took np their proposals in 
the order in which they relate to the articlesy and 
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rapidly disposed of them* so that at five p. M. the 

treaty was agreed on. 

The regulations were then taken up. They 
accepted the penalties, and agi'eed that toima^ 
duties should not be levied ; but they gave me no- 
tioe that they should levy export and import duties. 
I then informed them lliat the levying of export 
duties would require an alteration of article 10, 
and the striking out of article 11 of the treaty, 
which they assented to. 

They inf ovmed me that the report on the tariff 
and export duties eould not he ready before the 
25th instant. On the morning of which day they 
would hand me the tariif as they propose it, and 
meet me at one p. m. Thus closes this journal 
with an aooount of the most satisfactoiy day*s busi- 
ness I ever had with them. They seemed to be 
in earnest, and acted promptly and reasonably. 

Thursday, February 25, 1858. The Commission- 
ers sent me their proposition for duties. With the 
exception of a few articles, they propose an im- 
port duty of twelve and a half per cent, and an 
export duty of the same amount on all articles ex- 
ported, whether of Japanese or foreign production. 
Such an export duty would crush anything like 
prosperous trade. 

Met the Conunissioners at two P. H. Stated my 
objections to their tariff. I have been anxious not 
to have any export duties, but am forced to abau- 
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don the idea. We at last agreed on export duty, 
at five per cent., on all articles of Japanese pro- 
duction exported as cargo. The import duty is to 
be five per cent, on all articles required for ships, 
wlialers, ete., and some oilier artioleet induding 
living animals of all kinds, bread and breadstujffiB, 
and salted prodnotions, ete. 

Intoxicating diinks of all kinds, thirty-five per 
cent.^ All other articles (except as below), tweuty 
per cent. Gold and silver, ooined or uncoined, 
with the dothing, books, fumiture, eto., o£ persons 
who oome to reside in Japan, are duty free. 

The duties are to be subject to revision, if the 
Japanese desire it, five years after Kauagawa hsia 
been opened. 

I informed them that ministers, consuls -gen- 
eral, eto., did not pay doty on any articles for 
their own use. They agree to write to the Gtot- 
ernor of Hakodate to act wnth Mr. Rice in select- 
ing the place where Americans shall erect tlieir 
buildings, etc., at that place, also, that Mr. Bice 
is to be furnished with Japanese money. I gave 
them Mr. Bice's complaints about high prices at 
Hakodate, and they promised to inquire into it. 

They still wish me to write to my government, 
asking that a Minister shall not be sent to Japan 
before Januaty 1, 1861. They gave me notice 

1 vSet! clobing^ words of the fiual chapter of thia book, showing 
how this proviso was later altered. 
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they should write me a letter requesting tbat copies 
of the treaty should be transmitted to the English 
and Bussiaus by the Secretary of State. 

We made some slight verbal amendments, and 
then agreed that a fair copy should be made ior 
examination, prior to its being engrossed. 

They still stick to the six per cent, discount on 
money in my case ; rather small for a government 
that professes to have such a contempt for money. 

Saturday, February 27, 1868. Last evening, 
gave dean copy of treaty to the J apanese.^ To-day 
the Commissioners send me word they will require 
until Tuesday next, March 2, to examiue, with 
the Council of State, the final draft of the treaty. 
If any doubt had existed in my mind that I was 
in reality negotiating with the Council, and that 
the Commissioners had no real full powers, this 
significant circumstance would remove it. 

They tell me it will take the steamer two days 
to run from Kanagawa to Shimoda (not over 
seventy nautical miles}. If this be true, it must 
be a very poor affair, and will hardly take their 
ambassador to San Francisco. 

Busy yesterday and to-day in writing letters, — 

^ For the text of this treaty, with the appended reg^ations, 
as well as of the Convention of June 17, 18o7, and subsequent 
treaties between Japan and tlie United States, see pp. 597-(52>* of 
Treaties and Conventiom between Japan and Other Foweri, 
Waahingtou, 1887. 
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one to Mr. Bice, one to Mr. Donker CurtinBy and 
other private letters to my friends in America. 
Since the 16th instant, when the snow fell so 

deeply, tlie weatlicr has been remarkably cold for 
the latitude of 36° until to-tlay. The thennoineter 
has never risen above SS"", although the days have 
been generally fine. A fresh wind, N. W., brings 
ing the &osty air from Kamchatka, has constantly 
blown.^ 

Note. — Mr. Tsuda Sen, who is well lounni to many Ameri- 
cans, and whose daughter. Miss Um^, was educated in Washing* 
ton, D. C, in n h'tt. r dated May 27, 1S02, writes: — 

"I knew Mr. Harris personally. Wlu-n he Hrst came to Yedo, 
one of the Japanese phrenolojiists, named Yaniaguchi Chiy^da, 
desired very nuicli to meet liim and see his physioj^noniy, but he 
could not meet him easily. One day, hearing' that the Consul- 
General was to visit the temple at Asakusa, he disguised himself 
as one of tiie servaiita cf tha tea-hoose there. He saw Mr. Har- 
rises physiognomy and said with wonder, ' There is no sndk man 
M he in Japan. £h is an hmieat and virtoons man ; and if we 
fbllow his ofisdoot it will profit tiie oonntry mueh. He is a 
saint.' Every one hearing the words of the phrenologist felt 
very strangely, bnt I see that his irords were true. 

" At tliat time Iserred as an officer in the Foreign Department, 
and I often met Mr. Harris. I admired him because he did not 
change liis views frequently, for he always qpoke deliberately." 

^ Here ends Ifr. Harrises JonmsL 
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Hewren's ocdiaatioa ImIHm the bmnan. 

PBimn KaAsaMBMMAWA, 

Baron B was the man called to face these great problems (of 
foreign interconrse). Confident in the wisdom of his policy, he 
Imnrely opposed publio opinion, and mm bated 9fva by hb own 
km. Tha nndt waa tiie aanifloe of life to flonTiotioiu Yat thia 
■ad erent not only aatad onr oonutry from the misfortone that 
befell our ae^^bbor Cihina, bnt opmed die pathway of eiviKaatton 
m our own land. Thia merit la attribntaUa to none bnt to 
Baron B. Comrc FkBU>-MAB8HAii Yawaoata* 

As beats the ceaseless wave on Oini's stnind, 
bo breaks my heart for our beloved land. 

Foem by Ii Kamon No Kami. 

Tha l a a a o n why we toeat tibe United Statea aa onr good ne%h- 
bor ia beeanae aha baa good will to onr ooantiy, bnt abo, aa wo 

beliere, that the fntnie qneena on the Fadfio are not to be fonnd 
anywhere else except in the United Statea and Japan. We do 

not expect her to be our politioal ally ; we only want to mn with 
her in the race of oivilizatian, aa oar benefioial friend, toward 
aoeial and oommeroial enterpriae. Tokutqkl 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
JAPAN OPENED TO THE WORLD. 

Mr. Harris's journals end with the record of 
Pebriiary 27, 1858. Our brief story of his life 
from this time forth is made up out of his letter- 
books and from Japanese docaments. 

In those days the Japanese people understood 
very little of the nature of treaties. To most na- 
tives the Americans' demands for commercial priv- 
ileges were interpreted to mean territorial invasion 
and ultimate oooupotion. Coming so soon after 
Grreat Britain's conquest of India, and the Ameri- 
can humiliation of Mexico, this was nothing won- 
derful. The Japanese nobles and samurai were 
quickly divided into Exclusionists and Progression- 
ists. The former, in vast majority, were led by the 
powerful daimio of Mito ; the latter had as yet no 
conspicuous leader to dare the assassin's sword. 

The gra^^ty of the situation was felt so keenly 
by the Shogim and his Senators that an envoy 
was dispatched to Nikko to lay a copy of the 
American treaty upon the mausoleum of lyeyasfi, 
and make inquiry of his august spirit. The learned 
profesbor Hayashi was seut to Kioto to gain the 
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Mikadoes consent to the treaty. After a month^s 
loss of time, he returned to Yedo to report failure. 
Meanwhile the political cauldron began to boil aa 
never before. 

Mr. Harris, while in Yedo, refrained from corre- 
spoudence with the Dutch Commissioner at Naga- 
saki, Mr. J. H. D. Curtius, until March 8, when, 
the treaty negotiations being over, he wrote : — 

The Mizuster for Fordgn Affairs and President 
of the Council of State has written me a letter 
positively pledging the signatures to the treaty on 
or before the 2l8t of April." 

To the same effect Mr. Harris had written, 
March 4, to the Hon. Lewis Gass, Seoretaiy 43i 
State, inclosing a Dutch copy and an English tcase- 
latiou of Hotta's letter for the archives in Wash- 
ington. 

^ Leaving Yedo in the Japanese government 
steamer March 10, Mr. Harris readied Shimoda on 
the 12th. Exhausted nature giving way, he sank 
unconscious into a nervous fever, which lasted for 
weeks. The idea of losing their friend at this crisis 
of affairs so alarmed the statesmen in Yedo that the 
Tycoon's own physicians, graduates of the unincop- 
porated but efficient Dutch school of medicine at 
Nagasaki, were dispatched to Shimoda. It was in- 
timated to them that their own lives would be in 
peril if the American's were lost. As on a former 
occasion in Yedo, the chief lady of the city, the 
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l^rooon's wife, sent Mr. Harris temptiDg delioaeies 
prepared by her own hands. With a sword sus- 
pended, as it were, over their bowels, and possible 
seppuku in view, the doctors, aided by nature, 
saved their patient. The threatened symptoms of 
putrid fever passed away* and by April 1 the treaty- 
maker began to think of his return to Yedo, which 
was fixed for the 15th. Despite the remonstrances 
of his physicians, and so weak that he had to be 
carried on board the steamer, he made the journey 
by water. Arriving in the great eity on the 17th, 
he found disappcnntment awaiting him. Hotta was 
still in Ki5to. 

Long before this time, Mr. Harris, though stilb 
much puzzled, began to suspect that the Yedo gov- 
ernment was an emply sham, and that the real 
ruler of Japan was the Mikado, whose approval of 
e treaty must be obtained in order to calm the 
country. Hotta, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
had departed for the " Blossom Capital," and was 
still laboring to obtain the true Imperial signature. 
In over two hundred years, only two missions from 
the Yedo government had been dispatched to 
Kioto, success in both iiistimces following within 
ten days. In this case Hotta waited, negotiated, 
exhausted all his resources, for fifty days, in vain. 
In the native histories the story is a long one 
about the vacillations of politics at the Court ; one 
day, the £mperor*s premier, declaring by edict 
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*^that full powers weie given to the Bakafu to 
deal with the foreign qnestioii,*' and the next 
the opinion of the Court imdergoing a profound 
change." Of Mr. Harris, the native historian says 
that, rendered iiii])atient by long waiting, " he 
threatened that, if his time was to be wasted in 
this way, he would proceed forthwith to Kioto and 
arrange it [the treaty] himself.'* Hotta returned 
to Tedo June 1, and on the 5ili Mr. Harris had 
an interview with him. 

All this time Mr. llarris had used no menace or 
/"threats of force, though he had not failed to hint 
at contomporaneouB events in India and China, and 
at the presence of large British and fVench fleets 
in neigliboring waters. He showed how much the 
I Japanese would gain by inaugurating foreign iuter> 
V^ourse by a eonunercial treaty granted reasonably 
and freely, before they were compelled by force to 
make disastrous concessions. So far was this civil- 
ian, alone in Yedo, successful that, before leaving 
for Kioto, Hotta, in the name of the government, 
had given in writing the pledge denumded by Mr. 
Harris, and in his letter of February 17, 1858, 
after steting ^'the necessily of delaying the signing 
of the treaty,'' promised **it should be executed 
before the ex])iration of sixty days.'* 

On June 6, the day after his interview with 
Hotta, the two treaty Commissioners visited Mr. 
Harris, who, in his letter from Shimoda, July 8, 
to Mr. Cass, the Secretary of State, writes : — 
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*^Tbe Commissioneni assiired me iliat the Ty- 
coon and Council of State were fully resolYed to 
carry tbe treaty into effect ; that they did not ask 

any alteration of its conditions, but required time 
to bring the dainiios to reason. Tliey said the goy- 
emment had the power to crush the opposition by 
force ; that they shrunk with horror from the idea 
of bloodshed ; that the time they asked for accom- 
plishing their purpose was until the 27th of the 
seventh month (September 4, 1858) ; that if I 
would agree to this dehiy, the Council of State 
would write me a letter, in which they would pledge 
their faith and that of the Tycoon that the treaty 
should positively be signed on the date named 
above, no matter what might be the state of public 
opinion at that time." 

Mr. J. H. D. Curtius, the Dutch superintendent 
of trade at Nagasaki, had arrived in Yedo six days 
after Mr. Harris, April 23, and, after an audience 
of the Shogun, May 8, ex})ressed himself ready- 
to make such a commercial treaty as wotUd be 
acceptable to the daimids. 

Mr. Harris knew this, and knowing also that 
after hia treaty should have been made the Dutch 
would gain all advantages under the '* favored na- 
tion" clause, wrote in the same letter of July 8: — 
After mature deliberation, I determined to 
accede to the request of the Japanese, provided 
they would also pledge themselves in writing not 
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to sign any treaty or ooDYention with any power 
imta dieexinratHm «t thirty days after the dgn- 
ing of tlie American treaty. 

" This proposition was accepted by the Council 
of State, who subsequently wrote me a letter ex- 
preasing the conditions already stated. I transmit 
herewith a copy of tiie Dutch version of that letter 
with an English translation of the same. 

*'This document may fairly be considered as a 
virtual execution and ratification of the treaty. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs also delivered 
to me a large hox containing a letter from the 
Tycoon addressed to the P^resident of the United 
States. I was assured that no letter had been 
addressed by the Tycoon to any foreign power for 
more than two hundred and forty years, and that 
the answer to the letter of the King of Holland had 
heen written by the Council of State.*' 

With such documents in his pocket the treaty 
was practically won, and Mr. Harris returned to 
Shimoda June 18. Not since the great lyeyasu, 
founder of the Tokugawa dynasty of Shoguns in 
Yedo, had in 1618 addressed through Captain Saris 
letters to King James I. of England, and later to 
the Stadtholder of the United Netherlands, had 
the Tycoon ever sent an autograph letter or his sig- 
nature to a foreign power. Harried out of his 
dominions by the royal pedant, the Pilgrims, after 
political training in Holland, had, with other £ng- 
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lishmen and the repuUican Dutchmen, founded 
the great nation whose representatiye again set the 
Tycoon's pen in motion. 

The Shdgun Iy<^aada, who had thus written to 
President Buchanan, had abeady resolved to sum- 
mon to the helm a fearless soul who would quail at 
no storm. Two days after Hotta*8 return, the 
baron of Hikone, better known as li Kamon no 
Kami, was appointed premier. With fierce patri- 
otism, joined to an iron will and tireless energy, 
this able statesman girded himself to grapple with 
the two problems which confronted the Bakafn. 
The first was the choice of an heir to the childless 
lycaada ; the second was the question of foreign 
intercourse. The first was a vital matter in Jap- 
anese politics, but does not concern us except to 
note that the choice fell on ly^mochi, son of the 
daimio of Kii. 

Mr. Harris, though still a lonely exile, without 
a man or a ship at hand to back his claims, could 
not long remain a quiet hermit in Shimoda. Great 
events were happening in China, and so important 
have these been in the eyes of Englishmen that 
most European writers on the history of Japan 
utterly ignore the great labors of Townsend Harris 
in the education of a nation. His work and his 
moral influence are alike unknown to them and to 
the encyclopedias and dictionaries of biography. 
To most historians, so called, the four years from 
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the tiine of Ferrj to Lord Elgiii f4»ai s ymeaam^ 
and the historic page his a. hlank. The pabUoa- 

^on of Mr. Harris's own journals, written on the 

spot, and day by day, reveals both the facts and 
the trnth. 

Let it be noted, then, that Mr. Harrises snoeeaa 
had been already substantially won before news 
of the humiliation of China by the allied f oroes 

reached Japan, even as it had been begun and was 
well on its way before even the European squadrons 
had gathered in this part of the world. To this 
day the unenlightened Kngliahman believes that 
the unique success of Mr. Harris, "not a diplo- 
matist, but a plain, honest-hearted gentleman," 
was " due to the influence he obtained over the 
Taikoon at a time when the Taikoon and Council 
in Yedo were agitated and alarmed by our second 
war in 1857, as well as the subsequent opportune 
• arrival of Lord Elgin with a British squadnm at 

Yedo in 1858." » 

As a matter of fact, J apan was already bound 
by the written promise of the Yedo government as 
I early as February 17 to execute the treaty, nor was 
* any attempt made to evade, revoke, or modify the 
instruiiitiiit. It was only for the peace of the coun- 

1 This conjeeturo of Captain S. Osborne in Japanese Fragments., 
retimed in the iiritiak Blue Books and by Sir Rntherford Al- 
oock thirty years ajjo, is reaffirmed in the Life of Sir Harry 
P(tA-fs. vol. ii. pp. I'O, 21, 24-20, 4:>. The Japanese historians 
du ttul agree with the English writers. 
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try^ and in the hope of obtaining the Mikado's 
signatare (wbicli, however, came not nntil 1868), 

that the Tycoon's officers asked even for delay. 

On July 23, 1858, the U. S. S. S. Missis- 
sippi arrived at Shimoda^with the news of peace 
in China, the soppresBion of the Sepoy mutiny in 
India, the capture of the P^i-ho forts by the 
British and French forces, and the coining of the 
allied fleets to J apan. In his brief letter to liotta, 
July 24, Mr. Harris, after epitomizing the news, 
urged ^'the Teiy great importance of having the 
treaty signed without the loss of a single day/' 
On the 25th, Commodore Tatnall appeared in the 
IT. S. S. S. Powhatan. On the 27th, at one p. M., 
Mr. Harris reached Kanagawa, and delivered his 
letter of the 24th. 

For the first time, the Tedo government acted 
promptly and with independence, for the simple 
reason that there was a man at the hehn who dared 
for his country's good. The memory of li Kamon 
no Kami (assassinated March 23, 1861), so long 
desecrated, is now cleansed from stain by the schol- 
arly labors of Shimada Sabnro.^ Unwilling to 
risk his country's becoming like India or China, 
li, the regent and premier, dispatched the two 

1 See Idfe of Matthew Calbraith Perry, pp. 414, 415. 

' A digest of the contents of Mr. Shiraada^s learned and jndicial 
wmki Kail ofcu SMmatsu (Opening of the Country), or, The Life of 
Nati-osukf' (Li Kamon no Kami), has been giyen bytho wxiterin 
The LUerarjf Worldt Boston, May 6, 1883. 
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Commissioners, Shinano no Kami and Iligo no 
Kami, to Kanagawa hj a steamer, wh ich anchored^ 

G»ar t lie Powha tan at mtflm^t^ 
iitelliB f^~against ^aTute8after sllndQ^^^l . Com- 
odore Tatnall received the two envoys on his ship 
with a salute of seventeen guns. 

In a private interview with Mr. Harris, they 
conveyed to him the thanks of the Counoil of State 
for oommtmicating important news. They urged 
that to sign the treaty now, after notification of its 
execution by September 4 had been sent to the 
daimids, would cause confusion, while by that time 
all opposition would probably cease. 

Mr. Harris writes to Secretary Cass : I replied 
that I did not demand any new arrangement ; that 
I had merely informed them of the approaching 
danger, and had given them my candid advice as 
to the best course they could pursue ; that if they 
did not agree with me I had only to return to Shi- 
moda, and quietly wait the day fixed on for the 
termination of the business. 

"The Prince of Higo then proposed that I 
should write a letter to the Counoil of State, in 
which I was to pledge myself that the French and 
English would accept the American treaty, and 
that, if it was refused, I would act as a friendly 
mediator on their behalf." 

Mr. Harris declined to do this, as proposed, but 
he wrote a letter to the Council of State stating 
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my [his] belief that the American treaty would 
be accepted by the English and French, and that 
I [he] was willing to act as a friendly mediator 
shoold any difficulties arise. This proposition was 
accepted, and a letter to the foregoing effect writ- 
ten, a copy of which is herewith transmitted. 

*^The Commissioners went to their steamer for 
the purpose of translating the letter, which being 
complete, they returned to the Powhatan at three 
p. M., and the treaty "svas then signed. After the 
signatures had been affixed, Commodore Tatnall 
hoisted the Japanese and American flags together 
at his port, and saluted them with twenty-one 
guns.*' 

This was joyful music to Townsend Harris. The 
gmis were as many as had been his months of 
mental strain. The treaty was dated July 29 in- 
stead of September 4. On the 2d of August he 
wrote to Sir John Bowring of Hong-Kong : — 

"Lord Elgin and Baron Grros will find their 
work all done to their hands when they arrive, and 
that a large fleet was not required as a demon- 
stration.*' 

With mighty squadrons, the British, iVenoh, and \ 
Kussxans came later and made treaties, and these ; 

^pire. followed by twenty nations ; but the treaty '\ 
negotiated by Townsend Harris is the basis of them i 
all. Mexico was the first oountiy (November 30, ! 
1888) to treat with Japan on equal terms. 
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Betorning to Shimoda, and later maki'nn^ a voyage 
for a few weeks of recreation to China, Mr. Harris 
found himself by unanimous vote of the Senate, 

January 7, 1859, on President Buchanan's nomi- 
nation, Minister Kesideut of tlie United States to 
Japan. 

On the 30th of Jane, the Consulate was removed 
from Shimoda to Kanagawa, where the American 

flag was hoisted July 1, 1859. On the 7th of 
July, accompanied by a party of twenty - three 
fellow Americans from the U. S. S. S. Missis- 
sippi, Mr. Harris established the American Legsr 
tion at the Shin Shiu Buddhist Temple, Zempu- 
kuji [Shrine of Virtue and Happiness], which 
had been founded A. D. 1232 by the famous teacher 
and missionary Icho. Here Mr. Han-is remained 
during his whole stay in the city during the troub- 
lous times that followed the opening of the porte. 

In Tedo, as American Minister, amid murders, 
assassinations, and incendiarisms, when all his col- 
leagues had struck their flags and retired to Yoko- 
hama, Mr. Harris held his position alone, and kept 
the American colors flying. To him the only proper 
place for an envoy was in the nation's capital, as 
he believed Yedo to be. He assisted generously, 
and lent his interpreter, Mr. Ileusken, to Lord 
Elgin and to Count Eulenberg, when the British 
and Prussian treaties were in course of negotia- 
tion. He felt keenly the murder of Mr. Heusken, 
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which took place on January 14, and the slaugh- 
ter on Maieh 28, 1860, of the Pfemier li, who in 
a large sense of the word was a martyr. 

At Mr. Harris's suggestion and advice, an 
embassy ^ left Japan for Washington via San 
Francisco, February 13, 1860, in the U. S. S. S. 
Powhatan, to exchange latificationa of the Harris 
and to obtain a fieah copy of the Peny treaty. 
The company of seventy-one persons was headed 
by Shimmi. Their welcome in the United States 
was enthusiastic, and, after their final audience 
of Plresident Buehanan, gold, silver, and bronze 
medals were stniok in honor of their visit. They 
recrossed the Pacific in a Japanese steamer com^ 
manded by Katsu Awa, who still lives as the ven- 
erable first oiganizer and historian of the modem 
Japanese navy. 

Despite all alarms, Mr. Harris "stood on the 
homing deck," becanse he felt that his dnty was in 
Yedo. As indemnity for the assassination of Mr. 
Heusken he demanded and obtained the sum of ten 
thousand dollars, which was duly paid to the sor- 
rowing mother in Amsterdam. With intensest 
sympathy for the brave men of the Bakafu, who 
had to suffer and fall with the hoary system to 
which their loyalty was pledged, he helped with his 
kindly advice the Tycoon's ministers as he was able. 

1 See aocoonft in Nitobe^ 2^ UniUd Staiei and Japan, pp. 
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Mr. Harris's letter of resignation to President 
Lincoln is dated July 10, 1861. He pleads iU- 
healih and advanoing yean, and insists on letire- 
ment from public duty. Jn spite of the formal 
request of the Japanese to the American govern- 
ment that Mr. Ilaxris might be kept in ofiice, and 
of Mr. Seward's personal wishes that he should 
continue to represent Ids country, Mr. Harris per- 
sisted. In his answer of October 21, 1861, Mr. 
Seward wrote : — 

** You will do me the justice, therefore [in view 
of his recommendation of Mr. Harris to President 
Pierce in 1855], to belieye that I sincerely sympa- 
thize with yon in your suffering from ill-health, and 
that I regard your retirement from the important 
post you have filled with such distinguished ability 
and success as a subject of grave anxiety, not only 
for this country, but for all the Western nations.*' 

Before leaying Japan, Mr. Harris made a gift of 
one thousand dollars for the erection of the Amer- 
ican Union Church at Yokohama, built in 1875, 
and standing on part of the old Perry treaty 
ground. In due time he handed the Legation 
of the United States of America, at the temple 
of Zempukuji, to his able successor, the Hon. 
Robert H. Pruyn, who held his post during the 
trying times of our Civil War. Mr. Harris left 
Japan when Americans felt almost like men withp 
out a countiy. 
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It was while returning home, in an agony of fear 
for the safety of the Union, that the loyal Amer- 
ican, Townaend Harris, was directly and person- 
aJly insulted by tiie captain of the British mail 
steamer flying the Confederate flag. Englishmen 
often wonder whether Americans ^^hate" them, 
and why. 



CHAPTER XVn. 



HOME AGAIN. ~ SOCIAL JOTS. — FBAGBFDL VSD. 

At home in his beb^ed country and State, Mr. 
Harris paid a yisit to his boyhood's home at Sandy 

Hill, N. Y. Then, returning to the metropolis, he 
found repose and honors. The polished and coiii*tly 
gentleman was a favorite in New York society. 
Regaining the vigor of health, he enjoyed richly 
the hospitalities showered npon him. Among his 
especial intimates were General Prosper M. Wet- 
more, Judge C. P. Daly, General George W. 
Cullum, and Mr. T. Hooker Hamersly. Amid the 
darkest days of the Civil War, his faith in the 
ultimate success of the Union arms was unshaken. 
Judge Daly says : — 

*' Townsend Harris was a far-seeing War Demo- 
crat. He believed from the first that the Union 
would be maintained. His reply after every 
defeat of the Federal army was, * We 11 whip 
them yet' He considered that our men had poor 
leaders." 

He hailed with joy the appointment of Grant 
as general of all the armies of the Union. At 
Judge Daly's house, Mr. Harris presented to the 
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hero tibe superb Japanese sword which the Shognn 

Lad given him at his farewell audience in Yedo. 
The note offering the gift, and the reply, are repro- 
duced from Mr. Harris's papers: — 

Union Club, Nbw Yokk, November 15, 1865. 

General, — On the oooaaion of my audience of 
leaye, his Majesty the Tjooon of Japan presented 
me with a 9ahre ^hovmewr^ which gift President 

Lincohi kindly permitted me to retain. 

It is my desire to transfer it to one of the bravest 
and worthiest of my countrymen, and the united 
voice of the whole world unmistakably points to 
yon as the man I seek. 

I pray you, sir, to accept this sword as a small 
mark of my deep sense of the gi'cat debt of grati- 
tude which I (in. common with all my countrymen) 
owe to you for your eminent services in saving my 
bebved country from the ruin that threatened her. 
I have the honor to be. 

With 2>rofound respect, 

Your obedient and humble servant, 
TOWNSEND HaBBIB. 

LBDnaEAST'^teiiBBAL Gbast. 

EbAOQUARTEBB OV THE AbmT OF THB UntTED StIXBS, 

WAAHoroTOV, D. C NoTenOMT 23, 1865. 

Hon. Townsend Hasbis : 

Dbab Sib, — I have received the sabre d'honneur 
jjresented to you by bis Majesty the Tycoon of 
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Japan, together with your note of the 15th inst. 
aooompanying it. This present under ordinary 
oiieamstances would be higUy appreciated; but 
coming wiih the aasiunuicee it doesy not only o£ the 
intense loyalty of one of our country's foreign min- 
isters during the darkest days ever any country 
passed through, but with the compliment paid to 
myself in that note, it will not only be appreciated 
by myself, bat will be banded down to myehildien 
and ih^ cbildren with the note itself. 

I am not vain enough to assume that you have 
selected the right person to become the recipient of 
this gift or token, but feel complimented to know 
that you should think so. 

With assurances of my best wishes for your 
future welfare, permit me to sign myself, 

Yeiy truly and respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

U. S. Gbaht, 

Lieutenant- General. 

Professor Brander Matthews, Mr. Harris's 
nephew, writes as follows : — 

'^He was at Borne with as in 1867, and in Paris 
at Ihe Exposition. • . • After his return to New 

York, in 1867, he settled down and lived quietly, 
spending most of his time at the Union Chib. . . . 
He disliked the noisy, fast, stock-exchange element 
of the Union Clabw He used to say that he and 
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two or three otliera ^talked sense' at one end of 
the loom, and the rest of the dub * talked dol- 
lars ' at the other end. He it was who started the 

library of tlie Uiiion Club. He told me once that 
Mr. E. H. House ^ had been to see him, and I 
believe they corresponded while Mr. House was 
in Japan." 

It was at the Union Club building, comer of 

Twenty-Second Street and Fifth Avenue, that the 
writer of this biographical sketch called on Mr. 
Harris in the autumn of ISTd, meeting him for the 
first time. In this hb seventy-first year he was in 
failing health, though still of imposing presence. 
Some of the younger and less reverent members of 
the club referred pleasantly to him as " the Old 
Tycoon." Faultless in dress, he wore in his button- 
hole the tiny blue ribbon of the Order of the Black 
Eagle, which he had received from Prussia. He 
had been spending the winters in Florida, but 
suffered so much from the lack of comforts and 
conveniences of life in the laud of oranges (those 

^ Mr. E. H. Hooae vm MKveqpoiideal of Ae JVW F«r& TVihm 
in Japan from 1870 to 1875, and fram 1877 to 1880 waa die piro- 
prietor and able editor of The Tokw Times, He also wrote Talu^ 
Ue hietorical pamphlets on The ShimonosAi AfFair, The Kago- 
ehima Affair, and, after accompanying the army, Tlie Japanese 
Expedition to Formosa. In his Japanese Episodes, and his arti- 
cles in Ilarper^s Magazine, The New Princeton lievtew, and espe- 
cially in The Atlantic Monthly, he earnestly pleaded for justice to 
the Japanese, which he has, despite long sickuefls, liTed to see 
done, ot at least in oouiae of inauguration. 
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"being the days before palace hotels) that he hence- 
forth resolved to winter in New York. He in- 
quired eagerly as to how the Japanese regarded 
liini, for he grieved hearfcilj oyer the non-revision 
of the treaties, which, when making, he had ex. 
pec ted to see revised in half a decade. I gave 
him two copies, one plain and one colored, of my 
Map of Tokio, with names, and notes, historieal and 
explanatoiy, in English. These he thankfully ap- 
preciated. 

Mr. Harris was one of the founders of the New 
York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals. He held also honorary membership in 
various European and American learned and sd- 
entifio societies. 

He died, after a short illness, February 25, 1878, 
and was buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn, 
three days later. 

Townsend Harris intended the treaty he made 
with the Japanese to be just, honorable, fair ; to 
protect them in their ignorance ; to remain in force 
only during their childhood of experience, but to 
be revised after July 1, 1872, if desired by either 
party." 

How Japan has for twenty yean suiSeied op- 
pression by treaty," how the provisions have been 

altered in the interests of European nations and 
to the detriment of Japan, how her efforts at either 
revision or redress have been steadily repulsed. 
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how her rights have heen trampled upon and her 
wrongs multiplied by a delay, every hour of which 

is injustice, has been already told by able writers. 
Let now the Japanese speak for themselves through 
the editor of the "Tokumin no Tomo " (The Nsr 
tion*8 Friend). In a recent number of this Tokio 
magazme a native writer says : — 

" Why is the United States the true friend of our 
nation ? We do not need to repeat the story of Com- 
modore Perry at Uraga. Then, his procedure in- 
volved or manifested not a few elements of disturb- 
ance and confusion. We dare not give onr gratitude 
to Commodore Perry for everything he did. We 
cannot do that. But let us consider the commer- 
cial treaty, which, though not in any sense perfect, 
yet contains the guaranties of our national inteiv 
ests, which restrict the English, Bussian, German, 
and I>Vench powers so that they cannot go further 
in their arbitrariness than the limits specified in 
the treaty. In all this matter, who is the infiuen- 
tial one? However mimy ptitriots there be who 
demand the revision of the treaties, they ought to 
shed tears of gratitude for Townsend Hams, the 
author of the Ans^i (a. d. 1864-69) treaty. Is it 
not a fact that he gave us more freedom than we 
find in the treaties to-day, even when we have the 
National Diet, in which the nation's voice is heard? 
Though the present tarijff is, on the average, less 
than five per cent, yet in the document drawn up 
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by Mr. Harris this five per cent. tari£E was limited 
to steam-maolimeiy, lumber, ships' supplies, ooal, 
flour, adnc, and lead. All kinds of liquors were to 
be charged thirty-five per cent., while all other 
things were to pay twenty per cent. These gener- 
ous arrangements were made by our benefactor. 
Whether a high taxi& is still neoessaiy to our 
country or not is not now our question. At this 
moment, we desire only to express our satisfaction 
with his generous proposition at such a time, when 
the Shoguu's officers were effeminate and ignorant. 
Had he chosen, he could have done us a most ter- 
rible injury, like a lion ravaging sheep. Such an 
instinct the honest spirit of Townsend Hams com- 
manded him to repress. 

*' Aloreover, he said (in later years) concerning 
the fiction of law called jigwairhoken : ^ The extra- 
territoriality given to the people of the United 
States who are in Japan is against my conscience. 
Ah I am I not to see the day when iliese unjust 
treaties shall be abrogated before I die?' His 
deep sorrow in the bottom of his heart may be 
imagined. When we think of those ministers of 
European powers who have indulged their covet- 
ousness, taking advantage of a crisis in our national 
history as their opportunity; when we think of 
their selfishness and thoughtlessness in availing 
themselves of the alarm of our people and the 
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timidity of tiie Sbogim's officen ; wlieii we timik 

of ihdr making our extremity their gain by over- 
reaching us, — we know not what to say. All 
the more can we see the abounding friendship 
of iho United States for the Land of the Bising 
Son." 



CHAPTER XVin. 



lAKAN AT THB END Ol* THX CBNTDB7. 

On the 8tih day of May, 1895, we pen a final 
chapter. Two ccnneiclent OTents compel contrast 

between the hermit nation of Townnend Harris's 
day and the new Asiatic power of our own times. • 
Then, deception and weakness hobbled behind a 
fence of shams. Now, truth and strength walk 
together In the highway. On tiiis day, triumphant 
Japan and humbled China, at Clii fu, ratify a 
treaty of peace. At this date, also, lies on our 
table Japan's ninth annual revelation of facts. The 
Imperial government now openly publishes, to tiie 
full measure of its ability to furnish, what once was 
wholly concealed. The "Resume Statistique de 
I'Empire du Japan," issued yearly by the Emper^ 
or's Cabinet, is a manual of statistics that delights 
aUke the critical student and the lover of trutL 
It is a storehouse of &cts and a revelation of the 
national resources, such as Townsend Harris craved. 

The presence of the alien on the soil of Japan 
shattered anarchy, and compelled national unity. 
In Ki5to, February 3, 1868, the era of M^iji and 
of united Nippon began. We may freely trans- 
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late the chronological term Meiji as "enlightened 
appropriation " of the ideas and arts of Christen- 
dom. Yet neither bj native genius and energy, 
nor by alien pressnie and importation, were those 
results of peace, war, and diplomacy, which to-day 
astonish the world, attained ; but rather by intelli- 
gent union of the two. 

There is no actual mystery in this marvelons 
transformation of a nation. Japan has noYer oeasod 
borrowing religions, arts, sciences, weapons, and 
instruments, despite the fact that her poweis of 
assimilation amount to positive genius, while her 
ability to improve is marked. Two hundred years 
of Dutch leaven, the work of Townsend Harris, the 
presence of a small army of American teachers, 
missionaTies, and engineers, numbering possibly 
twelve hundred, with " hired foreigners " from 
many lands, are facts in history which neither the 
admiring rhapsodist from afar, nor the conceit- 
swollen son of the soil, must forget. Under Divine 
Providence, Japan, with both natives and aliens as 
instruments, seems to have been chosen to recon- 
cile in one the Oriental and Occidental civilizations. 

In this end of the century, the Japanese do not 
like to be called in English natives " even of their 
own country. This is owing to the bad transla- 
tions and wrong associations of the word, which, 
in their first dictionaries, are those akin to ours of 
aborigines " and " heathen.'^ Similar other fool- 
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ish notions will be corrected when they know the 
English language better, just as some of ours will 
be when we and the Japanese, who can teaeh na . 
many things, shall have been better aeqnamted. 

Even the title " Mikado " is obsolete in popular 
speech and writing. Instead of a hermit inside of 
a walled garden in secluded Kioto, the chief ruler 
of the £mpire is the active governor of his people. 
They speak of him as **t3ie Emperor.'' We who 
talk English shall continue to honor him by his 
ancient title. The word " Mikado " separates the 
chief magistrate and the greatest servant of Japan 
from the crowds of crowned" heads that are 
found in all continents except America. 

In a thousand ways the Japanese have come to 
know their power, — artistic, manufacturing, com- 
mercial, political, and military. They are the one 
nsthetic nation of Asia. All the world knows that 
they love things beautiful, and especially the fine 
art of good manners. The Centennial year of 1876, 
at Philadelphia, first revealed to the American 
people the genius of their trans-Pacific neighbors. 
At the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago, 
in 1898, the former glory was eclipsed* In 1876, 
these islanders, who were so far east of us as to 
come from the west, sent seventeen hundred and 
thirty tons of products to show and sell. In 1893, 
six thousand tons were ssnt to what was their 
f ourteentii exhibition abroad since that at Vienna 
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in 1878. At Philadelphia we saw a coUeotiou, at 
Chicago a selection. The American people were 
given fresh sniprises. 

The Japanese left on Wooded Island, in Jack- 
son Park, one of the few existing memorials of the 
White City. On a small scale, three styles of 
architecture and as many epochs of national taste 
are represented in the edifice. The gronnd-plan 
&II0W8 that of the Phoenix Temple in Kioto. The 
right wing shows how a Court noble's palace looked 
when the great cathedrals of Enrope were rising, 
between 1000 and 1200 A. D. Nails, metal hinges, 
sliding partitions, and matting were not yet in nse. 
In the left wing we see the advance of luznxy in 
the times of Ashikaga, 180<^1600 A. D. Then par 
pared walls, matting-covered floors, partitions, and 
ornamental building hardware had come into vogue. 
The main portion represents a typical nobleman's 
dwelling in Tokagawa days, from a. d. 1600 to 
1850. The decorations on ceiling and wall, with 
most of the interior details, are historically correct. 
The splendid and varied products of the soil and 
waters, the art and handicraft of Japan, astonished 
all risitors. A new and more intelligent interest 
was awakened in the minds of Americans concern, 
ing the people who were hermits only a generation 
ago. 

The ambition of the Japanese is not only to 
seenre recognition of equality witii oiviliaed na- 
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tSons, but to take a place in the very front rank. 
With any inferior place tbey will not be content. 
Yet, except those who had personally aided them 

to win the secrets of the West, few foreigners were 
prepared for the exhibition which Japan gave the 
world of her commercial and military power in 
1894. The straggle of modem timee is a fight for 
trade. In this, with brains and pen, machinery and 
bayonets, the Japanese have won and are winning. 

Cotton is still one of the kings. Almost tlie 
only muslin woven under Tai-kun or Mikado, until 
1875, was by women on hand-looms at home. Now 
in fifty mills, working by steam or water power, 
millions of spindles, plus brain and hands, weave 
acres of snowy cotton cloth. Sending out their 
ships, wares, and consuls in every direction, the 
Japanese are now competing with the British for a 
lion-like share of the world's trade. They have al- 
ready made vast progress in Korea, China, India, 
and Australia. Over one half of their commerce 
is with English-speaking nations. American raw 
cotton is now imported by thousands of bales. In 
bulk of trade with Japan the United States still 
leads all nations, bat England still sells most goods. 
The island Empire, which was once poor and 
" hardly worth trading with/' enjoyed in 1894 a 
total foreign trade of 230,000,000 yen, or about 
$185,000,000 in gold. 

Old Japan of Mr. Harris's days has vanished. 
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and in New Japan life is moie than wortik lining 
for the average man. Sueh popular freedom and 

advantages were never before known. Instead 
of the caste, monopoly, oramping laws, repressive 
customs, and cruel government of former days, 
the common people live in a new world of rights, 
privileges, and possibilities. New institndons, 
codes, and ideals have come in. The land is for 
the most part owned by the men who till the 
soiL The courts are open to everyone, and justice 
is cheap and easy to obtain. Schools invite all to 
enter. Once only samurai could be soldiers ; now 
the army and navy are filled without regard to 
class by enthusiastic conscripts. The men are well 
fed, well paid, well taught, and well nursed in 
time of sickness. The old sectional jealousies, seo- 
tarian bigotries, and political hatreds are vanish- 
ing. Wealth, comfort, happiness, national unity, 
and population are steadily on the increase. With 
over two thousand miles of railway, with tele- 
graphs, lighthouses, post-offices, newspapers, sav- 
ings banks, hospitals, and most of the appliances 
of modern civilization, life seems very rich and full 
to the lad and lass born in this ^^era of Meiji'* 
(1868-1895 +). 

Japanese travdevs and enterprising adventurers 
are now found in many countries. Immigrants by 
thousands dwell in Hawaii, the United States, Aus- 
tralia, Mexico, Korea, China, and in British, Kus- 
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sian, Dntcli, Spanish, and Freneli Asia. With her 
population increasing at the rate of over half a mil- 
lion a year, it is necessary for Japan to expand and 
ooLonue. Her desire and ability to do botk are 
manifest. These facts explain in part also why so 
small a nation did not hesitate, when peace seemed 
no longer possible, to go to war with colossal 
China. 

' When in 1870 the Japanese abolished feudalism, 
they rejected also most of the ideas of goyemment 
and society borrowed from China and from Confu- 
cius and his coninientators, and adopted those of 
the Western World. China, her pride deeply in- 
jured, and disapproving of the change in her former 
pupil, at once became sulky, jealous, and hostile. 
Furthermore, with Great Britain, Russia, and 
France so earth-hungry and ambitious, and busily 
engaged in swallowing up Asia, and refusing to 
revise the odious treaties, it was necessary for 
Japan to arm for defense. Quietly and steadily, 
forts, arsenals, and dodqrards were built and fur- 
nished. The finest arms and ships were bought in 
Europe, and hundreds of young men educated in 
the military and naval schools abroad. A truly 
national army was raised by conscription. All eli- 
gible male subjects were enrolled in the active 
or reserve forces. 

AVith modern tactics, strategy, camps, and actual 
movements in the field, a high state of military 
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effioienoy was obtained. By 1893, it was possible 
and sale to dismiss foreign assistants, for steel waiv 
ships oonld be bnilt and armies drilled, equipped, 
provisioned, and led by natives. In 1894, two 
hundred and fifty thousand experienced soldiers 
and sailors, burning with patriotism, were at the 
servioe of the Mikado to resist robber nations, and 
to compel the respect of the Powers. 

No cloud-sign of war, however, even as big 
as a man's hand, rose above the horizon in 1893. 
Industry thrived, literature bloomed afresh, and 
in politics progress was made toward true na- 
tional unity. On the 9th of February, 1894, the 
silver wedding of the Emj)eror and Empress was 
celebrated with national rejoicings. Flowers, 
arches, processions, festivals, and congratulations 
made a picture of joy like that in the fairy tales. 
Two new postage-stamps were issued to conunemo- 
rate the happy day. Both were of unusual size. 
They bore as symbols of felicity a pair of phoenix 
birds, the cherry-blossom or national flower, and 
the imperial chrysanthemum. The legend, Im- 
perial Wedding, 25th Anniyersaiy," was printed 
in English and Chinese letters. Pink (2 sen) and 
blue (5 sen) were the colors chosen. For the first 
time the Imperial husband and wife rode side by 
side in an open carriage. By this public act Chi- 
aese prejudices were shocked, and advance was 
made towaxd: Chfiitlaii ideaa d. honor to woman. 
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The Mi1cado*B son, Toshihito, is tiie tnrown prinoe^ 

bora August 31, 1877. He is a bright and prom- 
ising young man, who is likely to continue bis 
other's policy of progress. 

It was not a new thing in Asiatic history when 
China and Japan began hostilities in the stnnnier 
of 1894, but it was in a wholly novel way. Each 
published a formal declaration, and appealed to 
the sympathies of Christendom. Japan proceeded 
aooording to international law, and with scientific 
and Christian-liloe methods. A snperb hospital 
corps, trained nurses, the Red Cross Society, and 
the absence of privateers were noticed. In old 
Japanese times the wounded in battle committed 
snicide, were left to die on ike field, or receiTsd 
>only blaoksmith surgery. These da,jB are oreat. 

What caused the war ? Which side began it ? 
Why was China so ready to provoke while so 
poorly prepared for war? Why was Japan so 
alert, eager, well prepared, and so qnickly and 
steadily snocessfol ? 

The bone of contention was Korea.^ Japan 
first, followed by the United States and the other 
Powers, made treaties with Cho^sen, recognizing 
her as an independent and sovereign state. Not* 
withstanding tins, the Peking government at- 
tempted to keep Korea nnder Chinese inflnenoe 
and power. Early in 1894, a widespread rebelli^Hi 
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broke out in the floatiiem pnmiioefl of Korea, 
wliich the King was unable to put down. The 

pro-Chinese faction in Seoul asked for Chinese aid 
to help suppress the rebels, called Tong Haks. 
China was only too ready to do so ; but, by sending 
troops beiore notifying Japan, the Ghineae, in the 
first plaoe^ broke the treaty of 1885. By speaking 
of Korea, in the dispatch to TSkio, as our subject 
state," the Peking government struck at the treaties 
and at Korean sovereignty. The l^likado at once 
sent his euToy, Mr. Otori, to S^ul, aoeompanied 
by General Oahima's mixed brigade, to inquire of 
the King in person whether Korea was an indepen- 
dent state. The answer was " Yes." The Japan- 
ese now made a proposition to the Chinese govern- 
ment to undertake jointly the reform of Korean 
finance and polity. Folding the peaceful setde- 
ment of tiiis and oilier questions long in debate, 
notice was given that the dispatch of any more 
Chinese troops into Korea would be considered an 
act of war. 

China refused the proposition of Japan, de- 
manded the reeall of her soldiers, and began to 
send on more ships and men. The Japanese, not 
to be surprised or outn umbered, hurried forward 
an army corps. The Naniwa sunk the Chinese 
transport Kow-shing because her orew refused to 
surrender. The first land battle was fought on 
the 27th of July, when the Japanese infantiy, 
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after victory in the open field, drove the Chinese 
out of A-san. 

War was dedlared by both Sons of Heayen on 
diher side of the Yellow Sea, AnguBfe 1. Bein- 
foraements from botli oonntries were poured in, 
meeting at Ping-yang. In the great battle fought 
September 16 the Chinese were routed. The naval 
trial of valor and skill between steel-clad men-of- 
war, in which the Japanese were victorious, took 
place the neadb day. When the son rose on Korea 
the first day of October, it shone on no Chinese. 
One of the finest of modem armies was pursuing a 
mob in Manchuria. The war soon became a monot- 
onous and one^ded story of the snooess of ''pig- 
mies "against tigers" and ''giants." The sun- 
bamier waved in Continental Asia over a territory 
larger than the Japanese Emj)ire. 

For twenty years China had been draining her 
treasury to fortify the seargates leading to her cap- 
ital. Hundreds of millions of dollars had been 
spent in building and arming the forts at Port 
Arthur, Wdi-hai-wdi, and at the mouth of the Taku 
Biver. While the First Army of Japan was fight- 
ing in Manchuria, the Second Army captured Port 
Arthur. 

The Third Army took W^i-hai-w^i. TheFourHh 

Army occupied Pescadores Islands and Formosa in 
March and April. The Chinese sued for peace. 
By the treaty made at Shimonos^, Premier Ito 
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and Id Hung Chang, acting as plenipotentiaries, 
Formoea becomes part of the Japanese Empire ; 

and Korea promises to follow, according to her 
ability, the example of Japan in improvement and 
reform. Will China now accept that one civiliza- 
tion before which all others must fall? 

Japan, one of the great powers of the world, 
is now recognized in the fraternity of eiTilised 
nations. The two English-speaking peoples led 
the way in treaty revision. After twenty-two years 
of protest and discussion, the Japanese have won 
their case. On the 26tih of August, Lord Eim- 
berly and Yisoonnt Mutsu in London, and on 
November 22, 1894, Secretary Gresliam and Min- 
ister Kurino at Washington, signed the new trea- 
ties. These abolish what is called extra^territori- 
ality. What the Japanese at first granted so 
quickly and gladly they repented of longest and 
most bitterly ; but soon consular courts in Japan 
will be no more. The Senate of the United States, 
on the 8th of December, 1894, ratified the Ameri- 
can trealy, which will go in force before the open- 
ing of the twentieth century. How Mr. Harris, 
whom the Japanese called **The Nation^s Friend," 
would have rejoiced to see this act of justice 
done I 
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